
Lemon Bay High School                English 4 

 

The Personal Statement 

 

Introduction:  All students in English 4 will be writing some kind of personal statement.  The 

most common use for a personal statement is to apply for a college or several colleges.  Not 

every college has the same writing prompt, thus creating a possible situation where you may 

have to write more than one personal statement.  That said, many scholarships require some kind 

of writing submission as well.  A student applying for several colleges and several scholarships 

may find themselves in a situation where they have to write several essays.   

 

One of the many goals of Lemon Bay High School is to help you be successful in the college and 

scholarship application processes.  In this class we will complete a writing activity designed to 

help you understand your own beliefs and your own personal philosophy about growth and 

learning.  Once you have identified your own belief(s) and/or your own philosophies, you can 

use that information to help you with just about any of the writing prompts.     

 

Hertz’s #1 Piece of Advice—BE A SMART, EFFICIENT WRITER.  Do not write a new 

essay for each prompt you are asked to compose.  This is madness.  Merely revise and reformat 

the same general information for each new essay.  Your life experiences and beliefs don’t 

change—different prompts just ask you to write about them in different ways. 

 

Assignment Directions: 
 

1. Complete the Philosophy of Growth and Learning Activity.  This will occur during class 

time with your instructor leading you.  It will be a combination of lecture, discussion, and 

answering writing prompts.   

 

2. Write your own personal statement (essay).  

 If you are applying to a specific college, then you are to choose one of the offered 

prompts and write your essay accordingly.   

 If your college does not require an essay, then choose a prompt for a scholarship 

of which you are applying.   

 If you are not applying for college or a scholarship, then you will write your own 

“Philosophy of Growth and Learning”, or “This I Believe” essay, or an essay with 

a similar topic.  You can also choose any of the following prompts. 

 

Essay Prompts from The Common Application 

 

The Common Application is an application site used by many public and private colleges to 

assist students with the application process.  Here are the Common Application Prompts: 



PROMPT #1: Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful 

they believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please 

share your story. 

 

PROMPT #2: The lessons we take from failure can be fundamental to later success. Recount an 

incident or time when you experienced failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn 

from the experience? 

 

PROMPT #3: Reflect on a time when you challenged a belief or idea. What prompted you to act? 

Would you make the same decision again? 

 

PROMPT #4: Describe a problem you’ve solved or a problem you’d like to solve. It can be an 

intellectual challenge, a research query, an ethical dilemma-anything that is of personal 

importance, no matter the scale. Explain its significance to you and what steps you took or could 

be taken to identify a solution. 

 

PROMPT #5: Discuss an accomplishment or event, formal or informal, that marked your 

transition from childhood to adulthood within your culture, community, or family. 

 

 

Essay Prompt from The Florida State University System 

 

School Introduction and Directions:  This year's essay is described below and should be no 

longer than 650 words. The essay may be uploaded after the student's application has been 

received. 

 

Essay Topic: 

 

We firmly believe that every person is unique and of value. Our University is enriched by 

embracing individual differences and creating a community that is much more than the sum of its 

parts. In 650 words or less, share your story with us. Tell us how you came to be the person you 

are today, and about your passions and future expectations. Describe how you will benefit from 

our community and how our community will benefit from you. 

 

 

The University of Florida Essay Prompts:   

 

School Introduction and Directions:  YOUR COLLEGE ESSAY IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY 

TO REVEAL MORE ABOUT YOUR TALENTS.  Your essay is a very important part of your 

application. The essay that you write helps the university know you as an individual, independent 

of grades, test scores and other objective data. 

 



Please submit one essay. Remember to keep within the 500-word maximum length. (The counter 

on the page counts down from the 3885-CHARACTER limit, which is approx. 450 words with 

room for spacing between paragraphs.) 

 

2015-2016 Essay Topics 

 

Please choose one of these essay topics if you are applying to the UF Freshman Class of 2020. 

 

1. You have been elected President of the United States. Write your inauguration speech for us. 

 

2. Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, "Our loyalties must transcend our race, our tribe, our class, 

and our nation; and this means we must develop a world perspective." Describe a time when 

your perspective changed. How did your perspective change and why did it change? 

 

3. If you were offered the role of the villain or the hero in a movie, which role would you accept 

and why? 

 

4. If admitted to the University of Florida, tell us three SPECIFIC things you plan to do during 

your time here. 


