SAC Meeting Notes
School:  Lemon Bay High School                                       Chairman:  Andy Dodd

Date of Meeting:  December 17,  2008                               Secretary:  Teri Rigsby

Time meeting began:  7:05 PM                                           Time meeting ended:  7:43 PM

Members Present:

Andy Dodd, Chairman
Jim Harrison

Teri Rigsby

Chris Banting
Patti Berry

Vicki Brewer

Rachael Damioli
Dave Dignam

Linda Engemann

Clifford Gratz
Dan Jeffers, Principal
Kevin Katsarelas

Sally Lutz

Juli Peretz

Scott Peretz

M J Sanger

Karol Sweterman

Anna Vorlicek

Hannah Dodd, Student Rep.

Members absent: 
Tammy Harvey (excused)
Pascale Stivala (excused)

Guests

Mike Louden
Rose Hipps

The meeting was called to order at 7:05PM by Chairman Andy Dodd.  Members and guests signed in.  A motion by Kevin Katsarelas to approve the minutes of the November 19, 2008 meeting was made and seconded by Jim Harrison.
Principal Jeffers began the meeting by turning the floor  over to Rose Hipps for a detailed presentation on the Teacher Prep Program.  Ms. Hipps explained that the students were able to find their niche with this program before embarking on their college career path. Introduction to the program is taught by Kathy Roach.  Edison college books are used in the classrooms and there are various levels in the program.  Students make lesson plans, which adhere to Sunshine State Standards, and go on field trips on a regular basis to the United Methodist Church preschool.  The prepare reflection sheets following the fieldtrips.  In the second semester they are taught the history of education course, which is a college level course.  Some students, under the guidance of Ms. Hipps, observe and teach at Vineland Elementary, Myakka Elementary and L A Ainger Middle school two days per week.  Students were I.D. badges made by Mr. Henry when visiting other schools.  Speakers from the county, such as Peggy Stover and Andrea Messina, come to the classes to make presentations.  The students go over the study guides for the state teaching exam in preparation for the future.  Although they do not receive a college credit for the course, it is an excellent career planning tool.  Ms. Hipps said that three out of five students received a teaching scholarship last year.

Mr. Loudin spoke briefly about Manta Mentors.  He explained that their main goal was to help incoming freshmen overcome their fear of coming to high school.  Mentors are recommended by teachers and guidance staff.  This year the program has a little less than 60 members in two groups.  They are a crucial part of the transition from Ainger Middle School to LBHS and Ms. Loudin, their principal, strongly encourages the program. Manta Mentors will be meeting with 8th graders on January 7th in classroom settings to discuss the importance of end of semester exams and to conduct a question and answer session regarding high school life.  The following other dates are in regard to eighth grade registration:
Feb 26-Manta Mentors discuss importance of FCAT and registration process

Mar26-Cougar College at L A Ainger with LBHS staff

Apr 1 & 2-Elective Blitz-Drama, ROTC, World Languages, Model UN

Apr 3-Pep Rally

Apr 14-Manta University at LBHS-Eighth Grade Parent Night

Apr 15 & 16-LBHS Guidance at Ainger-Registration process begins

Apr 21-9th grade registration at LBHS Cafeteria at 4:00 PM
Principal Jeffers spoke on “School Happenings”.  The upcoming Elf Party, which is a community tradition, will be taking place.  Ms. Hipp’s is the sponsor for the event and there is strict guideline for the privilege of being allowed to participate.  

Mr. Jeffers also said that Charlotte County School Board had approved the 2009-2010 school calendar and that it would be available online.  School will begin one week earlier next year, which will allow finals and the end of the semester to coincide with the break for the Winter Holidays. 
The Professional Development audit which had been preformed had yielded tentative positive results.
Principal Jeffers spoke briefly about the name change of Edison State College.  With this transition comes the opening of their new high school next year.  The first class will be for 9th graders and our assistant principal Ms. Tammy Harvey will become their new principal.  She will be leaving LBHS and will begin there the second week in January 2009.
The School Improvement Plan was approved.  Mr. Chuck Bradley is tentatively scheduled to give a presentation on “The Role of SAC” in January.

Several questions were fielded by Principal Jeffers in regard to budget cutbacks.  Chairman Andy Dodd asked whether the county had suggested four-day weeks and Mr. Jeffers’ response was that only in summer had that been done.

SAC members were encouraged to email requests for topics.
The next meeting of the year was set to take place on January 21, 2009. 
There were no other reports received and filed.

There was no other new business. The meeting adjourned at the request of all present and members were dismissed at approximately 7:43PM.  

