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Goals of Lesson and Pre-Rate

• Become familiar with the synthesis free response prompt on the AP 
Language and Composition Exam.

• Learn to see images, publications, advertisements, and other visual 
media as a text.

• Understand the basic components and rhetorical structure of a 
publication, advertisement, or visual argument.

• Understand how to and complete your own visual argument 
analysis to generate evidence to use for your free response 
synthesis essay.

• Work in groups to generate ideas for our own free response synthesis 
essay.  



Lesson 1: Understanding Visual Arguments

• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Please write 
your name, the date, and title at the top of the paper:

“Lesson 1:  Understanding and Analyzing Visual Arguments”

• Please take a moment to think about and answer the prompt on the 
following slide.  Answer the prompt using complete sentences and 
specific examples.  Be sure to answer the question as thoroughly as 
possible.  After, we will share responses and take notes.



Introductory Writing Prompt:

“Please take a moment to think about your favorite commercials, or the 
best advertisements you have ever seen. They could be print, audio, 
visual, or a combination of some or all of them.  They need not be for a 
product, as they could support a certain organization.  Choose one 
advertisement and describe it to the best of your ability.  

• What were they selling or what was the message(s)? 

• Who is the intended audience?

• Lastly, were they effective and why?  Please use specific examples to answer 
your question.”

• Following the writing prompt, we will take five minutes to share 
responses and take notes.  





What is a Visual Argument?

• Communicates a position, and offers evidence to support that 
position, largely through images rather than words.

• A visual argument can be a(n):
• advertisement
• chart, graph, or table
• diagram
• web page 
• picture or photograph
• cartoon

• Visual Arguments are  prevalent in our modern, informational, 
technologically driven society.



Thinking Critically about Visual Arguments

• Approach every visual argument with a critical eye.  

• When one is the subject of an essay topic, the primary goal is 
to:
• Understand the point the creator of the visual is trying to make 

(purpose).

• Understand how the message is conveyed (rhetorical structure).

• Evaluate whether the methods used to persuade the audience are 
logical and effective.

• When you approach a visual argument, look for clues to its 
main idea,  message, intended audience, and the actual 
argument it is making (topic).



When Looking at a V.A.—Comprehension Clues

• The Individual images that appear (types and amount)

• The relative distance (close together or far apart) between 
images

• The relationship between the images and background

• The dominate image and the lesser images

• The use of empty space

• The use of color and shading (e.g. contrast between light and 
dark)

• If people are pictured:  their activities, gestures, facial 
expressions, positions, body language, dress, etc.



How to Conduct a Visual Analysis

• Regardless of the position you take on your visual argument you will need to 
conduct a visual analysis by answering the following questions:

1. Is the image(s) some kind of argument or were meant to persuade?  Or are the images 
designed solely to present information?

2. What main idea(s) does the visual (image) communicate?  Write in one complete 
sentence.

3. What elements, ideas, or visuals support the main idea?  Be specific.
4. If the visual (image) contains words, do they help convey the message?  How?  Be 

specific and cite evidence.
5. What is the purpose of the visual argument?
6. Who is the intended audience for this visual argument? 
7. Does the visual appeal to Ethos? Pathos? Logos?
8. Does the image(s) contain any logical fallacies, visual or written?  Please explain with 

specific examples and cite evidence.
9. Do you think the visual is effective?  Will it have the desired effect on its audience?



Conclusion of Lesson 

•Please make sure your name and the title is clearly 
written at the top of your paper.  

•Please underline each section heading.

• Turn your work in or show instructor for credit.  



Lesson Two:  Looking at Stakeholders

• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Please write 
your name, the date, and title at the top of the paper:

“Lesson 2:  Looking at Stakeholders”

• Part I:  A visual field trip—looking at a variety of visual arguments.

• Part II:  Conducting a critical analysis—four different texts.

• Part III:  Interpretation and class discussion



Part I:  A Visual Field Trip

• We will look at several visual arguments:  For each one, quickly write down the
main idea, purpose, how author achieves purpose, and intended audience.  

#1



#2



#3



#4



#5



Part II:  Conducting a Critical Analysis  

For each of the following visual arguments, you will answer a series of 
questions.  These questions are intended to get you thinking about the visual 
argument.  

