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BW:  Prepare for the Activity

• Please take out a few piece of paper and a pencil or pen.  Please write your 
name, the date, and the title at the top of the paper: 

“Academic Self Assessment”

• You will be asked a series of questions about your strengths and weaknesses 
in certain Literacy related academic areas.  

• Each Literacy area has several questions.  I will give you about two minutes to 
answer each questions.  Please answer using complete sentences and 
complete thoughts.    

• We will begin this activity today and complete it tomorrow.  Take your time 
with each question and answer as honestly as possible.  

• Raise your hand if you have a question.  Be respectful of others who are 
thinking and writing.



Part One:  Thinking About Your Future

1. What are your plans after you graduate high school?  Are you going 
to attend college?  Job training? 

2. If you are going to attend college, do you have any ideas on where?  
University (USF, Florida State, University of Florida)?  State College 
(SCF, FSW, etc.)?

3. If you are not going to attend college, are you going to obtain any 
job or career training? (trade or tech school, certificate, 
apprenticeship, etc.)

4. List three possible careers you may be interested in or like to 
pursue.



Part Two:  Academic Literacy—Reading
• What is your favorite type of text to read? 

• Do you like to read academic text books?  Please explain why or why 
not?

• In school, what types of reading assignments are most difficult?

• Do you keep reading if you don’t understand something?

• Can you easily recall what you have just read?

• What types of texts are easiest for you to read?

• What is your favorite book?

• Do you read outside of school or at all?

• What do you need the most help with in learning how to be a better 
reader?



Part Three:  Academic Literacy—Writing

• What is your favorite type of writing?

• What is your least favorite type of writing?

• Do you consider yourself a good writer?

• How easy or difficult are essays in school?

• Do you understand what is required of you when you are asked 
to write an essay?  

• Do you understand or know what an essay should look like 
(format)?

• Is it easy for you to get the thoughts in your head onto paper?

• What do you need the most help with in learning how to write?



Part Four:  Academic Literacy—Vocabulary

• Do you feel you have a good vocabulary? Why or why not?

• Do you understand most of the words people say?  In school? At home or 
out of school?

• If you don’t understand a word, how do you go about figuring out what the 
word means?

• How often do you just not worry about it if you do not understand a word?

• What is the best way to learn new words?  Do you want to learn new 
words?

• How many words do you think you know?

• What can I do to help you with vocabulary?



Part Five:  Academic Literacy—Research 

• Please tell me what you think research means.

• When asked to do research for a paper or an assignment, where is the 
first place you look?  Why?

• If using the internet, where is the first place you look for information?  
Why?

• Please tell me different places you can go to conduct research or find 
information?

• Do you know how to cite information (research) you use in an essay or 
presentation?

• What is the purpose of the Library?  What types of books are there that 
contain information (not just fiction books)?



Part Six:  Academic Literacy—Speaking and Listening

• What does it mean to listen?  How do you listen?

• Are you a good listener?  Why or why not?

• Do you like speaking in front of an audience?  Why or why not?

• Are you good at speaking or giving a presentation?  Why or why not?

• Do you understand when it is time to listen and when it is time to 
speak? (interpersonal communication)

• What makes a good speaker or speech or presentation?

• Who is the best listener you know?  Why?  What makes them such a 
good listener?

• Who is the best speaker or presenter you have seen?  Why are they so 
good?



Conclusion of this Activity

• Congratulations!  You have completed this needs assessment.  

• If you have done your best with this assignment, you have already 
become a better Reader, Writer, Speaker, and Listener.  This is 
because you have practiced Metacognition, or thinking about how 
you think, speak, write, etc.  

• Please make sure your name is on your work!  Please staple your 
pages together and turn them in to the correct box.  

• I will read all of these, but I might not be able to give as much 
feedback as I like.  I have 129 students so I will read them quickly.  


