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Goals of These Lessons:

• Critically analyze, write about, and interpret a literary text.

• Learn the concepts of imagery, dialogue, and concrete details 
by writing your own personal short story (flash fiction).

• Read literature from different cultures (Argentina).

• Interpret Images and discuss how they relate to a literary text.

• Learn about the Aztec Flower War.

• Closely investigate an aspect of literature or the elements of a 
short story through a creative project.



Lesson 1:  Introduction Writing Prompt

• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Write your 
name, the date, period, and the title at the top of the paper.

“The Night Face Up:  Lesson 1”

Directions:  On the next slide, you will choose one of two following 
topics and answer the writing prompt.  You may be use your 
response later for another exercise, so do the best you can now.  
Make sure you keep all of your work from this lesson together.  





You will have five minutes to write on one of these 
prompts.  Explain using specific (concrete) details.

1. Please write about a time you were “on the run”, or a time you were 
being chased or pursued.  You may or may not have done something 
wrong.  Regardless, someone or something is coming after you in 
some way, or possibly you did something wrong and are trying to not 
get caught.  (Suspense/Chase)

2. Please write about a time you were in an accident, or an intense 
incident, or hurt yourself in some way that you were “out of 
commission”.  More specifically something happened where you 
went from a ‘normal’ state of being to another state of being. 
(Scenario/Incident/Accident/Injury)



Time for Responses:  Teaser (Trailer)

• As a class we will have a chance to share out responses.  
However, your contribution can only come in the form of one 
or two complete sentences.

• Instead of sharing your story or telling the class what 
happened, you can only give a glimpse.  (like a movie trailer) 

• If you need another minute, you can carefully construct you 
sentence(s).

• Students can share their one sentence trailers.



Vocabulary from the Reading

• Solace:  Source of relief and comfort

• Lucid:  Thinking rationally and clearly

•Beneficent:  Beneficial; producing good

•Consecrate:  To make or define as sacred

• Teocalli:  Ancient Mexican terraced pyramid and 
temple

•Acolytes:  People who assist in religious services

• Translucent:  Semi-transparent; indistinct



Julio Cortazar
• Argentine novelist and short-short story writer

• Born August 26, 1914.  Died February 12, 1984.

• Experimental writing techniques.  

• Existential themes.

• Wrote many short stories. 

• Hopscotch is most prominent work.



Lesson 2:  The Aztec Flower War
• You can either take out a clean sheet of paper or continue on the paper 

from your previous lesson.  Either way you will need to write a new title on 
the paper and underline it:

“Lesson 2:  The Aztec Flower War”  

• You will be shown five different pictures.  For each picture, you will be 
given 2 minutes to write a response.

• Your response can simply record what you see in the picture, or you can 
record your emotions, opinions, or feelings about the image.

• We will take some time to share our responses after circulating through all  
of the pictures.  



Picture #1



Picture #2



Picture #3



Picture #4



Picture #5



Time to Share Out Responses

• We will take a moment to 
share responses.  

• Your instructor will write 
some notes on the board.

• Please take notes on your 
paper.

Turn In Your Work:  When you have completed the exercise and any notes, 
please turn in your work.  You must make sure you have both lesson 1 and 
lesson 2 for “The Night Face Up” completed and in the box.  Each lesson is 
worth 10 points.  



Lesson 3: Flash Fiction Activity

• Please take out your autobiographical narrative we wrote a few days ago 
(suspense/chase) or (accident/incident/scenario/injury).  Also please take 
out a fresh piece of paper.  Do not write your name on it, instead simply 
write a title that relates to your narrative.

• Flash Fiction is a tale between 300-1000 words long.  It is shorter than 
traditional short stories.

• It is usually a story of a single act or event.

• The following slides are a few strategies for writing flash fiction. 

• Used by themselves or in combination, the writer can focus their story to 
that brief, interesting event.



