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I. Course Description 

 

The purpose of World History (Honors) is to develop greater 

understanding of the evolution of global processes and contacts, in 

interaction with different types of human societies. This understanding is 

advanced through a combination of selective factual knowledge and 

appropriate analytical skills. The course highlights the nature of changes 

in international frameworks and their causes and consequences, as well as 

comparisons among major societies. The course emphasizes relevant 

factual knowledge deployed in conjunction with leading interpretive issues 

and types of historical evidence. The course builds on an understanding of 

cultural, institutional, and technological precedents that, along with 

geography, set the human stage. Periodization, explicitly discussed, forms 

the organizing principle for dealing with change and continuity throughout 

the course. Specific themes provide further organization to the course, 

along with the consistent attention to contacts among societies that form 

the core of world history as a field of study.  

 

A. Themes 

 

Students in this course must learn to view history thematically. The World 

History course is organized around five overarching themes that serve as 

unifying threads throughout the course, helping students to relate what is 

particular about each time period or society to a “big picture” of history. 

The themes also provide a way to organize comparisons and analyze 

change and continuity over time. Consequently, virtually all study of 

history in this class will be tied back to these themes by utilizing a 

“SPICE” acronym.  

Social--Development and transformation of social structures 

• Gender roles and relations 

• Family and kinship 

• Racial and ethnic constructions 

• Social and economic classes 
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Political--State-building, expansion, and conflict 

• Political structures and forms of governance 

• Empires 

• Nations and nationalism 

• Revolts and revolutions 

• Regional, trans-regional, and global structures and organization 

 

Interaction between humans and the environment 

• Demography and disease 

• Migration 

• Patterns of settlement 

• Technology 

 

Cultural--Development and interaction of cultures 

• Religions 

• Belief systems, philosophies, and ideologies 

• Science and technology 

• The arts and architecture 

 

Economic--Creation, expansion, and interaction of economic systems 

• Agricultural and pastoral production 

• Trade and commerce 

• Labor systems 

• Industrialization 

• Capitalism and socialism 

 

B. Habits of Mind or Skills 

 

The World History course addresses habits of mind or skills in two 

categories: 1) those addressed by any rigorous history course, and 2) those 

addressed by a world history course. 

 

Four Habits of Mind are in the first category: 

• Constructing and evaluating arguments: using evidence to make 

plausible arguments. 

• Using documents and other primary data: developing the skills necessary 

to analyze point of view, context, and bias, and to understand 

and interpret information. 

• Developing the ability to assess issues of change and continuity over 

time. 



 

 

• Enhancing the capacity to handle diversity of interpretations 

through analysis of context, bias, and frame of reference. 

 

Three Habits of Mind are in the second category: 

• Seeing global patterns over time and space while also acquiring the 

ability to connect local developments to global ones and to move 

through levels of generalizations from the global to the particular. 

• Developing the ability to compare within and among societies, 

including comparing societies’ reactions to global processes. 

• Developing the ability to assess claims of universal standards yet 

remaining aware of human commonalities and differences; putting 

culturally diverse ideas and values in historical context, not suspending 

judgment but developing understanding. 

 

Every part of the World History assesses habits of mind as well as content. 

For example, in the multiple-choice section of class exams, maps, graphs, 

artwork, and quotations are used to judge students’ ability to assess 

primary data, while other questions focus on evaluating arguments, 

handling diversity of interpretation and making comparisons among 

societies, drawing generalizations and understanding historical context. 

The essays on the course exams focus on assessing students’ ability to 

construct arguments; use primary documents; analyze point of view, 

context and bias; and understand the global context. Additionally, the 

essays assess understanding of global patterns over time and space and 

comparisons within and among societies. 

