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Unit Goals and Objectives

• Students will identify the central idea and/or the themes in a work 
of literature and be able to find supporting details in the text.

• Students will learn about the Great Depression, the Dust Bowl, and 
the migration of people to the west coast of the United States.

• Students will discuss and write about character archetypes, how a 
character develops of the course of a text, and how an author uses 
language to develop the characters, plot, and theme.  

• Students will learn the basic structure of an argumentative essay.

• Students will write argumentative essays based of themes and 
ideas presented in a work of literature.  



Vocabulary Chapter 2

• Occupant:  One that occupies a position or place

• Skeptically:  Marked by or given doubt

• Liniment:  Medicinal fluid rubbed on the skin to soothe pain

• Pugnacious:  Disposed to fight, inclined to fighting

• Gingerly:  With great care or delicacy

• Ominously:  Of or pertaining to an omen

• Derogatory:  Disparaging or belittling

• Mourned:  Made a low, mournful sound; show sorrow



Context:  Of Mice and Men

• Setting:  1930s, South of Soledad, California.

• The main characters, George and Lennie, just left Weed (the 
north central valley) and arrived in Soledad

• John Steinbeck was born in 1902 in Salinas, California.  As a 
teenager, he spent his summers working as a hired hand on 
neighboring ranches, where his experiences of rural California 
and its people impressed him deeply.

• Steinbeck sets Of Mice and Men against the backdrop of 
Depression-era America.

• Steinbeck illustrates how grueling, challenging, and often 
unrewarding the life of migrant farmers could be. 





Vocabulary Chapter 3-6

• Rheumatism:  Discomfort or disability of the muscles, tendons, joints, or 
bones  

• Deliberate:  Done with full consciousness of the nature and effects

• Reprehensible: Deserving rebuke or censure

• Scornful:  To feel contempt or disdain toward a person or object considered 
despicable

• Dignity:  The quality or state of being worthy of esteem or respect

• Crouched: Pressed the entire body close to the ground with the limbs bent

• Viciously:  Characterized by violent or destructive behavior

• Gradually:  Advancing  or progressing by regular or continuous degrees

• Scudded: To run or skim along swiftly and easily



Text Based Writing Exam

• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Please write 
your name, the date, and title at the top of the paper:

“Text Based Writing Exam:  Identify the Central Idea”

• On the next slide you will be given the prompt directions.  Please 
make sure you have a copy of the novel and any notes regarding the 
novel on your desk.  This exam will be open book and open notes.  
Please take your time.  Make sure you answer using complete 
thoughts and complete sentences.  This exam is worth 20 points.  



Directions:

1. Take some time to think about the characters and events in the 
novel.  Then decide on one central idea or theme.  

2. Once you have identified the theme, find two examples from the 
text that could support your theme.  Your examples must be 
“quoted” directly from the novel, including page number.  

3. Then you will write one complete paragraph that identifies the 
central theme and provides two textual examples to support 
your thesis (your identification of the central theme/idea).

4. Your paragraph must have a topic sentence, supporting 
sentences, and a concluding statement.  It should be about seven 
sentences long.  



Sample Paragraph:

The novella Of Mice and Men, by John Steinbeck, is a novel set in 
California during the 1930s Depression Era.  It is about two men, 
Lennie Small and George Milton, who travel together looking for 
work on ranches and farms.  The main theme of the novel is 
__________________.  For example, (in the beginning of the 
novel) ____________ does ___________.  (insert direct quote).  
This shows that (relate to your theme).  Another example is when 
_______________ does ________________.  (insert direct 
quote). This shows that (relate to your theme).  All in all, these 
example show that Steinbeck was ______________ and 
___________________.    



BW:  The Value of Life

• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Please write your 
name, the date, and title at the top of the paper:

“O.M.A.M:  The Value of Life”

• Please take a moment to think about the value of life in Of Mice and Men.  
Think about the following characters and then rank them on a scale of 1-5, 
one being least valuable and five being most valuable.  Then justify each of 
your choices with at least one sentence.  Use specific examples from the 
novel to help justify your answers.  Use complete sentences.  

• When we have finished, we will share responses with the class.  Show your 
work to your instructor for credit.  



The Value of Life—Rank the Following:

1. The Mouse

2. George Milton

3. Lennie Small

4. Candy’s Dog

5. Crooks

6. Curley’s Wife



Poetry Analysis: Robert Burns

• BW:  Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Please 
write your name, date, and title at the top of the paper: 

“Poetry Analysis:  Robert Burns”  

• After getting your paper set up for the lesson, please read the 
“Standards Focus:  Analyzing Poetry” handout silently.  Read the 
directions and the poem “To a Mouse” by Robert Burns.  Then 
preview the questions on the back of the worksheet.



Short Biography—Robert Burns

• Born January 25, 1759 in Alloway, Ayrshire County, Scotland

• A pioneer of the Romantic Movement.

• Wrote in the Scots language, as well as English

• Poems include “A Red, Red Rose”, “To a Mouse”, and “Auld 
Lang Syne”

• On the morning of 21 July 1796, Burns died in Dumfries, at the 
age of 37.

• In 2009, named “The Greatest Scot” of all time.  (Scottish TV 
ran a public vote).  He narrowly defeated William Wallace.  



Author’s Purpose, Attitude, and Tone

• Author’s Purpose:  A writer usually writes for one or more of 
these purposes--
• To express thoughts and feelings (a message or thought they might 

have on a subject)

• To inform or explain

• To entertain

• Attitude:  Related to tone.  Reveals the author’s perspective 
on the topic.

• Tone:  The attitude an author take towards a subject.  
• Serious, harmonious, sarcastic, somber, etc.



Reading and Questions—“To a Mouse”

• As a class, we will read Burns’ “To a Mouse” out loud.  Students will 
take turns reading different stanzas.

• Then we will read questions 1-5 on the back of the handout.

• Next you will answer questions 1-5 on a separate sheet of paper. 

• Please make sure you write a complete paragraph for questions 3 and 
4.  Your paragraph must have a topic sentence, supporting sentences, 
and a conclusion sentence.  When you have finished please wait 
silently for the rest of the class to finish.  

• If there is time, we will share responses and check for credit.   



Exit Question:  Attitude, Theme, and Author’s Purpose

• Please write “Exit Question” on your paper.

• Please answer the following question in one complete sentence:

“Did this activity help you learn about the literary concepts of attitude, 
theme, and author’s purpose? Rate how much it helped you on a scale 
of 1-5.”  

• When you have finished, please turn your work in to the box in the 
back.  