1) The small idea

Look for the smaller ideas in larger ones. To discuss the complex 
interrelationship of parents and children you'd need a novel. Go for a smaller 
piece of that complex issue:  How kids feel when they aren't included in a 
conversation; What kids do when they are bored in the car; Bad report card. 

2) Bury the pre-story in the opening

When you write your story, don't take two pages to explain all the pre-story. 
Find a way to set it all in the first paragraph, then get on with the rest of the 
tale.

3) Start in the middle of the action

Similar to #2, start the story in the middle of the action. A man is running. A 
bomb is about to go off. A monster is in the house. Don't describe any more 
than you have to. The reader can fill in some of the blanks.



4) Focus on one powerful image

Find one powerful image to focus your story on. A war-torn street. A picture worth a thousand 
words. Paint a picture with words. It doesn't hurt to have something happen inside that picture. 

5) Make the reader guess until the end

A little mystery goes a long way. Your reader may have no idea what is going on for the majority of 
the story. This will lure them on to the end. When they finish, there should be a good pay off or 
solution.

6) Use allusive references

By using references to a commonly known story you can save yourself all those unnecessary words. 
Refer to historical events. Use famous situations from literature. If the story takes place on the 
Titanic you won't have to explain what is going to happen. Beware of using material that is too 
obscure. 

7) Use a twist

The twist ending allows the writer to pack some punch at the end of the story. Flash fiction is often 
twist-ending fiction because you don't have enough time to build up sympathetic characters and 
show how a long, devastating plot has affected them. Like a good joke, flash fiction is often 
streamlined to the punch-line at the end.



Time to Write

• You can choose to continue writing your same story, or you can 
begin a new one.  

• Remember the theme:
• Suspense/Chase or 
• Accident/Event/Scenario/Injury

• We will write in three five minutes segments.  You must write 
the entire time.  We can add more time later if necessary.

• Details, Describe, Imagery, Senses, Dialogue, Specifics, Names, 
Places, Objects, Describe, Describe, Describe!!



Students Share Responses:

•We can choose a few select stories to share.

•We will work on these later (one to two weeks).

•Please be respectful of those who choose to 
share.  

•Please keep your stories in a safe place.  Do not 
lose them.  We will write final drafts next week.



Lesson 4: “The Night Face Up” and Group Activity

Part One:  Reading “The Night Face Up” by Julio Cortozar.

• As a class all students will be required read out loud in the class.  

• Reading out loud is worth 10 points of credit.

Reading Norms:

• All students must have the text out and following along with the class.

• All students must be ready to read when it becomes their turn.

• No phones out or headphones in.  

• Be respectful of those students reading.  

• We will stop periodically and clarify or discuss the reading.  Raise your hand to 
contribute to the discussion.



Part Two:  Group Activity (30 Points)
• Your teacher will assign you to groups of three or four.  

• Your assignment is to create an interpretative, analytical, and informational poster 
about some aspect of “The Night Face Up”.

• Your group will choose one of the selected topics (next slide).

• Your group will have three class periods to complete this project.

• Regardless of your topic, your group will provide:
• One written paragraph summarizing your group’s topic.

• 3-5 bulleted points of information (from the text or your own research) that addresses 
specific information about your topic.

• 3-5 images, pictures, drawings, etc. that will help your reader better understand your topic.  

• The topic of your poster must be the largest text and clearly visible.

• You must cite your information in text. (in-text citations)

• Extra Credit for providing a bibliography (5 points)



Topics for “Night Face Up” Poster Project

1. Track all narrator changes in the story.  Identify each time it occurs 
by giving the line #, what was occurring, and what is now occurring.

2. Provide a history of The Aztec Flower War.  Identify and provide 
critical information (who, what, when, where, why, how).

3. Provide a biography of Julio Cortozar (who, what, when, where, 
why, how).

4. Explain and provide a detailed summary and analysis of the 
Motorcyclist  (who, what, when, where, why, how).

5. Explain and provide a detailed summary and analysis of the captive 
(who, what, when, where, why, how).


