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Goals of This Unit and Pre-Rate:
• Learn and analyze basic philosophical concepts:  

• Locus of Control
• Knowledge
• Fate
• Freedom
• Omniscience
• Choice
• Ignorance
• Happiness
• Truth.

• Explore our own thought processes and determine what we consider to be real 
knowledge and relevant values to hone our critical thinking skills.

• Learn to see and critically examine non-traditional texts as a “text”.

• Master the skills of rhetorically analyzing a text (short or extended).  

• Successfully complete a synthesis-style timed writing exam.

• Use/identify at least 10 different rhetorical/literature/key terms over the course of 
all writing assignments.  



Lesson 1:  Locus of Control

• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Please write your name, 
the date, and the title at the top of your paper:  

“Determining Your Locus of Control”  

• Please respond to the following prompt.  Please use complete sentences and 
complete thoughts.  Following this prompt we will share answers and take class 
notes.

“Who is in control of your life?  Your parents?  School?  The media? 
Yourself? Please explain your response using specific details and examples.”



Dr. Julian Rotter / Locus of Control Explained

• Julian Rotter
• Born October 1916 in Brooklyn, NY, the third son of Jewish immigrant parents.  

Died 2014.  

• Social Learning Theory:  Behavior Potential, Expectancy, Reinforcement Value, 
Psychological Situation.

• 18th in frequency of citations.  64th in overall eminence.  (20th Century)

• Locus of Control: An individual’s perception of what are the main 
causes of events in life.  
• External Locus of Control:  Individual believes that his/her behavior is guided by 

fate, luck, or other external circumstances.

• Internal Locus of Control:  Individual believes that hi/her behavior is guided by 
his/her personal decisions and efforts.

• Attribution:  How people explain events that happen to themselves and others.



The Locus of Control Test

• Pre-Test Question:  “Do you think you have an internal locus of 
control or an external locus of control?  Please explain why you feel 
this way?” (2 minutes)

• Take the Locus of Control Test.  Write down your answers under your 
prediction. 

• We will score your answers after everyone is finished.  When you are 
done, please sit quietly.  

• Following the results, you will be given a handout further explaining 
Locus of Control.



Scoring of the Test and Conclusion
• Your instructor will read you a series of answers.  Please follow directions.  

Your score is not a typical “score” as this is a psychological test, not an 
academic test.  

• A high score:  External Locus of Control

• A low score:   Internal Locus of Control

• Locus of Control refers to the extent to which individuals believe that they 
can control events that affect them.  

• Individuals with a internal locus of control believe that events result 
primarily from their own behavior and actions. These individuals have better 
control of their behavior and tend to exhibit more political behaviors than 
externals and are more likely to attempt to influence other people; they are 
more likely to assume that their efforts will be successful.  

• Those with an external locus of control believe that powerful others, fate, or 
chance primarily determine events.



Lesson 2:  Critical and Rhetorical Analysis—The Matrix

• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Please write your 
name, the date, and title:

“Critical and Rhetorical Analysis—The Matrix”

• As a class we will be viewing the film The Matrix, a 1999 science fiction 
film written by the Warchowski Brothers.  

• As we view the film, please do so with a critical eye, paying attention to 
the story itself, plus the other cinematic and rhetorical devices the 
director uses to forward the action and help develop the main characters.  

• On the next slide there will be a short writing prompt on the concept of 
choice.  Please answer to the best of your ability.



Introductory Writing Prompt:

• Please answer the following prompt using complete sentences and 
complete thoughts.  Please explain and illustrate your answer using 
specific details and examples.

“Tell me about a time when you had to make an important choice.  
Describe the situation.  What were the options?  What were the 

perceived outcomes?  Lastly, what did you choose and why?”

• Following the prompt students will have time to share responses and 
take class notes.



Part II:  Cornell Style Notes

• Each day you will be required to write five substantial notes.  We 
will use a variation of Cornell Style Notes to accomplish this task.
• Divide your paper into two columns.

• The left side of your paper is for key points, ideas, and questions.

• The right side of your paper is for taking notes or adding commentary 
about your key point, idea, or question.

• We will also be recording critical information about the film as 
well as filling out information about the main characters.

• Note:  You will be writing a final research based essay on a topic 
of your choice from this unit.  You may want to adjust your notes 
each successive day in light of possible identified concepts.



Lesson 3:  Fate, Freedom, Omniscience, and Determinism

• Schick essay on desk.  Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  
Please write your name, the date, and the title at the top of your paper:  

“Fate, Freedom, Omniscience, and Determinism”  

• Please read the following prompt, think about your response, and then write 
it.  Please use complete sentences and complete thoughts.  Following this 
prompt we will share answers and take class notes.

“Respond to either the Morpheus/Neo dialogue or the Rush quote that 
opens the essay.  Use examples from the film and/or the readings to 
support your thoughts and ideas.”



Fate and Freedom
Fate

• Related to Destiny.  A predetermined course of events considered to 
be beyond human control.

