
Lemon Bay High School               ENC 1102 

 

Researched Argument Essay 

 

Basic Paper Requirements: 

 1500 word minimum researched argument essay in MLA format.   

 Properly quote and cite your information in-text and on a works cited page. 

 Select a topic of your choice and conduct research to answer some kind of question.  The 

answer to your question will be your thesis statement and your research must defend your 

thesis statement.  Look at the following example: 

o Topic:  Concussions in youth sports.   

o Question:  Should sport organizations, schools, and the government do more to 

protect youth athletes from the dangers of head trauma (concussions)?   

o Thesis:  Though regulations should be in place to protect youth from the dangers of 

head trauma and concussions, the creation of too many rules and regulations will be 

expensive and take away from the spirit of athletic competition. 

 Include and refute the stance of the opposition (counterclaim and rebuttal). 

 Try to be specific when creating your topic and asking your question.  The more specific 

your topic is, the easier it will be to focus your research and keep your argument organized 

and concise.  Look at the following example: 

o (General) There is too much pollution in our oceans. 

o (Specific)  The occurrence of Red Tide in Southwest Florida is harmful to our marine 

life, tourist industry, and individual health.   

o (Even more specific):  The occurrence of Red Tide in Southwest Florida is negatively 

effects the local economy, costing millions of dollars every year. 

 Choose a topic that interests you.  It could be a topic which you already have knowledge or 

experience, or something you have just learned about but would like to further research.   

 

List of topics from our text, Practical Argument: A Text and Anthology:   

 

 Is attending college worth the costs?  Student loan debt. 

 Should a college education be a right of every citizen? 

 The benefits of being bilingual. 

 Illegal immigration and paths to citizenship in the United States. 

 Are video games helpful or harmful to individuals? 

 Gun violence and gun control laws. 

 The black market economy. 

 Child labor, sweatshops, and the availability of cheap goods and products. 

 Helping students with learning disabilities; online learning; plagiarism in schools. 

 Cell phones and smart phones; are they making us smarter? 

 Raising / lowering drinking age, voting age, driving age, etc. (responsibilities of adulthood) 

 Should we pay college athletes?   

 Inequities of social and economic classes. 

 Controversial sports mascots. 

 Penalties for sex offenders. 



 Bottled water and its effects on the environment. 

 Eating meat vs. vegetarianism. 

 Safety and national security in a post 9/11 United States. 

 Gender equality in the workplace and society in general. 

 

 

Developing Your Thesis:  There are several ways to go about developing a thesis.  Here is a list 

of questions to help you brainstorm potential topics: 

 

1. What are the most important issues affecting our world today (global).  Make a list of your 

top three and briefly explain/define them. 

2. What are the most important issues affecting our country (national).  Make a list of your top 

three and briefly explain/define them. 

3. What are the most important issues affecting our city, region, or state (local).  Make a list of 

your top three and briefly explain/define them. 

4. What are your personal interests and/or hobbies?  What do you like to do with your spare 

time?  What would you like to do with your time/life in the future? 

5. What are your career interests?  What would you like to do in the future?  Are there any 

specific areas of focus in your chosen career you would like to investigate?  

 

 

Resources to Consider: 

Purdue University’s Online Writing Lab (OWL): http://owl.english.purdue.edu/ look on the right 

margin to find info on MLA format, creating a thesis, outlines, and more. 

 

Due Dates: 

 

Rough Draft of Essay and Evidence of Peer Review (20 points) ________________________ 
 

Final Draft of Essay (100 points)                                                    ________________________ 

 

Final Class Presentation (50 points)               ________________________ 

 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/

