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Prepare for the Activity
• Please take out a few pieces of paper and a pen or pencil.  Please write your 

name, the date, and the title at the top of the paper: 

“Academic Literacy Self Assessment”

• You will be asked a series of questions about your strengths and weaknesses 
in certain literacy related academic areas.  

• Each literacy area has several questions.  You will have 1-2 minutes to answer 
each question.  Answer using complete sentences and complete thoughts.    

• We have two class periods to complete this exercise.  Take your time with 
each question and answer as honestly as possible.  

• The goal of this lesson is to provide you an opportunity to assess your literacy 
skills, at the same time strengthening your ability to think and reflect via 
writing.   



Part One:  Thinking About Your Future

1. What are your plans after you graduate high school?  Are you 
going to attend college?  Job training? Trade or tech school?

2. If you are going to attend college, do you have any idea 
where?  University (USF, Florida State, University of Florida, 
etc.)?  State College (SCF, FSW, etc.)?  Also, please list possible 
majors and minors you are considering if you choose to attend 
college.

3. List three possible careers you may be interested in or would 
like to pursue after graduating from college or completing a 
trade or tech school.  Bulleted List.



Part Two:  Academic Literacy—Reading

1. What is your favorite type of text to read?  Please be honest.  This 
can range from reading the internet, to poetry, to literature, to non-
fiction.  Provide examples and reasoning.

2. In school, what types of reading assignments are the easiest and 
what are most difficult?  Please explain your answer.

3. If you don’t understand something while reading a text, what do 
you do?  

4. Can you easily recall text you have just read?  How many times do 
you have to read a text before you understand it completely?

5. Name your top three favorite books.  



Part Three:  Academic Literacy—Writing

1. On a scale of 1-5 please rate yourself on overall writing ability
and composing academic essays. Please explain your answer 
using one or two specific examples.  

2. What is your favorite type of writing?  Least favorite?  Please 
explain your answer.  

3. Is it easy for you to get the thoughts in your head onto 
paper?

4. What barriers exist that are preventing you from being 
successful or reaching your full potential as a writer?  



Part Four:  Academic Literacy—Vocabulary

1. On a scale of 1-5 please rate your vocabulary.  (1-low; 3 average; 5 rich) 
Please explain your answer using specific examples.  

2. If you don’t understand the meaning of a word or phrase, what do you 
do?  Please explain your process (or lack of) of defining  words and rate 
its effectiveness.  

3. How many words do you think you know?  Please write an approximate 
number.



Part Five:  Academic Literacy—Research 

On a scale of 1-5 please rate your overall ability to conduct relevant
in the following areas: 

1. Understanding the assignment and knowing what information to 
research.

2. Choosing where and how to conduct (physical place/medium).

3. Recording and processing the information.

4. Using the information in a paper, report, or project.  

Also (#5):  Do you know how to cite your evidence in-text and on a 
works cited page?  Please explain your answer with specific 
examples.  



Conclusion and Exit Questions

• Thank you for completing your literacy self assessment.  Please make 
sure your name is at the top of your paper and each section is clearly 
marked.  After completing the following exit questions, please turn this 
in to your class box in the back of the room.

Exit Questions
1. Please list your current academic schedule, as well as any extracurricular 

activities in which you currently participate.  

2. If you know them, please list all AP exams you have taken and the scores you 
received.  Also your scores on the 10th grade FSA ELA Exam.  

3. Please list any other information I should know about you that is relevant to 
this class.  This could include any 504 or IEP accommodations, or if you just 
needs help in any certain area.  The more I know, the better I can help you!