Freedom

• Related to Liberty.  It is the right of individuals to act as they choose 
(individual liberty). 

• The achievement of sovereignty by a people (national liberty).

• Because completely unrestricted freedom of action would make 
peaceful human existence impossible, some restraints on freedom of 
action are necessary and inevitable. Virtually all codes of action 
recognize that basic limitation. 



Freedom Continued

• In “free” societies, the right of individuals to act without 
restraint as long as their actions do not interfere with the 
equivalent rights of others.

• A perfect balance between the rights of an individual and the 
need of the community to restrain freedom has often been 
projected in theory but never achieved.

• The restraints imposed throughout most of history have 
been oppressive.



Determinism

• The philosophical doctrine holding that every event, mental 
as well as physical, has a cause, and that, the cause being 
given, the event follows invariably. 

• This theory denies the element of chance or contingency.

• Human action is not willed freely, but is rather the result of 
such influences as passions, desires, physical conditions, and 
external circumstances beyond the control of the individual.



Omniscience

• The capacity to know everything infinitely, or at least 
everything that can be known about a character including 
thoughts, feelings, life and the universe, etc.

• In monotheism, this ability is typically attributed to God

• Inherent omniscience - the ability to know anything that one 
chooses to know and can be known 

• Total omniscience - actually knowing everything that can be 
known. 



Lesson 4:  Critical Analysis of Popular Music 

• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Please 
write your name, the date, and the title at the top of your paper:  

“Freewill and Freedom of Choice”  

• During the course of this lesson you will be taking some notes, 
listening to and actively reading two songs (lyrics), and 
participating in a short group project in which you will conduct a 
rhetorical and philosophical analysis.  Please stay focused and do 
your best.  



Choice and Freewill

• Choice: is the mental process of thinking involved with the process of 
judging the merits of multiple options and selecting one of them for action. 

• Most people regard having choices as a good thing, though a severely 
limited or artificially restricted choice can lead to discomfort with 
choosing and possibly, an unsatisfactory outcome. 

• In contrast, unlimited choice may lead to confusion, regret of the 
alternatives not taken, and indifference in an unstructured existence.

• The illusion that choosing an object or a course leads necessarily to 
control of that object or course can cause psychological problems.

• Freewill:  The power or ability of the human mind to choose a course of 
action or make a decision without being subject to restraints imposed by 
antecedent causes, by necessity, or by divine predetermination. 



“Freewill” by Rush

• Written by Neil Peart, Geddy Lee, and Alex Lifeson.  Lyrics by Neil 
Peart.

• Recorded 1979.  Released 14 January 1980

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OnxkfLe4G74

• (2 and 2) Following the playing of the song, you will write a two 
minutes response.  Please write using complete thoughts and 
complete sentences.  We will then share responses for two minutes.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OnxkfLe4G74


“Freedom of Choice” by Devo

• Written by Mark Mothersbaugh and Gerald Casale.  

• Released in 1980 by Warner Brothers on the album of the same name.

• The chorus about the “dog who had two bones” resembles Buridian’s
ass paradox which discusses the nature of freewill.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dVGINIsLnqU

• (2 and 2) Following the playing of the song, you will write a two minutes 
response.  Please write using complete thoughts and complete 
sentences.  We will then share responses for two minutes.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dVGINIsLnqU


Group Assignment:  Rhetorical and Philosophical Analysis

• You will break into groups of three and complete an activity with either Freewill, 
by Rush or Freedom of Choice, by Devo.  

• Each group should have individual notes from the lesson, a copy of their chosen 
song, one whiteboard, a marker, and an eraser.

• Next your group will re-read the text, discuss it and determine the following:  
the main idea of the text, the author’s purpose (consider social, political, 
philosophical factors), and how the author achieves their purpose (rhetorical 
structure or features).  

• Then your group will provide a philosophical response to the text.  There is no 
limit to or guidelines for your response.  However, it must take some kind of 
stance.  You should support your stance with at least one properly cited direct 
quote.  Your response should show depth of thought.

• Lastly, groups will share their responses with the rest of the class.  Following our 
class discussion, your will turn in your individual work for this lesson.  



Lesson 5:  Thought and Knowledge

• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Please write 
your name, the date, and the title at the top of your paper:  

“Lesson 5:  Thought and Knowledge”

• Writing Prompt (3 and 3):  “What is knowledge and where does it 
come from?  Briefly tell me how you have gained knowledge in your 
life.  Please provide as many examples as possible.”

• You will have three minutes to write your response.  Please answer 
using complete sentences and complete thoughts.  Following the 
writing we will have 3 minutes of class discussion. 



