
Review—The Free Response 
Questions:  Writing Successful 
Essays on the AP Language and 

Composition Exam 

AP Language and Composition

Lemon Bay High School

Mr. Mark Hertz



Goals of This Lesson and Pre-Rate

• Review the three types of essays you will be required to 
write on the AP Language and Composition exam.

• Review the scoring rubric for the free response section of 
the AP Language and Composition Exam.

• Review the basic structure of an academic argumentative 
essay--specifically the structure of an introduction paragraph 
and the body paragraphs (TECECC).

• Master writing the introduction paragraph.

• Reflect on our experience with timed in-class essays.



Lesson 1:  Review—AP Essays and Structure

• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Please write your 
name, the date, and title at the top of the paper:

“Review:  Structure of Academic Argument (Essay)”

• On the next page, you will answer a prompt asking you about your 
progress with writing timed essays (in-class essays).  Please answer your 
question using complete sentences and complete thoughts.  Please be 
honest with your answer.  

• Following the writing activity we will share responses and write class 
notes (short bulleted list)



Prompt—Writing Timed Essays

“At this point in time, what are your strengths and areas to 
improve when it comes to writing timed essays? Then please 
rate your current ability in writing timed essays on a scale of 1-
5, with a 1 being least successful and a 5 being most successful 
(masterful).  For both tasks, please explain your answer using
specific examples.”

• 5 minutes.  

• Students share responses / bulleted list / notes.



The Free Response (from AP Central)

• Three free-response questions.  2 hours and 15 minutes.  55% of exam 
score. 

The Three Prompts:

• Synthesis:  Students read several texts about a topic and create an 
argument that synthesizes at least three of the sources to support their 
thesis.

• Rhetorical Analysis:  Students read a non-fiction text and analyze how 
the writer's language choices contribute to his or her purpose and 
intended meaning for the text.

• Argument:  Students create an evidence-based argument that responds 
to a given topic



The AP Lang and Comp Free Response Essay 
Grading Rubric—Overview 

• When a reader is scoring your essay, they understand this is a draft 
written in one sitting, not a take home essay written over a period of 
time.  

• Scoring grades: Effective, Adequate, Inadequate, Little Success

Effective:  Effective essays will score an 8 or 9.  Defends, qualifies, or 
challenges the claim or topic.  Convincing.  Uses and cites sources from 
the provided readings and/or your own experience. Some errors in 
language and usage.



Adequate:  Adequate essays score a 7, 6, or a 5.  Adequately takes a position 
that defends, challenges, or qualifies the claim or topic. Generally convincing.  
Cites sources from the provided readings generally relate to your claim/thesis.  
Some errors in language and usage.  Prose is generally clear.

Inadequate:  Score of a 3 or 4.  Inadequately takes a position on the claim or 
topic.  Attempts to present an argument and provide evidence, but 
misunderstands the prompt or the argument is unclear.  Sources may not be 
cited and links between the evidence is weak.

Little Success:  Score of 0, 1, or 2.  Little success in taking a position on the 
claim or topic.  References the readings as evidence, but does not directly cite 
examples.  Problems with organization and shows little command of writing 
skill.  Contains several grammatical, punctuation, spelling, and other errors.



Review:  Structure of an Academic Argument Essay

• Introduction
• Provides the reader the topic of your paper and your stance 

(thesis) on the issue.

• Body Paragraphs
• Provides the reader your reasons and arguments that support 

your stance; provides evidence, and addresses the 
counterclaim and provides a rebuttal.

• Conclusion
• Reviews your argument points and leaves the reader thinking 

in some way.



Introduction Paragraph

1. Attention Getter / Grabber
• Capture the readers interest (make them want to read the 

essay)

• Questions, Quote, Statistic, Anecdote

2. Background Information
• Provides critical information to the reader so they 

understand the topic of your essay 

• Absolutely use the question (prompt) to help provide 
background information.

3. Claim / Thesis
• What is your main argument or main purpose in this essay.  

Write it in one declarative sentence.



1. Topic Sentence

2. Evidence--direct quote or paraphrase from the text or other 
research.

3. Explain Evidence—Where did it come from?  Explain how it 
relates to the topic.

4. Commentary / Elaboration—Thoughts and opinions on 
how the evidence relates to the thesis.

5. Counterclaim/Rebuttal—The argument of the opposition, 
as it relates to your evidence, and your refutation.

6. Transition Sentence

Body Paragraph(s)

Repeat 
2x



Conclusion Paragraph

1. Topic Sentence

2. Possible Counterclaim (optional depending on your own 
style)

3. Restate Thesis

4. Summarize main points (brief summary of evidence)

5. Final thoughts or comments that leave the reader thinking 
in some way.
• (call to action, question, scenario, acknowledge the reader.)



Conclusion of the Lesson:

• Please make sure your name is clearly written at the top of 
your paper.

