
Lemon Bay High School               ENC 1102 

 

Unit Guide:  Introduction to Literary Criticism—Slaughterhouse V 

 

Essential Questions:   

 What are the major literary movements in the past 100 years and what splinter factions have 

arisen in literary circles? 

 What effects of the Modern and Post-Modern Eras still permeate and guide society today? 

 Why is it important to think about the concepts of war and peace, time, and life and death? 

 

Goals:  

 Learn about the major literary movements of the past 100 years and the different types of literary 

criticism that has developed as a result. 

 Investigate the themes, concepts, and symbols presented in Kurt Vonnegut’s novel 

Slaughterhouse V. 

 Perform a close reading of a literature text and develop a thesis to complete a 1200 word literary 

criticism essay. (topic and criticism of choice) 

 

Required Texts:   

 Practical Argument 2nd Edition.  Laurie Kirszner and Stephen Mandell, Editors. 

 Slaughterhouse V, or The Children’s Crusade: A Duty-Dance with Death, by Kurt Vonnegut 

(1969). 

 

Assignments and Activities:  

 Activity:  Introduction to literary criticism.  Prior knowledge writing prompt and class discussion. 

 Group Research Project:  Create a creative, informational poster on selected topics and themes 

from the unit.  Possible topics are literary criticism to major themes from the novel.  Includes 

class presentation. 

 Reading:   Slaughterhouse V, or The Children’s Crusade: A Duty-Dance with Death, by Kurt 

Vonnegut (1969).   

 Lecture and Discussion:  The Modern and The Post-Modern.   

 Assignment(s):  Literature Responses.  Students will complete three literature responses over the 

course of the novel.  Includes summary of the text, identification of themes or symbols, and citing 

evidence from the novel. 

 Lecture and Discussion:  Literary Criticism.  Includes discussion of the duty of the literary critic 

and introduction to Reader Response Criticism.   

 Lecture and Discussion:  Psychoanalytic Criticism.  Introduction to Freud’s concept of 

psychoanalysis.   

 Lecture and Discussion:  Zeno’s Paradox.  Introduction to the theory of movement and time 

according to Zeno of Elea.   

 Literary Criticism Essay:  Write a 1200 word essay in which you develop a thesis using one of the 

theories of literary criticism, or a similar researched theory of literary criticism.  Essay must argue 

a stance, be in MLA Format, and cite evidence in-text and on a works cited page. 

 Participation in Writer’s Workshop:  Peer review, meaningful revision, and publication. 

 


