
Lemon Bay High School          AP Language and Composition  

 

Unit Guide:  Responding Rhetorically to Literature and Survey of Literary Criticism—

Slaughterhouse V 

 

Essential Questions:   

 What is practical criticism and what is the purpose of a critic (literary, political, art, food, social)? 

 What are some of the major critical movements in the past 100 years and what splinter factions 

have arisen in literary circles? 

 What effects of the Modern and Post-Modern Eras still permeate and guide society today? 

 Why is it important to think about the concepts of war and peace, time, and life and death? 

 

Goals:  

 Learn the basics of practical criticism, practical analysis, and literary criticism. 

 Learn about the major literary movements of the past 100 years, and the different lenses of 

literary criticism that have developed as a result.   

 Investigate the themes, concepts, and symbols presented in Kurt Vonnegut’s novel 

Slaughterhouse V. 

 Perform a close reading, and conduct a critical rhetorical analysis of a text, including 

identification of rhetorical strategies and devices. 

 

Required Texts:   

 Slaughterhouse V, or The Children’s Crusade: A Duty-Dance with Death, by Kurt Vonnegut 

(1969). 

 

Assignments and Activities:  

 Activity:  Introduction to practical and literary criticism.   

 Reading:   Slaughterhouse V, or The Children’s Crusade: A Duty-Dance with Death, by Kurt 

Vonnegut (1969).   

 Lecture and Discussion:  The Modern and The Postmodern.   

 Assignment(s):  Responding Rhetorically:  Analysis of a Text.  Students will complete three 

rhetorical analyses over the course of the novel (selection of chapters from the novel)  Includes:  

Summary / main idea of the chapter, author’s purpose, how author achieves their purpose, and 

identification of rhetorical strategies.  Includes citing evidence from the novel. 

 Assessments:  Quiz on chapters 1-3 and chapters 4-6. 

 Lecture and Discussion:  Psychoanalytic Criticism.  Introduction to Freud’s concept of 

psychoanalysis.   

 Final Group Project:  Rhetorical analysis of Vonnegut’s Slaughterhouse Five.  Groups will 

choose one chapter from the novel and present a critical, rhetorical analysis of the chapter.  

Includes creation of a PowerPoint or other similar presentation.   

 

Other Assignments and Activities: 

 Review of key terminology to prepare for the AP Language and Composition Examination.   

 Review the “Five Steps” and the “What / How Approach”  

 Completion of a full AP Language and Composition multiple choice exam.  (one hour) 

 