Piaget’s Stages of Cognitive Development

• Born August 9,1896 in Neuchatel, Switzerland
• Died September 16th, 1980 Geneva Switzerland
• Swiss clinical psychologist known for pioneering work in child development; 

theory of cognitive development.
• We will watch a short video on Jean Piaget’s stages of cognitive 

development.  Please make sure you are taking notes while you watch the 
video. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jt3-PIC2nCs

• (2 and 2) Following the video, you will write a two minutes response.  
Please write using complete thoughts and complete sentences.  We will 
then share responses for two minutes.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jt3-PIC2nCs


John Locke:  Tabula Rasa—Blank Slate Theory

• Born August 29th, 1632 in Wrington, United Kingdom

• Died October 28th, 1704 in High Laver, United Kingdom

• Widely regarded as one of the most influential of Enlightenment thinkers.

• We will watch a short video on John Locke’s theory of the Tabula Rasa (pause 
at 1:40).  Please make sure you are taking notes while you watch the video. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-buzVjYQvY

• (2 and 2) Following the video, you will write a two minutes response.  Please 
write using complete thoughts and complete sentences.  We will then share 
responses for two minutes.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-buzVjYQvY


Reading from  “The Medieval World View”

• As a class we will read a short excerpt from “Lectures on Modern 
European Intellectual History”, and though the title states “The 
Medieval World View” the thoughts expressed in the reading 
stretch across time.  

• We will read the article out loud as a class.  

• This handout is your copy.  Feel free to actively read the text 
(highlight, underline, make notations, etc.)  

• Following the reading, we will have a short discussion / question 
and answer session.  



Allegory—What is it?

• Allegory is a form of extended metaphor, in which objects, persons, 
and actions in a narrative, are equated with meanings that lie outside 
of the narrative itself.

• The underlying meaning has moral, social, religious, or political 
significance, and characters are often personifications of abstract 
ideas such as charity, greed, or envy.

• Allegory is a story with two meanings—a literal meaning and a 
symbolic meaning.

• Examples:  The Lord of the Rings (allegory for WWI, though written 
during WWII); Animal Farm (allegory for the Russian Revolution)



Activity:  Written Conversation
• Please take out a clean sheet of paper.  Title is “Written Conversation”.  Pair 

random partners.  Move to work with partners.

• Students will be writing simultaneous notes to one another about a topic of 
their choice from this lesson or from the reading.  Each note starts with Dear 
________,.  Each student will write their partner a short letter discussing 
some theme, question, or idea presented in the lesson or reading.  (3 min.)

• Partners will exchange letters and respond to each other. (3 min.)

• Partners will exchange papers one more time for final comments. (3 min.)

• Paired Sharing:  Students will have one minute each to talk to their partner 
about what they have written.  (one must be listener, and the other receiver.  
Cannot interrupt the other person. One talks, the other listens)

• Whole class discussion.  The partners can share a thread of their written 
conversations with the rest of the class. 



Conclusion of the Lesson

• Please make sure you staple all of your work together:
• Opening writing prompt.

• (2 and 2) from both videos—Piaget and Locke.

• Notes on allegory

• Written Conversation

• Please turn your work into the box to be checked for credit.

• Please make sure you have read Plato’s “The Allegory of the Cave”  We 
will be working on a short assignment over the next few days involving 
this text.  

• Note:  Please return your copy of “T.A.O.T.C.” when you have completed 
all work.  It is a class set and will be used with future classes.  



Lesson 6:  Happiness and Ignorance

• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Please write 
your name, the date, and the title at the top of your paper:  

“Lesson 6:  Happiness and Ignorance”

• Writing Prompt (3 and 3):  “Would you rather exist in a state of 
ignorance or have knowledge of the true workings of the world?  
Which existence is easier?  Which will lead to a happier life?”

• You will have three minutes to write your response.  Please answer 
using complete sentences and complete thoughts.  Following the 
writing we will have 3 minutes of class discussion. 



Happiness and Ignorance

Happiness:

1. Good fortune; prosperity

2. A state of well-being and contentment; joy

3. A pleasurable or satisfying experience

• A state of mind or feeling such as contentment, satisfaction, 
pleasure, or joy.  

• A variety of philosophical, religious, psychological, and 
biological approaches have attempted to define happiness and 
identify its sources.  



Happiness and Ignorance Continued

• Philosophers and theologians have defined happiness in terms of 
living a good life or flourishing, rather than simply an emotion.

• The actual felt experience is called pleasure.

• Forms a central theme of Buddhist teachings, which focuses on 
obtaining freedom from suffering by following the Eightfold Path.  
Ultimate happiness is only achieved by overcoming craving in all 
forms.

Ignorance:

• Lack of knowledge, education, or awareness

• The state in which a person lacks knowledge, sophistication or 
intelligence.  



Exit Questions and Writing Activity
• On your paper, please answer the following questions:

1. Please provide one definition of happiness.

2. Please provide one definition of ignorance.

3. Please write a five minute argument that address the following 
prompt:

“Our government should do its best to provide a quality education of 
all citizens in order to eradicate ignorance from society.”

• When you have completed your work, please sit quietly.  If there is 
time, we will share responses.  Please turn in your work at the end of 
the period.  


