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Lesson 1:  Understanding the Scenario

• BW:  Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Please write 
your name, the date, and a title at the top of the paper:

“Who Gets the Heart?”

• On the next slide you will answer a writing prompt that will ask you 
your opinion on the importance of certain people in society.  Please 
write your answer using complete sentences.  Include specific details 
to support and explain your answer.  You will have five minutes to 
complete the prompt.



Writing Prompt:  Who is Most Important?

“Who are the most important people in society and why?  Please explain 
your reasoning with specific examples and provide commentary and 
elaboration.  Then think about this scenario:  

The world is about to end due to man-made global catastrophe.  The 
leaders of the world have built an “ark” that will send 2,000 humans to 
another habitable planet to continue the human race.  Who should be 

chosen to go?”

• You will have five minutes to answer your question.  Please try to be 
complete as possible with your answer.  Following the prompt, we will 
share responses and take notes.  



Part II:  Who Gets the Heart?
• The following people are on a heart transplant list at a hospital.  The 

problem is there is only one heart available.  Only one will receive the 
heart and the rest will eventually die of heart failure.  

• John Williams

• Archibald McFarland III

• Gloria Nguyen

• Rachel Greenberg

• Jacob Smith

• Marilyn Wilson

• Instructor will handout the assignment sheet to the class.  



Directions and Writing Task

• You job is to choose who gets the heart.  Take some time to really think about 
this.  Five lives are in your hands.

• Once you have come to a decision, you will write a letter to the hospital 
board of directors from the point of view of your chosen recipient's (mother, 
father, sister, brother, best friend, teacher, clergy member, etc.).  

• Your letter must convince the hospital board that your chosen recipient is 
more worthy than the others to receive the heart.  

• Your letter must have specific evidence.  You must explain the evidence and 
provide reasoning and elaboration.  Your letter must contain at least one 
counterclaim and a rebuttal.  

• Your letter must be at least 200, and no more than 250 words.  You will have 
one full day in class to complete this assignment.  You must print your letter 
out and bring it to class to present your case.  



Lesson 2:  Present Your Case

• BW:  Please make sure your letter to the hospital board of directors is 
on your desk.  Please take out a separate sheet of paper.  Write your 
name, the date, and title at the top:

“Lesson 2:  The Final Decision”

• As a class, we will hear the letters from at least one representative for 
each possible recipient.  You will quickly get into groups based on the 
person you chose and decide who has written the best argument.  
Then that person will read their letter to the rest of the class.



Part II:  The Final Decision and Reflection

• At this point your instructor will read the name of the person who 
will receive the heart.  Following the final verdict answer the 
following questions:

1. Do you agree or disagree with the choice?  Why or why not?  
Please explain using specific examples and sound reasoning.

2. Do you think your argument was convincing enough?  Now that 
you have heard all of the arguments, what would you have 
changed about your own to help strengthen your case.

• Please staple your notes from lesson one and lesson three to your 
letter.  Please turn it in to the box and clean up.  


