Student name PRINTED (Last name, first name)  __________________________________

	
[image: image3.jpg])

ACHIEVE & EXCEL




	Classroom Expectations for Room 802 Marine Science    


1. Every effort will be made to create a positive, interesting, word-rich learning environment which includes observation of many specimens, diagrams and visual media such as video, DVD, internet graphics, etc., as well as computer data search, modeling, etc.  The textbook shall be considered as a resource.  The primary study guide will be the required notebook.  Information in the text will be supplemented with many local and/or regional examples that are not provided in the text. 
2. Materials needed: Standard size (8 ½ X 11 ) 3 –ring binder or folder with 3 prongs, paper and pencil or pen, textbook and homework.  The notebook will be collected and graded, usually at the end of a unit and the mark will be equal to that of a test.  Notebooks are expected to be organized and available for check at all times. 
3. Upon entry into the classroom and at all times during the class, students are not to touch any equipment, materials, aquaria, electrical or gas outlets unless directed to do so by the teacher.  Serious, intentional infractions of this rule may result in failure of the lab activity and/or current unit work.  Any dissections will be conducted according to National Standards.  Students may be excused, but are accountable for material and will be given an alternate assignment. 
4.  The teacher can provide clarification but it is the student’s responsibility to be sure of directions and procedures.  Note that accidents usually happen when someone is fooling around and/or not paying attention.  Students will receive instruction pertaining to equipment use prior to its use.  Students should never use any equipment or perform any laboratory activity if unsure of directions.  Each student will receive a safety contract pertaining to his/her actions and responsibilities in the science classroom/laboratory.  Each student will sign a copy of this contract after a class discussion of the reasons for every student’s cooperation in these settings and instruction in safety equipment and procedures.  This contract also includes a “no cheating” section. 

5.  Student are expected to enter and exit room 802 from the outside door facing the courtyard. No student is to enter through the science preparation/storage area.  In case of fire, exit through the door to courtyard, turn left and remain together with class away from building across the parking area.  In case of tornado or “code red lockdown event”, remain quietly in room 802, a windowless classroom. 

6. Exceptional effort or participation may be awarded extra credit. There are many times when projects or laboratory activities may require advance preparation, upkeep and follow-up.  Students willing to help out in these areas may receive extra credit for participation.  Likewise, messy, unreadable, or marked-up assignments as well as assignments with obvious lack of quality may be marked “N/A” which means “not acceptable for credit”.  These are expected to be redone, attached to the original and returned to the teacher by the next class.  If not redone and returned, no credit. 

7. Make up policy-  see Code for Student Success booklet.  Attendance will be closely monitored.  Students with excused absences may receive assignments in addition to the regular bookwork and homework to make up for missing class discussion.  Extensions beyond the two day limit may be granted for notebooks or projects. Please inform your teacher of special circumstances regarding your performance in this class.  Tests are best made up before or after class to avoid missing additional class time and will be done by appointment.  Work assigned in advance of class missed due to a field trip or other activity with another class or other extended excused absences due to family vacations arrange with the office will be due upon return from the absence.  The 2 day rule does NOT apply to these advance situations.  
8. Homework  is due at the beginning  of the class on the due date. No credit will be given for late assignments. 

9. Students are expected to be in class, on time.  However, if necessary, students will be treated as young adults and expected to use the rest room facilities, returning promptly and without interruption of class. Students will be required to sign out and back in. Students are expected to use rest room and lockers between class. 

10. Remember that this is a combination classroom-laboratory room.  Do not bring food or drinks into the classroom with exception of screw-top water bottles for hydration.  Food and drink will be confiscated. 

11.  More conversation and movement is expected during laboratory than during the more traditional classroom activity such as seatwork, reading, class discussions, question and answer or lecture.  It is each student’s responsibility to keep the noise level appropriate and reasonable at all times.   

12. For everyone’s safety, please keep your backpacks and belongings under tables and out of the aisles, and remember to pick up after yourself.   End of activity/class clean-up will be considered part of requirement for grade. 
13. Field work – Students may earn extra credit for optional field work. NO FIELD TRIPS will be scheduled during school days. Optional field trips will be scheduled on non school days. Students will not be held accountable for academic content of optional trips. 
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drawing used by permission 
Bring a positive attitude and high expectations for yourself.
Together we shall explore the world of Marine Science.
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