
Lemon Bay High School                AP Language and Composition 

 

Summer Assignment 2021 

 

Required Texts: 

 

Fast Food Nation:  The Dark Side of the All-American Meal, by Eric Schlosser 

Documentary--Supersize Me:  A Film of Epic Portions.  Directed by Morgan Spurlock. 

 

Goals of the Assignment:   

 

1.  Read a non-fiction text.  I would like you to read a non-fiction text to learn and understand 

how an author builds an argument.  Schlosser’s text has been used by AP Language and 

Composition instructors for years, as each chapter (or set of chapters) has a clear purpose 

and/or argument, and the author supports their argument with a variety of relevant and well 

researched evidence.  Moreover, Schlosser’s employs several stylistic devices (rhetorical 

devices and figurative language) to further develop his argument. 

 

2.  Learn and understand the Rhetorical Situation.  The Rhetorical Situation is composed of the 

following elements: 

 

• Exigence: The issue, problem, or situation that causes or prompts someone to write or 

speak.  What provoked or inspired the writer. 

• Writer:  The individual who composes a speech, prose, or other piece of writing. 

• Purpose:  Why the writer (author) composed a text or part of a text.  Generally, to 

inform, instruct, persuade, or entertain. 

• Context:  When and where the text was written and when and where the text was 

published or delivered; the setting.   

• Message:  What is the claim the writer makes about the subject?  

 

3.  Learn to be / practice being a critical reader.  Critical readers read with a purpose.  Critical 

readers always think about or ask the following questions as they read: 

 

• Who is the audience?  

• What is the author’s purpose? 

• How do they achieve their purpose? (strategies) 

• Are they effective and why? 

 

4.  Identify Form, Structure, and Language in a given passage.  We will delve more into this at 

the beginning of the year; however, just like we analyze literature (fiction), we can analyze non-

fiction.  The concept of “Form, Structure, and Language” is related to the rhetorical situation 



but is more focused on the type of text (form), structure (how the text is built—sentences and 

paragraphs), and language (words and phrases) crafted by or used by the author.  “Form, 

Structure, and Language” very similar to “Rhetorical Analysis.”   

 

 

 

Directions for the Assignment: 

 

1.  Obtain a copy of Schlosser’s book.  You can find it easily on Amazon or at your local 

bookstore.  I will provide you with a copy, but if you have your own, you can annotate the text. 

 

2.  Read the book, including the introduction.  I have broken down the book into sections: 

 

• The Introduction 

• Chapters 1-4:  from “The American Way” 

• Chapters 5-7:  from “Meat and Potatoes” 

• Chapters 8-9:  from “Meat and Potatoes” 

• Chapter 10:  Globalization 

 

All students will analyze the introduction.  Then you will choose one more section and complete 

a different, but closely related task.   Remember, all questions/prompts must be answered 

using complete sentences and complete thoughts.   

 

Task #1:  ANALYZE THE INTRODUCTION 

 

• What is the main idea of the introduction?  (Hint—the main idea is related to the 

exigence).  Your answer should be in paragraph form, five to seven sentences long, and 

have a topic sentence and supporting sentences.  You should provide at least two direct 

quotes from the text to help support your answer.  The direct quotes should be no 

longer than 10-12 words.  The direct quotes are part of the five to seven sentences. 

• What is the author’s purpose for the introduction?  This is not the same thing as the 

main idea.  The author’s purpose answers the question of WHY is the author writing 

this, whereas the main idea is the WHAT is the author writing about.  Once again, your 

answer should be in paragraph form, five to seven sentences long, and have a topic 

sentence and supporting sentences.  You should provide at least two direct quotes from 

the text to help support your answer.  

• Lastly, HOW does the author achieve their purpose?  To answer this question, you will 

need to look at the form, structure, and language of the text.  For example, what types 

of evidence does the author use (e.g. statistics, interviews, anecdotes)? Does Schlosser 

use figurative language or rhetorical devices to present and build his case?  Etc.  Once 



again, your answer should be in paragraph form, five to seven sentences long, and have 

a topic sentence and supporting sentences.  You should provide at least two direct 

quotes from the text to help support your answer.     

 

Task #2:  IDENTIFY THE RHETORICAL SITUATION 

 

Choose one more section of the text (listed above) and identify the rhetorical situation.  Each 

answer should be at least one to two complete sentences.  Once again, here is the Rhetorical 

Situation: 

 

• Exigence: The issue, problem, or situation that causes or prompts someone to write or 

speak.  What provoked or inspired the writer. 

• Writer:  The individual who composes a speech, prose, or other piece of writing. 

• Purpose:  Why the writer (author) composed a text or part of a text.  Generally, to 

inform, instruct, persuade, or entertain. 

• Context:  When and where the text was written and when and where the text was 

published or delivered; the setting.   

• Message:  What is the claim the writer makes about the subject?  

 

TASK #2, PART II:  RESPOND TO YOUR CHOSEN SECTION 

 

Your final task is to write a one paragraph response to your chosen section.  In this response 

you will choose a topic presented in that section and provide your opinion or ‘response’ to that 

topic.  You may agree or disagree with the author, or you may present your own take on the 

issue.  Your paragraph should loosely follow this format: 

 

• Topic Sentence (identify and provide your stance or opinion on the issue) 

• Evidence (from the text) (short direct quote) 

• Connection (explain the evidence) (how does it relate to your stance) (elaborate!) 

• Evidence #2 

• Connection #2 

• Counterclaim / Rebuttal (what are the arguments of the opposition? And refute them) 

• Concluding Sentence (wrap it up, or if this were an extended essay, transition) 

 

You can begin with the counterclaim if you like.  This is entirely up to you!  

 

Expectations and Allotting Time: 

 

Your work should be word processed (MS Word, Google Docs, or similar program) and free 

from errors.  The total amount of writing for this assignment should not exceed three pages—

you are only writing the equivalent of five, albeit substantial, paragraphs.   Please make sure 



you provide yourself with enough time to complete this assignment.  There is a bit of reading, 

so please plan accordingly.     

 

I am not putting this assignment on Google Classroom because we will be transitioning to 

Canvas next year.  Please print out your final document.   

 

All work is due on the first day of school.  It will be 15% of your first quarter grade.   

 

 

 


