
Lemon Bay High School                  AP Language and Composition 

 

Rhetorical Analysis and Fast Food: Barboza 

 

Directions:  This document is designed to help you complete the various parts of the assignment.  You 

will need a copy of the Barboza article and separate sheets of paper. Make sure answer to all questions 

under the corresponding prompt.  ANSWER USING COMPLETE SENTENCES.  Make sure you 

write each heading on your paper to clearly organize your assignment.  You will also complete the 

vocabulary chart (citing in-text) on this document.   

 

Reading: “If You Pitch It, They Will Eat” by David Barboza.  

 

I.  With a partner, DISCUSS the relationship between advertisement (the media) and obesity (1 min).  

Then using specific examples, WRITE a response to the following prompt (5 min).  There will be a 

time for discussion and CLASS NOTES following the prompt (5 min): 

 

 “As the unit has identified, fast food and unhealthy eating habits are a problem in the United 

States.  Is there a relationship between advertisements (TV, Internet, Radio, Billboards) and obesity in 

the United States?  Do advertisements promote unhealthy eating?  Please explain your answer using 

complete sentences and specific examples.” 

 

Please write your response on your paper. 

 

 

II.  Next, you will SURVEY THE TEXT VISUALLY before reading and answer some questions.  

Write answers using complete sentences.  You can discuss each question with a partner before writing 

your answer (30 sec. and 1-2 min.).  Again, please write your answers on your paper. 

 

1.  What does the title “If You Pitch It, They Will Eat” tell you about the author’s position on who is 

responsible for America’s growing weight problem? 

 

2.  What do you think is the purpose of the article? 

 

3.  “If You Pitch It…” was published in The New York Times.  Do you think the information in the 

article will be reliable?  How about the author?  Do you think they have the proper credentials to 

publish an article such as this?   

 

4.  Scan the article.  What else can you tell about the article just by looking at it? 

 

 

III.  Next, we will read certain parts of the article and MAKE PREDICTIONS.  You can discuss each 

question with a partner before writing your answer (30 sec. and 1-2 min.).  Again, please write your 

answers on your paper. 

 

1.  Read the first three and the last paragraphs of Barboza.  Who does Barboza think is responsible for 

America’s weight problem?  What arguments do you think he is going to make? 

 



2.  Who is the intended audience for this article?  How do you know that? 

 

3.  What information and ideas are they likely to draw on to convince you of their positions? 

 

 

IV. First Reading:  READ THE ARTICLE.  We will read the article aloud as a class.  As we read, 

think about the predictions you made.   

 

 

V.  Citing Evidence and Vocabulary Enrichment:  While reading the article, circle words you do 

not understand.  Then, as a means of practicing citing evidence in text, write the sentence in which the 

word appears, and correctly cite your work (author paragraph).  Finally, look up and write the 

definition of the word.   

 

Word  Context (sentence in which the word appears) Definition 

 Marketing 

''What really changed over the last decade is the 
proliferation of electronic media,'' says Susan Linn, 
a psychologist who studies children's marketing at 
Harvard's Judge Baker Children's Center (Barboza 5) 

Marketing is the activity, set of 
institutions, and processes for creating, 

communicating, delivering, and 
exchanging offerings that have value for 
customers, clients, and society at large.  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   



VI.  Identify the Rhetorical Situation:  Now that you have read Barboza’s text, please identify the 

following components of the rhetorical situation.  Please provide one direct quote from the text to 

support each answer.  Once again, please write your answers on your paper and answer using complete 

sentences.   

 

1.  The exigence (the issue, problem, or situation): 

 

2.  The audience: 

 

3.  The purpose: 

 

4.  The context: 

 

5.  The message:   

 

 

VII.  Demonstrate Understanding of the Audience:   

 

For your final task, please provide your opinion on whether you think Barboza understood the beliefs, 

values, and needs of his audience.  Please use one direct quote to help answer your question.  Please 

write your response on your paper. 

 


