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Lesson Goals:

 Students will understand the different types of text 

structures.

 Students will learn that different text structures serve a 

distinct purposes.

 Students will learn to identify structures with the help of 

graphic organizers. 



BW:  Introductory Writing Prompt

 Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Write 

your name, date, class period, and the title at the top:

“Recognizing Text Structures”

 Think about the following prompt.  Then answers it using 

complete sentences and complete thoughts.  Please answer 

to the best of your ability.  We will have an opportunity to 

share responses and take notes after you are finished.

“Please make a list of all the different types of texts you have 

read or can recognize.  The texts can be fiction or non fiction.  

For each text provide at least one specific example.”



What is text structure?

The way an author organizes their 

writing.

Text structure can change within the 

same text.



7 Common Patterns of Text 

Structure
1. Cause and Effect

2. Chronological Order

3. Compare and Contrast

4. Order of Importance

5. Problem/Solution

6. Sequence or Process Writing

7. Spatial/Descriptive Writing



Cause and Effect
 The relationship between events or things, where one 

is the result of the other.  In other words, there are 

actions and reactions.

Example

The dodo bird used to roam in large flocks across 

America.  Interestingly, the dodo wasn’t startled by gun 

shot.  Because of this, frontiersmen would kill entire flocks 

in one sitting.  Unable to sustain these attacks, the dodo 

was hunted into extinction.



Chronological Order
 Information in the passage is organized in order of 

time.

Example

The Great Crash, which triggered the Great Depression, 

occurred in October 1929.  There is no exact date for 

when Stalin assumed the role of sole dictator of the Soviet 

Union, but no serious historian puts it later than the start 

of 1928.



Compare and Contrast
 Two or more things are described.  Their similarities 

and differences are discussed.

Example

Linux and Windows are both operating systems.  

Computers use them to run programs.  Linux is totally free 

and open source, so users can improve or modify the 

source code.  Windows is proprietary, so it costs money to 

use and users are prohibited from altering the source 

code.



Order of Importance
 Information is expressed as a hierarchy or in priority.

Example

Here are two mistakes you can make on a date.  First, 

you could tell jokes that aren’t funny and laugh really hard 

to yourself.  This will make you look bad.  Worse though, 

you could offend your date.  One bad “joke” may cause 

your date to lash out at you.  



Problem and Solution
 A problem is described and a response or solution is 

proposed or explained.

Example

Thousands of people die each year in car accidents 

involving drugs or alcohol.  Lives could be saved if our 

town adopts a free public taxi service.  By providing such 

a service, we could prevent intoxicated drivers from 

endangering themselves or others.



Sequence/Process Writing
 Information is organized in steps or a process is 

explained in the order in which it occurs.

Example

Eating cereal is easy.  First, get out your materials.  Next, 

pour your cereal in the bowl.  Then, add milk.  Last, enjoy!



Spatial/Descriptive Writing
 Information is organized in order of space (top to 

bottom, left to right).

Example

When you walk into my bedroom, there is a window facing 

you.  To the right of that is a dresser and TV, and on the 

other side of the window is my bed.



Review and Conclusion

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7kWGQ-_ipBY

 Please show your work to your instructor for credit. 

 Keep your work in your binder under the “Assignments” 

section.  

 Use your notes as a reference for the rest of the 

assignments in this short unit.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7kWGQ-_ipBY

