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Unit Guide:  The Researched Argument 

 

Essential Questions:   

 What are the most common types of arguments in academia, the media, and society in general? 

 How are the different types of arguments developed and supported with evidence? 

 What resources can an individual use to gather information about a topic? 

 

Goals:  

 Learn about six common argument present in academics, the media, and society.  

 Work with colleagues to investigate one specific type of argument. 

 Conduct research on a topic of your choice, build an argument, and find credible evidence to 

support your thesis.   

 

Required Texts:   

 Practical Argument 2nd Edition.  Laurie Kirszner and Stephen Mandell, Editors. 

 

Assignments and Activities:  

 Activity:  Survey of Arguments—Group Research Project.  Choose one of six types of arguments 

outlined in Practical Argument and create an informative handout.  Use publisher or other similar 

program.  Must provide a complete description and survey of your chosen type of argument.  All 

work must be cited in-text and have a small works cited section.   

 Reading:  Chapter 12 “Definition Arguments” from Practical Argument 2nd Edition.   

 Reading:  Chapter 13 “Casual Arguments” from Practical Argument 2nd Edition. 

 Reading:  Chapter 14 “Evaluation Arguments” from Practical Argument 2nd Edition. 

 Reading:  Chapter 15 “Proposal Arguments” from Practical Argument 2nd Edition. 

 Reading:  Chapter 16 “Arguments by Analogy” from Practical Argument 2nd Edition. 

 Reading:  Chapter 17 “Ethical Arguments” from Practical Argument 2nd Edition. 

 Researched Argument Essay:  Write a 1300-word essay on a topic of your choice and conduct 

research to answer some kind of question.  The answer to your question will be your thesis 

statement and your research must defend your thesis statement.  Essay must be in MLA format, 

cite evidence in-text, and have a properly formatted works cited page. 

 Participation in Writer’s Workshop:  Peer review, meaningful revision, and publication. 

 

Semester Final Project:  Presentation of findings and evidence.  Using Google Slides, MS 

PowerPoint, Prezi, or other similar program, present your final researched argument.  This must be a 

combination of text, images, and possibly video.  Presentation should last approximately 6-8 minutes.  

This will count as your final exam and it is required of all students.   


