
Lemon Bay High School                  English 2 
 

“Who Gets the Heart”  
Adapted from NCTE Exercise Exchange Lesson:  Argumentation 

 
Derrick Rose:  b. 10/4/88.  NBA Rookie of the Year.  At age 22, became the youngest player to 
win the NBA Most Valuable Player Award.  Has one son, Derrick Jr. who is six-years-old.  In 2018 
Rose, introduced The Rose Scholars program, a scholarship program to help students achieve a 
higher education. 

 
George W. Bush:  b. 7/6/1946.  Air Force Veteran. Former Governor of Texas.  43rd President of 
the United States.  Oversaw and directed the International response to the September 11th 
attacks on the United States.  Father of two daughters, Barbara and Jenna.  Highly regarded 
political leader and advisor on all matters regrading international and national affairs. 
 
Gloria Nquyen:  4-years-old; able to walk and talk at an early age; only child of immigrant 
parents who escaped the political persecution in Cambodia.  Preliminary IQ tests show she is at 
the genius level.   
 
Stacy Silverman:  26-years-old.  Freelance writer of some renown; married and mother of three 
children; Husband was injured in an auto accident and is confined to a wheelchair.  He earns 
$65,000 per year as a chemist.  Her parents were killed in the 2015 Paris Terror Attacks.  No life 
insurance policy. 
 
Jacob Smith:  24-year-old high school dropout.  Enlisted in the military and served in 
Afghanistan for three tours.  Earned the Bronze Star.  Became addicted to heroin while in the 
army, but has since recovered and earned his high school diploma.  He is currently attending 
college and on the honor roll.  Has an 18-year-old brother who lives with him.   
 
Abigail Wilson:  16-year-old junior at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School.  Straight A 
student who is active in speech and drama clubs.  Works as a camp counselor in summers.  
Parents are divorced and she lives with her mother, a nurse.  Maintains close ties to father, an 
attorney.  Has two younger brothers, 13 and 8.  Though she battles anorexia, she saved the 
lives of five of her classmates on February 14th, 2018.   
 
 
Question:  Who should be given the heart?   

 
Your task is to write a paper (letter) presenting your position to the hospital board of directors.  
You can write from the perspective of a family member or friend.  Your letter must be at least 
250 words, use evidence from the provided text (can conduct research), use one or more of the 
following—Ethos, Pathos, and/or Logos, and be free from errors.  You may not exceed 300 
words.   
 
Each student will choose one recipient.  There must be at least one representative for each 
person.  



 