1. What main ideas does the visual communicate?
2. What elements, ideas, or images support the main idea?  This could include 

words or text.
3. What is the purpose of the visual argument?  What issue is it addressing?
4. Who is the intended (target) audience for the visual argument?  Is this for a 

hostile, friendly, or neutral audience?
5. Who (or what organization) created the visual? 
6. What position does the visual take on the issue?  How can you tell?  Do you 

agree with this position?  
7. Is the visual effective?  Will it have its desired effect on its audience?



#1

1. What main ideas does the visual 
communicate?

2. What elements, ideas, or images 
support the main idea?  This could 
include words or text.

3. What is the purpose of the visual 
argument?  What issue is it 
addressing?

4. Who is the intended (target) audience 
for the visual argument?  Is this for a 
hostile, friendly, or neutral audience?

5. Who (or what organization) created 
the visual? 

6. What position does the visual take on 
the issue?  How can you tell?  Do you 
agree with this position?  

7. Is the visual effective?  Will it have its 
desired effect on its audience?



#2

1. What main ideas does the visual 
communicate?

2. What elements, ideas, or images 
support the main idea?  This could 
include words or text.

3. What is the purpose of the visual 
argument?  What issue is it 
addressing?

4. Who is the intended (target) audience 
for the visual argument?  Is this for a 
hostile, friendly, or neutral audience?

5. Who (or what organization) created 
the visual? 

6. What position does the visual take on 
the issue?  How can you tell?  Do you 
agree with this position?  

7. Is the visual effective?  Will it have its 
desired effect on its audience?



#3

1. What main ideas does the visual 
communicate?

2. What elements, ideas, or images 
support the main idea?  This 
could include words or text.

3. What is the purpose of the visual 
argument?  What issue is it 
addressing?

4. Who is the intended (target) 
audience for the visual 
argument?  Is this for a hostile, 
friendly, or neutral audience?

5. Who (or what organization) 
created the visual? 

6. What position does the visual 
take on the issue?  How can you 
tell?  Do you agree with this 
position?  

7. Is the visual effective?  Will it 
have its desired effect on its 
audience?



Lesson 3:  The Synthesis Essay

• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Write your 
name, date, and the title at the top of your paper:

“The Synthesis Essay”

Please take a moment to think about and answer the prompt on the 
following slide.  Answer the prompt using complete sentences and 
specific examples.  Be sure to answer the question as thoroughly as 
possible.  After, we will share responses and take notes.



Writing Prompt—The Synthesis Essay

“Please describe your experience with any type of ‘synthesis of 
documents’ essay prompt (timed writing).  What was/were the 
testing situation?  Was the question difficult or easy?  Were the 
readings/texts clear or complex?  How did you do (successful)?  
What were your strategies in answering the prompt and writing 
the essay?”

• We will share responses and generate notes (strategies) at the 
completion of this writing prompt.  Please take notes and 
contribute to the discussion.



Group Assignment #1:  Looking at the Question
Directions to Get Started:  Groups of Three.  Each group must get a 
whiteboard, marker, and eraser.  Each groups should get a copy of the 
synthesis prompt and accompanying readings.  

Tasks: Write responses on the white board and on own individual papers

1. Groups read the prompt.  Break the question into parts and list what it 
is specifically asking the writer to do.

2. Make a list of elements that are critical to include in the essay.

3. Each group takes one text.  Read the text.  Then write the main idea of 
the text, author’s purpose, and at least one “direct quote” that supports 
the main idea or purpose. (cite source)

4. If there is time, we will share responses.  If not, keep the whiteboard in 
a safe place until tomorrow.  



Group Assignment #2:  Thesis and Introduction Paragraph

Directions to Get Started:  Groups get white boards from yesterday.  Get one 
extra white board for today’s activity.  Marker and eraser.  Make sure you have 
the a copy of the synthesis writing prompt and your individual notes.

Tasks: Write responses on whiteboard and own individual papers.  (20 minutes 
for #1, 2, and 3) (15 minutes for #4)

1. Choose sources to use in the essay.

2. Write 2-3 possible thesis statements.

3. Write your introduction paragraph.  (next slide—review structure of 
introduction paragraph)

4. Groups will share responses from yesterday and today.  (check for credit)

5. Clean whiteboards and put materials away.  



Introduction Paragraph
1. Attention Getter / Grabber

• Capture the readers interest (make them want to read the 
essay)

• Questions, Quote, Statistic, Anecdote

2. Background Information
• Provides critical information to the reader so they 

understand the topic of your essay 

• Absolutely use the question (prompt) to help provide 
background information.

3. Claim / Thesis
• What is your main argument or main purpose in this essay.  

Write it in one declarative sentence.