• Show your work to your instructor for credit.

• Please make sure your work is placed neatly and safely in 
your binder.  You can put it in the “Assignments” or “Essay” 
section.

• We will continue this lesson series tomorrow.  Your instructor 
will handout a copy of the Rhetorical Analysis essay prompt.  
Please read and annotate it and bring it to class tomorrow. 



Lesson 2:  In-Class Essay #2—Rhetorical Analysis 

• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Please write 
your name, the date, and title at the top of the paper:

“I.C.E. #2:  Rhetorical Analysis”

• Make sure you have a copy of the essay prompt on your desk.

• You will be placed in groups of three.  Please get a whiteboard, 
marker, and an eraser.  

• You will be completing parts of the introduction paragraph as a group.
Then we will share our responses as a class.  Make sure you write all 
information from your whiteboard on a separate sheet of paper.



The Writing Prompt:

“On the tenth anniversary of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., labor union organizer and civil rights leader Cesar Chavez published 
an article in the magazine of a religious organization devoted to helping 
those in need.  Read the following article carefully.  Then, in a well-
written essay, analyze the rhetorical choices Chavez makes to develop 
his argument about nonviolent resistance.”

• You will have time in class to analyze the prompt and work developing 
the introduction paragraph; however, you will have one class period to 
write your essay.  Please make sure you are completely prepared and 
bring all needed materials to class on the day of the in-class essay.  



Group Assignment:  The Introduction Paragraph

Directions to Get Started:  Groups of Three.  Each group must get a 
whiteboard, marker, and eraser.  Each group should have a copy of the 
essay question (Chavez Article).

Tasks: Write responses on the white board and on own individual papers

1. Groups read the prompt.  Break the question into parts and list what it 
is specifically asking the writer to do. (bulleted list)

2. Write a working thesis statement (or two).

3. Write a possible attention getter.

4. Write the bridge (background) sentence(s).  Must include the prompt 
(question) in some way.  

5. Quickly share group responses with the rest of the class.  If there is not 
time to share,  keep the whiteboard in a safe place until tomorrow.  



Lesson 3:  Essay Self Reflection
• Directions:  Please make sure a copy of your completed in-class essay is on 

your desk.  Please take out a separate sheet of paper and a pen or pencil.  
Please write your name, date, and title at the top of the paper:

“I.C.E. #2 Self-Reflection:  Rhetorical Analysis”

• On the next slide you will be asked to complete a series of tasks and answer 
questions about your essay.  Please answer the questions honestly and to 
the best of your ability.  

• Following the Q & A session, we will participate in a read-around session.  
We will read each others essays until there are five minutes left in class.

• Lastly, you will again look at your own essay and examine similarities and 
differences between your essay and the other two essays you read.



Self-Reflection Tasks and Questions:
1. Underline or highlight your thesis statement.

2. Did you use the prompt to help you answer the question (background 
sentence)?  Was it effective and clear?  Please explain. Then highlight it on 
your essay (different color). 

3. Did your introduction paragraph follow the TECECC outline? Was it clear 
and effective?  Please explain.  

4. Write a star in the margins next to any direct quotes (evidence).  

5. What is the strongest part of your essay?  Please be specific.

6. In what areas of writing timed essay do you still need to improve?  Please 
be specific.  

7. Did you include at least three direct quotes in your essay?  Were they 
effective and help strengthen your argument?  Please explain.

8. Using the rubric, what would you score your essay and why?  Please 
explain your answer using specific examples.



Read Around—Colleagues Sharing Work
• Now that you have completed your reflection, you will share your work with 

and read the work of your colleagues.

1. Trade essays with another student.  

2. Read their essay in its entirety.  Pay close attention to their thesis 
statement and evidence.

3. Then answer the following for them:
• Do they have a clear thesis?
• Did they use the prompt to help provide background information?
• Was the introduction paragraph clear and effective?

4. Provide two positive comments.  Be specific, not general please.

5. Trade papers again.  Repeat this process until there is five minutes left in 
class.  



Final Essay Analysis, Post-Rate, and Conclusion:
Please make sure your essay and self reflection is on your desk.  Please take out lesson 1 
(structure review) and have on your desk as well.  

Final Questions for Reflection:

1. Now that you have read at least two of your colleagues essays, please explain at least two 
structural elements that were similar (similarities between essays).

2. Now that your reflection and read around is complete, please identify at least two structural 
elements that are missing from your essay.

Post-Rate Lesson Series:

• Understanding of the three types of essays you will be required to write on the AP Language 
and Composition exam.

• Understanding of the scoring rubric for the free response section of the AP Language and 
Composition Exam.

• Understanding of the basic structure of an academic argumentative essay--specifically the 
structure of an introduction paragraph and the body paragraphs (TECECC).

• Your level of mastery in writing an introduction paragraph.


