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Unit Goals and Objectives

• Students will identify the central idea and/or the themes in a work 
of literature and be able to find supporting details in the text.

• Students will learn about the Great Depression, the Dust Bowl, and 
the migration of people to the west coast of the United States.

• Students will discuss and write about character archetypes, how a 
character develops of the course of a text, and how an author uses 
language to develop the characters, plot, and theme.  

• Students will learn the basic structure of an argumentative essay.

• Students will write argumentative essays based of themes and 
ideas presented in a work of literature.  



Lesson 1: Introduction to Characters, Themes, 
and Critical Vocabulary

• Please take out a piece of paper and a pencil.  Please write 
your name, the date, and title at the top of the paper:

“Lesson 1: Of Mice and Men”

• We will begin our lesson with an anticipation guide which 
will introduce us to themes presented in this novel.  



Anticipation Guide—Directions:
1. You will be given a handout that will aske you to identify if you agree 

or disagree with certain statements.  Write your name at the top of 
the paper.  

2. Look at the 11 statements.  Place a check next to the ones that you 
agree with or think are true.

3. Pick any statement and begin writing a paragraph to support your 
statement.
• This is your first exercise in argumentative writing.  
• Your paragraph must have a topic sentence (use the question in the answer).
• Your paragraph must have supporting sentences (evidence). 
• Your paragraph must have a concluding statement.

4. You will have 10 minutes to complete this exercise.  Following this 
exercise, we will share responses.



List of Major Characters

• Lennie Small:  Hulking creature of a man whose childlike 
mentality continually gets him into fights with other men 
who neither respect or understand him.

• George Milton:  Small, lean man, used to fighting for his 
place in the world.  He oversees and protects Lennie.

• Slim:  Highly skilled mule driver who serves as a the head of 
the ranch hands.

• Curley:  The boss’ son.  He is jealous, cruel, and possessive.

• Curley’s Wife:  Never named.  Not respected. Somewhat 
lonely.



Vocabulary Chapter 1

• Recumbent—lying down; in a resting position.

• Morosely—sullen; melancholy.

• Junctures—places where two things are joined.

• Droned—to make a continued, low, dull humming sound.

• Lumbered—walk or move with heavy clumsiness.

• Brusquely—in a blunt direct manner.

• Anguished—expressing physical or mental pain.

• Yammered—to complain peevishly or whimperingly; whine.



Concluding Lesson 1

• Please staple both pages together and make sure your name 
and the titles are clearly written and visible.

• Please turn your work into the box and neatly put your 
binders away.

• If there is time, we will begin reading the first chapter of the 
novel.  



Reading Norms: Of Mice and Men

• All students will have a copy of the novel on their desk.

• Desks will be cleared except for the novel and any reading guides we 
are working on.  You will need a pen or pencil to fill in the reading 
guides.

• Absolutely no phones or headphones will be on your desk or in your 
ears.  

• All students will take a turn to read.  Credit for reading will be given 
weekly.  

• You must read a minimum of one paragraph for any credit, and one 
page to be given full credit.  

• All students must follow along while reading.  



Lesson 2: The Great Depression and Dust Bowl

• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Name, date, and 
title at the top of the paper:

“The Great Depression and Dust Bowl”

• You will be shown a series of pictures related to the Great Depression and 
the Dust Bowl that occurred in the early 1930’s.  For each picture or 
picture set you will be given 1 minute to write.  
• You must write the entire time.  
• You do not need to write using complete sentences—bullet points are OK.  
• You will simply record what you are see.  Be a competent observer and recorder of 

information.  
• It must be silent and you must write quickly.



Picture #1



Picture Set #2



Picture #3



Picture #4



Picture Set #5



Picture Set #6



Picture Set #7



Time for Responses:  Class Discussion

• We will now take a few minutes to share our responses.  

• I will circulate through the pictures again and students will 
have a chance to share what they recorded.

• I will use name cards to choose students.  

• For each slide I will call on two different students to share 
their work.

• If you absolutely want to add to the conversation, please raise 
your hand.  Remember, we need time today to read our 
novel!!



Reading: Of Mice and Men

• We will either begin reading our novel, or continue reading where 
we left off yesterday.  Remember our reading norms:

• All students will have a copy of the novel on their desk.

• Desks will be cleared except for the novel and any reading guides we are 
working on.  You will need a pen or pencil to fill in the reading guides.

• Absolutely no phones or headphones will be on your desk or in your ears.  

• All students will take a turn to read.  Credit for reading will be given 
weekly.  

• You must read a minimum of one paragraph for any credit, and one page 
to be given full credit.  

• All students must follow along while reading.  


