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Goals and Objectives

• Learn literature terms / figures of speech

• Learn and apply terms specific to poetry

• Identify the central idea and supporting details in a 
work of literature.

•Understand the difference between poetry and prose

• Learn about Slam Poetry and Saul Williams

• Learn about a great American Poet:  Emily Dickinson



BW:  Writing Prompt (Lesson 1)

• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Write your 
name, the date, period, and the title at the top of the paper.

“Survey of Poetry:  Dickinson and Williams”

Writing Prompt: “Please list everything you know about poetry (or 
what is poetry?).  On a scale of 1-4 please tell me how familiar you are 
with poetry.  How is poetry different from other forms of writing?”

• Students will share responses.  Instructor will write notes on the 
promethean board.  Please take notes.  



Saul Williams:  Amethyst Rock (from the motion 
picture Slam!)

• Background:  Saul Williams character 
was sent to jail for selling drugs.  While 
in jail, rival gangs forced him to choose 
one group.  When he refused, they 
planned to jump him.  In this scene he 
is sitting near the basketball court as 
the gang members confront him.  

• Contains some explicit language (PG-
13).

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sC0
kQ1bMbto

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sC0kQ1bMbto


Response and Identify the Main Idea (3 and 3)
• Please take a moment to think about what you just 

saw.  Write a two minute response.  

• To help think about:
• The Speaker
• Word Choice
• Senses
• Imagery
• Allusion
• How you felt

• Then take one minute and identify what you think 
the main (central) idea of the poem/rap was.  If you 
can, identify supporting details.

• Two minutes to discuss responses and one minute to 
identify the main idea. (no note taking)





Poetry and Literature Terms

• Poetry: form of literature that uses 
aesthetic and rhyming qualities of 
language

• Prose: written or spoken language 
in its ordinary form (not poetry)

• Meter:  the rhythmic pattern in a 
line of poetry

• Stanzas: lines of poetry placed into 
groups

• Rhyme: repetition of similar ending 
sounds

• Metaphor: comparison highlighting 
the similarities between two 
unrelated things

• Simile: comparison using like or as

• Assonance: repetition of similar 
vowel sounds

• Consonance: repetition of end 
consonant sounds



Emily Dickinson

• Born December 10, 1830 in Amherst, 
Massachusetts.

• Attended Mount Holyoke Female 
Seminary 

• Very introverted and in her adult years 
lived a secluded life

• Considered a “Dark Romantic” (Edgar 
Allen Poe) though some say a 
“Transcendentalist” (Ralph Waldo 
Emerson). 

• Published very few poems in her life 
time.  No titles (#s).

• Considered on of the greatest American 
Poets.



BW:  Writing Prompt (Lesson 2)

• Please take out your notes and writing from yesterday.  Draw a line under 
your work and then write a new title:

“Prediction, Reading, and Analysis”

Question 1:  The title of the first poem is “We Grow Accustomed to the 
Dark”.  What do you think the poem will be about? Please explain your 
answer.

Question 2:  The title of the second poem is “Before I Got My Eye Put Out”.
What do you think the poem will be about?  Please explain answer.

• Students will share responses.  Instructor will write notes on the 
promethean board.  All students should take notes.  



Reading The Poems

• As a class we will now read both poems out loud.  

• We will read each poem one time all the way through without 
stopping or talking about it.

• Then we will read “Accustomed to the Dark” and have a two minute 
discussion.

• Finally we will read “Put My Eye Out” and have a two minute 
discussion.  

• After reading the poems and discussing them, we will break into 
groups of three (Group Students Now).



Group Assignment:  Reading and Analysis

• In groups you will re-read and discuss the poems.  Then you will answer 
the questions posed to the reader on page 159.

• Answer questions 1,3, and 4.  Also for each poem, identify the central 
idea and one supporting detail.  The supporting detail should be in 
quotes.  

• Each student writes their answers on their own papers.

• You will have ten minutes to answer the questions.

• At the end of the 10 minutes, each group will share their answer to at 
least one of the questions with the whole class.



Check Predictions and Short Lesson 
Reflection

• Please answer the following questions.  We will spend one minute on 
each question.  Please try to write the entire time.  

1. Please go back through your notes and read the predictions you 
made at the beginning of today’s lesson.  Were your predictions 
correct?  How close or far?  Note similarities and differences.  

2. Please write down at least two new things you learned about 
poetry or poets in this lesson.

3. What other things might you like to learn about poetry, or do as a 
poetry activity/assignment?