 

II. Objectives 

 

At the end of the course, the students will be able to: 

 

1. Correctly locate each of the basic features of world geography: 

continents, oceans, major rivers 

2. Correctly locate the key political units prior to 1000, from 

1000– 1450, from 1450-1750, from 1750 – 1914 and from 

1914 to the present 

3. Define basic economics terms  

4. Describe the crises of late antiquity 

5. Identify and describe key cultural and social systems across 

each time period covered 

6. Locate and describe the principal international connections that 

developed across each of the time periods covered 

7. Discuss the issue of periodization in history with a direct focus 

on world history 

8. Describe and explain the key demographic and environmental 

changes that have taken place in each of the time periods 

covered 



 

 

9. Describe and explain political revolutions and independence 

movements, and new political ideas from various parts of the 

globe 

10. Discuss various theories about the rise of Western dominance 

in the period from 1750-1914 and explain how Western 

dominance has impacted other societies around the world 

11. Discuss the rise of nationalism around the world, along with 

ways that nationalism has changed in major nations 

12. Define and explain the issue of sustainable development as it 

exists today 

13. Explain new forces of revolution and other sources of political 

innovations in the modern world 

14. Discuss the impact of major global economic developments 

15. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of using units of 

analysis in the twentieth century, and beyond, such as nation, 

the world, the West 

  

III. Materials 

 

A. Text 

 

World History: Connections to Today 

World History by Jackson Spielvogel (located on Schoology) 

 

B. Supplemental Materials (School-supplied) 

 

1. CNN Millennium Series (Videos) 

2. Bridging World History (Videos) 

3. Various journal articles taken from history and professional 

         journals in the field of history 

 

C. Student-supplied Materials 

 

1. One five-subject spiral notebook to use for class notes. 

2. Three or four packages of 3x5” note cards for making 

flashcards (leave home) – You may need more of these over 

the course of the school year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

IV. Curriculum Units 

 

Semester One 

 

A. Unit 1: To 600 BCE: Technological and Environmental 

Transformations 

Key Concepts:  

• Big Geography and the Peopling of the Earth 

• Neolithic Revolution and Early Agricultural Societies 

• Development and Interactions of Early Agricultural, Pastoral, and 

Urban Societies 

Topics for Overview include: 

• Prehistoric Societies 

• From Foraging to Agricultural and Pastoral Societies 

• Early Civilizations: Middle East, South Asia, East Asia, the 

Americas, Africa, and Oceania 

Special Focus: 

Issues Regarding the Use of the Concept of Civilization  

B. Unit 2: 600 BCE-600 CE: Organization and Reorganization of 

Human Societies 

Key Concepts:  

• Development and Codification of Religious and Cultural Traditions 

• Development of States and Empires 

• Emergence of Transregional Networks of Communication and 

Exchange 

Topics for Overview include: 

• Classical Civilizations 

• Major Belief Systems: Religion and Philosophy 

• Early Trading Networks 

Special Focus: 

1. World Religions: Animism focusing on Australasia and Sub-

Saharan Africa, Judaism and Christianity, Hinduism and Buddhism, 

Daoism and Confucianism 

2. Developments in Mesoamerica and Andean South America: Moche 

and Maya 

3. Bantu Migration and its Impact in Sub-Saharan Africa 

4. Transregional Trade: the Silk Road and the Indian Ocean 

5. Developments in China—development of imperial structure and 

Confucian society 

 



 

 

C. Unit 3: 600-1450: Regional and Transregional Interactions 

Key Concepts: 

• Expansion and Intensification of Communication and Exchange 

Networks 

• Continuity and Innovation of State Forms and Their Interactions 

• Increased Economic Productive Capacity and Its Consequences 

Topics for Overview include: 

• Byzantine Empire, Dar-al Islam, & Germanic Europe 

• Crusades 

• Sui, Tang, Song, and Ming empires 

• Delhi Sultanate 

• The Americas 

• The Turkish Empires 

• Italian city-states 

• Kingdoms & Empires in Africa 

• The Mongol Khanates 

• Trading Networks in the Post-Classical World 

Special Focus: 

• Islam and the establishment of empire 

• Polynesian Migrations 

• Empires in the Americas: Aztecs, the Maya and Inca 

• Expansion of Trade in the Indian Ocean—the Swahili Coast of East 

Africa 

 

Semester Two  

 

D. Unit 4: 1450-1750: Global Interactions 

Key Concepts: 

