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First Period Students
Define & Example 
Questions



Define and 
Describe

Day 1

Define: Clarify meaning by giving a clear, 
concise definition of a term. Generally, 
defining consists of identifying the class to 
which a term belongs and telling how it 
differs in other classes.

Example Question:  What does the phrase “to 
each their own” mean as it is used in the text.

Describe: Give a detailed sketch or 
impression of the subject or topic.

Example Question:  Describe one event that 
influenced the character’s life.



State

Day 2

State: Present a brief, concise statement of 
a position, fact, or point of view.

Example Question: What is the author’s 
primary claim?



Illustrate 
and 
Explain

Day 3

Illustrate: Give examples as a means of 
explaining your thinking.

Example Question: Provide three examples of 
what motivated Romeo and Juliet to commit 
suicide.

Explain: Make it clear how something (or 
someone) works, what something (or someone) 
is like, or why something happens or works the 
way it does. This term is similar to discuss but 
places more emphasis on cause- effect 
relationship or step-by-step sequence.

Example Question: Explain how to make a 
peanut butter and jelly sandwich.



Summarize

Day 4

Summarize: Present the main points of an 
issue in a shortened form. Details, 
illustrations, and examples are usually not 
given.

Example Question: Outline how Billy earned 
and saved money in order to buy a hunting 
dog.  



Trace and 
Predict

Day 5

Trace: Present in step-by-step sequence a series 
of facts or events that are somehow related. 
Usually the facts are presented chronologically 
to show the development of the subject.

Example Question: Using the selected excerpt 
from Tuesday’s with Morrie, trace the 
progression of Morrie’s disease.

Predict: Explain what you think will happen and 
base that prediction on evidence.

Example Question: Explain what could happen if 
too many fish were killed by Red Tide.



Compare 
and 
Contrast

Day 6

Compare: Use examples to show how things are 
similar and different, with greater emphasis on 
the similarities.

Example Question: What are some 
commonalities between Romeo and Tybalt?

Contrast: Use examples to show how things are 
different in one or more important ways.

Example Question:  How are Mr. Hertz’s and Mrs. 
Cooke’s teaching styles different?



Apply

Day 7

Apply: Relate a particular idea to a given 
subject.

Example Question:  How does your amount 
of effort in class affect your grade?  



Discuss

Day 8

Discuss: Examine and talk about all sides of 
a subject or issue in a carefully organized 
manner.

Example Question:  What facts would you 
select to support Prince Harry’s decision to 
support Meghan Markle?



Prove

Day 9

Prove: Support the truth by providing 
evidence and facts to back up a point.

Example Question:  Provide evidence to 
support the author’s argument.



Evaluate

Day 10

Evaluate: Present your opinion and 
judgement of something. Explain the criteria 
you are using to judge something and apply 
that criteria to specific examples.

Example Question:  What is the author’s 
purpose in the article?



Analyze

Day 11

Analyze: Break down a problem or situation into 
separate parts or relationships and examine each 
part.

Example Question: How does the author use 
rhetoric to advance/refine the 
purpose/argument? 



Periods 2-7
Content Area Practice 
Questions or Writing 
Prompts



Define and 
Describe

Day 1

Define: Clarify meaning by giving a clear, concise definition of a 
term. Generally, Defining consists of identifying the class to which 
a term belongs and telling how it differs from other things in that 
class.

Practice:
They have no laws nor assemblies of the people, but live in caves on 
the tops of high mountains; each is lord and master in his family, and 
they take no account of their neighbors.

 1.  In the excerpt above, what does “assemblies” mean?

 2.  What does the author mean by “account”?

Describe: Give a detailed sketch or impression of the subject or 
topic.

Practice:

1.  Based on your reading and the excerpt above, describe the social 
practices of the Cyclops.



State

Day 2

State: Present a brief, concise statement of a 
position, fact, or point of view.

Practice: 

“Stay here, my brave fellows,” said I, “while I go 
with my ship and spy on these people myself: I 
want to see if they are uncivilized savages, or a 
hospitable and humane race.” 

-Ulysses, from The Odyssey

1.  State the protagonist’s intention from the 
excerpt above.



Illustrate and 
Explain

Day 3

Illustrate: Give examples as a means of explaining your thinking.

Practice Questions:
Which of the choices below illustrates Ulysses' cunning?

 1.  “We lit a fire, offered some of the cheeses in sacrifice, ate 
others of them, and then sat waiting till the Cyclops should 
come in with his sheep.”

 2.  When the cyclops asked Ulysses his name, he replied “My 
name is Noman,” and then got him drunk on wine.

Explain: Make clear how something (or someone)works, what 
something (or someone) is like, or why something happens or 
works the way it does. This term is similar to discuss but places 
more emphasis on cause-effect relationship or step-by-step 
sequence.

Practice Question:
 1.  Given the events that occurred on the island of the 

cyclopes, explain why the Cyclops (Polyphemus) should be 
pitied.  



Summarize

Day 4

Summarize: Present the main points of an issue in a 
shortened form. Details, Illustrations, and examples 
are usually not given.

Practice Questions:

1.  Summarize the following text in your own words. Your 
summary should have a topic sentence and at least two 
supporting sentences.  



Summarize

Echo was an Oread in Greek mythology, a 
mountain nymph that lived on Mount Kithairon.  
Zeus was quite attracted to nymphs and often 
visited them.  Hera, his wife, jealous of his 
various affairs, followed him trying to catch him.  
However, Echo would engage Hera in long-
winded conversations, giving the time to Zeus to 
evade her.  At some point, Hera realized the plot 
of Echo and cursed her to only be able to repeat 
the last words that another person just said.

