Name ________________________________

Journal Rubric – Mrs. Potter

Each journal is worth 50 points.

Follow this rubric:
1.  Ten hand-written pages.  
2.  The definition of one page is an 8 1/2” x 11” sheet of paper with at least 25 lines filled, 
from pink line to pink line, on one side only.  
3.  The journal must be written in your own handwriting and contain your own 
original words (no song lyrics, etc.). 
4.  This is not a diary: make sure that your topics are appropriate for school.  
5.  Number the pages in the upper right corner.  
6.  Use dark blue or black ink.
7.  The first 5 pages are on topics of your own choosing. (See Journal Starters – other 
side.) 
8.  The last 5 pages will be reflections on the books/novels you are reading:  
Instructions for Last Five Pages of Journal:

Reflections on the novel you are currently reading

Page 6:  Discuss plot.  What are the major events?   The climax?  The resolution?

Page 7:  Discuss characters – How you know their traits (what they say or do, 
what others say about them, direct description), which ones you 
like/identify with and which ones you don’t care for and why.

Page 8:  Discuss conflict.  What is the major conflict?  Minor ones?  Are they 
resolved to your satisfaction?

Page 9: Discuss figurative language giving SPECIFIC EXAMPLES (similes, 
metaphors, imagery, symbolism, 
personification, etc.) and how they affect 
the telling of the story.

Page 10:  Discuss theme.  What is the overall message of the story?  How can you 
tell?

Grading

The journal will be graded on how well you follow the rubric, express your understanding of each literary element, the validity of your examples/support, and the quality of your writing.  The journal loses three points for lack of adherence to each rubric element.  The journal loses one letter grade for each page it is missing and each day it is turned in late.
Journal Starters

1.  Describe a favorite toy you had as a child.  What made you especially fond of it?

2.  Describe a place where you feel (or have felt) most at home.  What makes it a comfortable place for you?

3.  Write a list of at least 50 things that make you feel good.

4.  Describe the perfect “possible” day.  Put in as many details as you can.

5.  Describe the perfect “dream” day.  How is it different from a “possible” day?

6.  Who is the person from history that you would most like to meet and talk to?  Why?  What would you like 
to ask?

7. Who is the person alive today whom you would most like to meet and talk to?  Why?  What would you like 
to ask?

8.  Who is the person from literature that you would most like to meet and talk to.  Why?  What would you 
like to ask?

9.  Compile a list of words that describe you as a child.  Compile a second list that describes you as you are 
now.  How are these lists the same?  How are they different?

10.  Are you a noun or a verb?  Give evidence.

11.  Finish this thought: “If I could change one thing about myself…”  (If you can’t think of anything, consider 
telling how you got to be perfect!)

12.  Write a mini-biography using single words only, no phrases or sentences. (Born. Empty. Birthday. Four. 
Vague. Birthday. Five. Clearer. House, Pond. Hill. Kindergarten.  Rhythm. Band.)

13.  Compile a list of animate or inanimate objects to which you might compare yourself metaphorically.  (I 
am a windmill.  I change direction or my thoughts whenever someone talks to me.)

14.  Describe an animal that you identify with strongly.  Why do you have a special feeling about this animal?

15.  Tell about what triggers anger in you or someone else.

16.  Make a list of “I used to…but now…” statements.  They need not be in any particular order or on any 
specific subject, but they should be true.  Then make another is of “I used to…but now…” statements, 
but this one should be totally imaginative.  Which list was more fun to make?  What does this say 
about you?

17.  Write about something that you wanted very much and perhaps worked long and hard for, but were 
unable to get.  What were your feelings then?  What are your feelings about it now?

18.  Invent a monster and describe it.  Tell where it lives, what it eats, and what it does.

19.  What is your favorite kind of weather?  Why?

20.  Describe a time when you really felt fear.  What made it a frightening time?  How did you feel when it 
was over?

21.  What is the best book you’ve ever read?  Why did you like it?  Did reading the book change you in any 
way?  What way?

22. Write about what you didn’t do this weekend.

23.  Think of an incident that happened to you and exaggerate the telling.  Make it a tall tale.

24.  If you were the ruler of the world, what things would you banish absolutely, for all time?  (rain on 
weekends, eggplant)  Make a list.  Use your imagination.
25.  If you could go back in time to anywhere or “anywhen,” where/when would you go and why?

26.  What law that would help people would you like to see enacted?  How would it help?

27.  What TV commercial do you dislike beyond all others?  What about it is particularly annoying to you?
28.  What is you first vivid memory?

29.  Design some gadget, machine, building or other creation that might enrich future life.  What does it look 
like?  What does it do?  How does it function?  In what ways might it benefit people?

30.  What current fashion in clothing do you particularly like or dislike?  Explain.