• Globalizing Networks of Communication and Exchange 

• New Forms of Social Organization and Modes of Production 

• State Consolidation and Imperial Expansion 

Topics for Overview include: 

Bringing the Eastern and Western Hemispheres Together into One 

Web 

• Ming and Qing Rule in China 

• Japanese Shogunates 

• The Trading Networks of the Indian Ocean 

• Effects of the Continued Spread of Belief Systems 

Special Focus: 

• Three Islamic Empires: Ottoman, Safavid, Mughal 



 

 

• Cross-Cultural Interaction: the Columbian Exchange 

• The Atlantic Slave Trade 

• Changes in Western Europe—roots of the “Rise of the West”  

 

E. Unit 5: 1750-1900: Industrialization and Global Integration 

Key Concepts: 

• Industrialization and Global Capitalism 

• Imperialism and Nation-State Formation 

• Nationalism, Revolution and Reform 

• Global Migration 

Topics for Overview include: 

• The Age of Revolutions: English Revolutions, Scientific Revolution 

& Enlightenment, American Revolution, French Revolution and its 

fallout in Europe, Haitian & Latin American Revolutions 

• Global Transformations: Demographic Changes, the End of the 

Atlantic Slave Trade, Industrial Revolution and Its Impact, Rise of 

Nationalism, Imperialism and its Impact on the World 

Special Focus: 

• Decline of Imperial China and the Rise of Imperial Japan 

• 19th Century Imperialism: Sub-Saharan Africa, South and Southeast 

Asia 

• Comparing the French and Latin American Revolutions 

• Changes in Production in Europe and the Global Impact of those     

changes  

F. Unit 6: 1900-present: Accelerating Global Change and 

Realignments 

Key Concepts: 

• Science and the Environment 

• Global Conflicts and Their Consequences 

• New Conceptualizations of Global Economy and Culture 

Topics for Overview include: 

• Crisis and Conflict in the Early 20th Century: Anti-Imperial 

Movements, World War I, Russian, Chinese and Mexican Revolutions, 

Depression, Rise of Militaristic and Fascist Societies, World War II 

• Internationalization: Decolonization, the Cold War World, 

International Organizations, the Post-Cold War World, Globalization 

Special Focus: 

• World War I and World War II: Global Causes and Consequences 

• Development of Communism in China, Russia, and Cuba 

• Responses to Western Involvement in Sub-Saharan Africa: 

Imperialism, the Cold War, and International Organizations 



 

 

V. Grading 

 

A. Grade Scale 

 

          100 – 90 = A, 89 - 80 = B, 79 – 70 = C, 69 – 60 = D, Below 60 = F 

 

B. General Grade Definitions 

 

A = Strong scholarship, work significantly exceeds the requirements of the 

instructor, and demonstrates independent thought and resourcefulness. 

Work is neat, organized, and free from spelling errors and on time. Work 

shows significant increase development of the student, and the work, if 

shared, enhances the group’s learning.  

ABOVE and BEYOND AVERAGE 

 

B = Accurate and complete scholarship that goes beyond the requirements 

of the instructor, and demonstrates above-average achievement. Work is 

neat, organized, and free from spelling errors and on time. Work shows 

some increased development of the student, and the work, if shared, is 

beneficial to the group’s learning.  

BEYOND AVERAGE 

 

C = Scholarship meets the minimum requirements of the instructor, and 

demonstrates little independent thought or may simply parrot the text. 

Work is neat, but may not be well organized and may contain spelling 

errors, and may possibly be late. Work shows little increased development 

of the student, if any. The work, if shared, is marginally beneficial to the 

group’s learning.  

AVERAGE 
 

D = Scholarship does not meet the requirements of the instructor, and 

demonstrates no independent thought and may be copied from another 

source, or paraphrased. Work may or may not be neatly done and well 

organized. The work may contain spelling errors, and may be late. Work 

shows no evidence of increasing the development of the student. The 

work, if shared, has little, or no, benefit for the group’s learning.  