Summarize the text in your own words 



Trace and 
Predict 

Day 5

 Trace: Present in step-by-step sequence a series of 
facts or events that are somehow related. Usually the 
facts are presented chronologically to show the 
development of the subject.

 Practice Question:  Read the excerpt from The Odyssey 
on the following slide, then trace the steps Ulysses 
took to fool the Cyclops.  (2-3 sentences)

 Predict: Explain what you think will happen, and base 
that prediction on evidence.

 Practice Question:  Based on the excerpt, predict if 
Ulysses will survive the rest of his journey home.  Base 
your prediction on evidence.  (2 sentences.  1 predict 
and 1 evidence)



Trace and 
Predict

"'Look here, Cyclops,” said I, “you have been eating a great deal of man's flesh, so take this 
and drink some wine. I bring it to you as a drink-offering, in the hope that you would take 
compassion upon me and further me on my way home, whereas all you do is to go on 
ramping and raving most intolerably. You ought to be ashamed yourself; how can you 
expect people to come see you any more if you treat them in this way?’

He then took the cup and drank. He was so delighted with the taste that he begged me for 
another bowl full. “Be so kind,” he said, “as to give me some more, and tell me your name 
at once. I want to make you a present that you will be glad to have.”

I then gave him some more; three times did I fill the bowl for him, and three times did he 
drain it without thought or heed; then, when I saw that the wine had got into his head, I said 
to him as plausibly as I could: “Cyclops, you ask my name and I will tell it you; give me, 
therefore, the present you promised me; my name is Noman; this is what my father and 
mother and my friends have always called me.”

But the cruel wretch said, “Then I will eat all Noman's comrades before Noman himself, and 
will keep Noman for the last. This is the present that I will make him.”

As he spoke, he fell sprawling face upwards on the ground and a deep sleep took hold upon 
him. I drew a beam out of the fire glowing with heat, and my men gathered round me, for 
heaven had filled their hearts with courage. We drove the sharp end of the beam into the 
monster's eye, then ran away in a fright. He shouted as we did so to the other Cyclopes who 
lived on the bleak headlands near him; so they gathered from all quarters round his cave 
when they heard him crying, and asked what was the matter with him.

"'What ails you, Polyphemus,” said they, “that you make such a noise, breaking the stillness 
of the night, and preventing us from being able to sleep? Surely no man is carrying off your 
sheep? Surely no man is trying to kill you either by fraud or by force?”

But Polyphemus shouted to them from inside the cave, “Noman is killing me by fraud! 
Noman is killing me by force!”

I laughed inwardly at the success of my clever stratagem, but the Cyclops, groaning and in 
an agony of pain, felt about with his hands till he found the stone and took it from the door; 



Compare and 
Contrast

Day 6

 Compare: Use examples to show how things are similar 
and different, with greater emphasis on the similarities.

 Contrast: Use examples to show how things are different 
in one or more important ways.

Directions:  The following is an essay prompt.  Identify: 

1.  What is the prompt asking you to do? 

2.  State at least 2 examples of evidence that should be 
included in the essay.

Writing Prompt:  Though many individuals say there are 
no seasons in Florida, there are distinct climate cycles.  In a 
well written essay, compare and contrast the different 
seasons in Florida and state which is your favorite.  Provide 
examples from your own experiences.  



Apply

Day 7

 Apply: Relate a particular idea to a given subject.

 Practice Question:  Using the TECECC outline, 
apply your knowledge of mythology to answer the 
following question: Does organized religion, like 
mythology, help people understand and feel 
comfortable with their place in the world?

 Directions:  You have five minutes to answer this 
prompt.  Make sure to have a topic sentence and 
evidence.  Follow the TECECC outline.  Use 
evidence from your own experiences.  Write 
quickly and efficiently.  



Discuss

Day 8

Discuss: Examine and talk about all sides of a 
subject or issue in a carefully organized 
manner.

Practice Question:  Using the TECECC outline, 
discuss the idea that homework should not be 
assigned to high school students. 

Directions:  You have five minutes to answer 
this prompt.  Make sure to have a topic 
sentence and evidence.  Follow the TECECC 
outline.  Use evidence from your own 
experiences.  Write quickly and efficiently.  



Prove

Day 9

Prove: Bring out the truth by providing 
evidence and facts to back up a point.

Practice Question:  Using the TECECC outline, 
prove high school students need to have access 
to their smart phones at all times.

Directions:  You have five minutes to answer 
this prompt.  Make sure to have a topic 
sentence and evidence.  Follow the TECECC 
outline.  Use evidence from your own 
experiences.  Write quickly and efficiently.  



Evaluate

Day 10

Evaluate: Present your opinion and judgement 
of something. Explain the criteria you are using 
to judge something and apply that criteria to 
specific examples.

Practice Question:  Using the TECECC outline, 
evaluate the idea that people (individuals or 
society) should help individuals or groups who 
needs assistance (e.g. food, shelter, medical 
care, education, etc.).

Directions:  You have five minutes to answer 
this prompt.  Make sure to have a topic 
sentence and evidence.  Follow the TECECC 
outline.  Use evidence from your own 
experiences.  Write quickly and efficiently.  



Analyze

Day 11

Analyze: Break down a problem or situation 
into separate parts or relationships and 
examine each part.

 Practice Question:  Using the TECECC outline, analyze 
the practice and effectiveness of state mandated 
testing (FSA) as a graduation requirement.  

 Directions:  You have five minutes to answer this 
prompt.  Make sure to have a topic sentence and 
evidence.  Follow the TECECC outline.  Use evidence 
from your own experiences.  Write quickly and 
efficiently.  


