
Lemon Bay High School                        ENC 1101 

 

Personal Narrative Essay Assignment 

 

Basic Paper Requirements: 

• 1000-word minimum personal narrative essay in MLA format.   

• Properly quote and cite your research and evidence in-text and on a works cited page. 

• You will be using a combination of Noodle Tools and (Google Classroom or MS Word) to 

complete this essay.  You will begin writing this essay via Noodle Tools; however, the directions 

for the assignment are on, and you will turn in your essay to Canvas. 

• Though your essay is a narrative, it still should have an introduction, body, and conclusion.  

Because it is a narrative, it does not necessarily need a thesis statement (your point of argument), 

but it needs a purpose that guides your writing and thinking.  Use description, dialogue, and details. 

 

Narrative Defined:  According to Norton (the publisher of our text), the key features of a narrative 

are: well-told story, vivid details, and indication of the narrative’s significance.   

 

Links to sites to further help you define and develop your narrative essay: 

• https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/academic_writing/essay_writing/narrative_essays.html 

• https://www.wwnorton.com/college/english/write/fieldguide/writing_guides.asp 

 

Visit the following link to help you set up your paper in MLA Format: 

• https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_

general_format.html 

 

Directions:  To help begin, the Norton text tells us to follow these steps: 

 

1. Choose a topic:  In general, it’s a good idea to focus on a single event that took place during a 

relatively brief period of time.  This is a personal narrative, so it should be of some significance 

to you, or have meaning in some way.  There should be a tone to the story and genre (comedy, 

tragedy, romance, adventure, etc.).  Remember, there must be a point or lesson.   

2. Consider the rhetorical situation:   

a. What is the purpose and why do you want to tell this story?  Are you sharing an 

experience?  Teaching others?  Inspiring others towards literacy?   

b. Who is your audience?  Are they likely to have a similar situation? 

c. What is your stance or attitude?  Is it affectionate, neutral, serious, critical, light-

hearted, or humorous? 

3. Generating ideas and text:  As a class we have read narratives, written short autobiographical 

incidents, and written a personal statement which is similar in format and content.  Still, you 

need to choose one topic/incident from which to begin.  Once you have made this choice, 

describe the context and setting, think about key people, write about what happened, and 

consider the significance of the narrative. 

4. Organizing your narrative:  There are several ways to organize your narrative.  Please refer 

to the links above and the chart at the end of this document.  You can also refer to the Little 

Seagull Handbook for more help.   
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You will have time in class to write and revise your draft.  Please use your time wisely.  Make sure you 

take advantage of the resources available on the FSW and LBHS Media Center websites.  Ask 

questions, take risks, and have fun with this assignment!   

 

Due Dates: 

 

Complete Draft of Essay and Evidence of Peer Review (10 points)  ______________________ 

 

Final Draft of Essay (100 points)                                                                _______________________ 

 

 

 

Visual Outline of a Narrative Essay (from The Little Seagull Handbook) 

 

 