BELOW AVERAGE 
 

F = Scholarship does not meet the minimum requirements of the instructor 

or the assignment. The work shows no evidence of independent thought, 

was copied from another source, or was paraphrased. The work may be 

late, or not turned in at all. If turned in, the work may not be neat, may 

contain spelling errors, and may be incomplete. If shared, the work is not 

beneficial to the group’s learning.  

SIGNIFICANTLY BELOW AVERAGE 

 



 

 

C. Grade Weights 

 

Quarter grades in this course are weighted as follows: 

 

1. Unit Tests      = 50% 

2. Chapter Quizzes (averaged)   = 15% 

3. Essays (averaged)         = 15% 

4. Mini-projects & Notebook    = 15% 

6. Classwork      = 5% 

 
NOTE: Semester grades DO NOT use the district grade matrix in this 

course. Your semester exam is weighted equally with each quarter.  

 

Students WILL have some type of assignment for this class each day. 

It may be working on their notebook, doing some assigned reading, 

reviewing for a test, or it may be a more formal assignment.  

 

NOTE: Late work is not accepted. The only way that a student may 

receive credit for late work is through an excused absence from school.  

 

VI. Classroom Conduct and Class Participation 

 

Students are expected to come to class on time, with all necessary materials, 

and prepared to work. “On time” means that all students are in their seats and 

ready to begin the day’s work when the bell rings. As a standard rule, students 

are not allowed to leave the classroom during class without a hall pass, and 

the hall pass is only for emergencies. I expect you to use the toilet facilities, 

run errands and to see your boyfriend/girlfriend between classes, on your 

time. 

 

A. Conduct: 

 

1. Come to class prepared - prepared to pay attention and to participate. You 

are responsible for your own learning. Do not do things that will 

distract you or others from the learning in the class. 

2. Maintain a positive attitude, smile, and try to be happy. Leave the 

schoolyard melodrama outside the classroom. 

3. Use your time wisely. If you are given time to work on assignments, do it!  

4. Be honest in all matters in this class, and in your life. Honesty builds trust, 

and trustworthiness feels good and is worth its weight in gold.  

5. Keep in mind that words do hurt. Rudeness, foul language or foul gestures 

are never tolerated. Be respectful, and you will be respected. 

6. Do not touch anything that is not yours without asking permission first. 

7. Do not do anything that may harm another person, or the property of 

another person. 

8. Do not bring cell phones, IPods, electronic games or other distracting 

devices to class. These will be confiscated and turned in to the office. 



 

 

9. Treat this classroom, as well as the entire school, like your home. – It is, 

for a great part of your day. Pick up after yourself, help put things away, 

and keep it neat and clean. This room is where I spend much of my day. I 

expect that you will treat the room and its contents with respect. Many of 

the items for your use are my personal property. 

10. In the rare event that a substitute is present, I expect you to be as 

respectful and cooperative as you are when I am in class. Substitutes will 

collect all homework and in-class assignments. These assignments will be 

graded.  

11. ABSOLUTELY NO GUM AND NO FOOD in this classroom!  

 

B. Participation 

 

1. Students are expected to actively participate in classroom discussions.  

      Discussions provide time for students to think through their ideas and to  

      learn from the ideas of others. 

2.   Be courteous to others during all discussions. Raising your hand to speak  

      is not necessary, just wait until the person speaking is finished. 

 

NOTE: Conduct and participation makes up enough of your grade of your 

quarter grade so that you do need to actively participate in class. Violations of 

conduct rules, tardiness, as well as failing to participate will influence this 

portion of your grade. 

 

VII. Assignments and Tests 

 
A. Assignments 

 
1. I strongly encourage you to utilize a planner for this course, as 

well as for your other courses. 

2. Written work is due at the beginning of class, so do not plan to finish it 

during class, or later in the school day. Late work will not be accepted 

unless you have an excused absence. If you miss class because you are 
late to school, then it is your responsibility to give it to me before the end 

of the day, and you must show me your “late pass” from the office. If you 

miss class because you are being dismissed early, then it is your 

responsibility to give me the assignment(s) before you leave.  

