
Lemon Bay High School                       ENC 1101 

 

Reporting on an Issue:  Expository Essay Assignment 

 

Basic Paper Requirements: 

 1200-word minimum essay in which you will investigate and report on an issue.  Your essay must 

be in MLA format and be thesis driven.   

 Properly quote and cite your research and evidence in-text and on a works cited page. 

 Minimum of three scholarly, relevant sources.   

 You will be using a combination of Noodle Tools and Google Classroom to complete this essay.  

You will begin writing this essay via Noodle Tools; however, the directions for the assignment are 

on, and you will turn in your essay to the Google classroom site specific to your class. 

 Your essay must have an introduction, body, and conclusion.  As you conduct research include 

information from all relevant perspectives and take into consideration the validity and reliability of 

sources. Once you have gathered your information, use Moffett’s Universe of Discourse 

(recording, reporting, generalizing, and theorizing) to help you develop a thesis.   

 Make sure your essay has an appropriate title. 

 Please make sure to conduct a final edit before you turn your paper in.   

 

Characteristics of a Report:  To help begin, the Norton text tells us these key features of a report:  A 

tightly focused topic; accurate, well-researched information; synthesis of ideas; clear definitions; 

appropriate format and design (145, 146).   

 

Organizing Your Report:  Please refer to page 148 in your Norton text for complete outlines of 

different ways to organize your report:  Report on topics; report on events; and reports that compare 

and contrast. 

 

Things to Consider:  When composing, please consider the purpose of your report, your audience, 

and your stance on the topic.  Also, how you will present your information (text, images, graphs, 

charts, etc.).  Make sure you are citing all information in text according to proper MLA format.  To 

help generate ideas and text you should explore what you already know about the topic, create a 

working thesis, conduct thorough research, and revise your thesis accordingly.   

 

Directions:  We will spend one day of class time identifying possible topics for our report.  We will 

look at current events, historical events, inventions or products, sports and leisure, science, and the 

arts.  You are also more than welcome to choose a topic not on this list; however, your instructor must 

approve it.  Once you have a topic, we will spend a half day in class answering questions and 

generating ideas for our essays.  You will have time in class to write and revise your draft.  Please use 

your time wisely.  Make sure you take advantage of the resources available through the Noodle Tools 

program and the LBHS Media Center website.  Ask questions, take risks, and have fun with this 

assignment!   

 

Due Dates: 

 

Rough Draft of Essay and Evidence of Peer Review (20 points)  ________________________ 
 

Final Draft of Essay (100 points)                                                     ________________________ 


