
Lemon Bay High School                          ENC 1101 

 

Unit Guide:  Understanding Discourse, Reporting, and Investigating 

 

Essential Questions:   

• What are the accepted forms of discourse and communication? 

• How have human beings recorded history and thought, and does it contain intended or unintended writer 
bias? 

• How can I continue to improve as a writer, including my use of technology to conduct research as 

well as to help write an academic expository essay?   

 

Goals: 

• Understand classical and contemporary definitions of discourse. 

• Understand the purpose of language and communication and learn the accepted forms of academic 
discourse.   

• Compare texts that have different interpretations of the same event or issue. 

• Learn the structure of an academic essay including MLA format, properly citing sources in-text, 

and creating a works cited page. 

• Learn how to give and receive feedback to strengthen our writing and our individual essays. 

 

Required Text: The Norton Field Guide to Writing with Readings. Fourth Edition.  Richard Bullock and 

Maureen Daly Goggin, authors.   

 

Assignments and Activities: 

• Reading from The Norton Field Guide to Writing with Readings: 

o Chapter 25:  Writing as Inquiry.  Pages 281-284.  

o Chapter 12:  Reporting.  Pages 129-155. 

• Lesson/Activity:  James Moffett’s Universe of Discourse.  Recording, reporting, generalizing, and 

theorizing.  Introduction to basic writing theory and survey of theorists (Elbow, Bakhtin).  Includes 

simulation and writing activities. 

• Grammar and Sentence Structure:  Comma, semicolon, and colon usage; subject-verb agreement; 

pronouns; conciseness; redundancy; active vs. passive voice; and excessive qualification.  

• Readings from The Norton Field Guide to Writing with Readings.  Chapter 61—Reports.  Choice of 

two of the following: 

o Why We Keep Playing the Lottery, by Adam Piore 

o Homeless on Campus, by Eleanor J. Bader 

o Fremont High School, by Jonathan Kozol 

o Multitasking Can Make You Lose…Um…Focus, by Alina Tugend 

• Unit Essay—Reporting on an Issue.  1200 word essay in MLA Format.  Must be word processed 

using Google Docs or MS Word.  All sources must be cited in-text and on a works cited page.  

Essay must use Moffett’s Universe of Discourse to help develop thesis.   



• Continued use of Noodle Tools, Google Docs, and Google Classroom applications, as well as 

continued focus on citing research in-text.   

• Writer’s Workshop:  Includes students participating in writer’s workshop.  Students will give and 

receive feedback on their writing.  (Must have some online feedback via Google Docs). 

 

Notes:   

• Complete all reading assignments at home by the assigned due date.  Due dates are posted in 

class. 

• All essays must be turned in on time.  There will be specific due dates and times for each essay. 

Failure to turn in your essays on time or meet the requirements will result in removal from class. 

 