3. Late assignments will not be accepted. You know well in advance 

when an assignment is due so plan accordingly.  
4. Written assignments are to be written in blue or black ink on 

standard notebook paper, not done on a word processor, on white lined 

paper (8 ½ x 11) with your name, date and class period in the upper 

right corner. Assignments turned in on paper torn from a spiral 

notebook, or on any other type of paper will not be accepted. Use blue or 
black ink. I will not read assignments written in orange, pastel colors, or 

any other strangely colored inks. Your work should be done neatly and 

should follow standard conventions for spelling and grammar.  -  Take 

pride in your work. Written work may not be done on a word 

processor. 

5. I will not accept any assignments via e-mail for any reason. 



 

 

6. Some assignments will be completed and submitted via Schoology.  

 

B. Unit Test and Quiz Requirements 
 

1. Test dates are listed in the assignment calendar. Quizzes are not 

announced, but do coincide with the assigned reading pattern. Plan your 

studying accordingly. 

2.   The ink rules from above apply to tests. All test essays must be written 

in blue or black ink. Essays written in pencil will not be scored. Chapter 
quizzes are generally multiple choice and are done on a Scantron sheet 

with pencil. If a quiz is in another format, you may use pencil, too.  

3.   Reading notes for the particular reading assignment be quizzed must be 

completed in order to take the quiz. If you do not have your notes 

completed in the proper format, you will not be allowed to take the quiz 

until they are complete AND you will lose 10 points per day on the quiz 
for each day that they are not completed and shown to me.  

4.   Tests may be made up only if you have an excused absence. Make-up 

 tests are given at a date and time of my choosing, but within one 

 week of the original test date. This is the ONLY opportunity for a 

 make-up test.  
5.   You may be excused by me from taking a scheduled test IF you have 

been absent two or more consecutive days before the test. Cutting class, 

late to school, early dismissals do not count as an absence from school. 

6.   Excused absences from school will be allowed an equal number of days 

in which to make up any assigned work. 

7.  Make-up reading quizzes follow the same rules as do Unit Tests. Quizzes 
 missed because of unexcused absence or unexcused tardiness will be 

 scored as a zero. 

8.   Test repair is available on unit tests on which a student scores lower 

than a 60 % on the test. Students will have an opportunity to repair the 

test up to a 60%, no higher. Test repair is not available for students 
scoring higher than 60% on a unit test. Please see below for more details 

on test repair.  

 

TEST REPAIR DIRECTIONS 

 

Test repair is available on the multiple choice questions portion of unit tests on which a 

student scores lower than a 60 % on the test as a whole. Students will have an 

opportunity to repair the test up to a test grade of 60%, no higher. Test repair is not 

available for students scoring higher than 60% on a unit test. Test repair is voluntary, and 

test repair is not available on quizzes or semester exams.  

 

1. Test repair must be completed before school, in my classroom. You may come in 

beginning at 6:00 AM, and you may work until 7:15 AM. There will be no opportunity 

for test repair after school, or during lunch periods. Adjust your schedule accordingly.  

2. You will have five consecutive (5) class days in which to complete your test repair.  I 

will announce the day on which test repair will begin. The five day limit will be based on 

my announcement.  

3. To successfully repair a question, you must: 

A. Write the question number on your paper. Write out the entire question. Analyze the    

question and highlight three key words that the question is asking you. 



 

 

 B. Describe the answer choices. What are they pertaining to? Indicate what the 

                    correct answer was on the test. 

C. Explain why you missed the question. What made you select the answer you chose? 

 D. What is the correct answer? How do you know? Provide evidence (page number).      

 E. Copy, paraphrase or explain the statement in the text. 

F. Explain why the correct answer is a better choice in relation to what the question  

    asked. – Stating things such as “because it is the correct answer” will not be accepted.  

4. For each incorrect answer that you successfully correct, I will return 1/2 point to your 

test grade, up to a 60% score on the test.  

5. In order to receive credit consideration, your name must be on all papers, your work 

must be neatly done in ink, and all papers must be stapled to the test questions. 

Loose papers will not be accepted.   
 

 


