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Goals of Lesson and Pre-Rate (1-4)

• Continue to develop our skills in evidence based critical 
rhetorical analysis.

• Understand the purpose of rhetorically analyzing a text (to 
help us develop responses to a rhetorical analysis essay).

• Learn the STRUCTURE of responding to rhetorical analysis
essays.

• Analyze primary documents with a similar theme 
(government response to policy and/or important events).  



Review—Critical Rhetorical Analysis

• Rhetorical Structure:  The way an author produces a text to 
create meaning.

• Analysis: Dividing an argument into its components to 
investigate it systematically, see how the parts work, and 
determine how the parts speak to the whole.

• Think about: determine the central idea or question of a
text; how do the component parts answer the central 
question; what is the author’s purpose; to whom; do they 
achieve that purpose; how?



Review:  Introduction Paragraph
1. Attention Getter / Grabber

• Capture the readers interest (make them want to read the 
essay)

• Questions, Quote, Statistic, Anecdote

2. Background Information
• Provides critical information to the reader so they 

understand the topic of your essay.

• Absolutely use the question (prompt) to help provide 
background information.

3. Claim / Thesis
• What is your main argument or main purpose in this essay.  

Write it in one declarative sentence.



1. Topic Sentence

2. Evidence--direct quote or paraphrase from the text or other 
research.

3. Explain Evidence—Where did it come from?  Explain how it 
relates to the topic.

4. Commentary / Elaboration—Thoughts and opinions on 
how the evidence relates to the thesis.

5. Counterclaim/Rebuttal—The argument of the opposition, 
as it relates to your evidence, and your refutation.

6. Transition Sentence

Review:  Body Paragraph(s)

Repeat 
2x



Review:  Conclusion Paragraph

1. Topic Sentence

2. Possible Counterclaim (optional depending on your own 
style)

3. Summarize main points (possibly brief summary of evidence)

4. Restate Thesis

5. Final thoughts or comments that leave the reader thinking in 
some way.
• (call to action, question, scenario, acknowledge the reader.)



Group Assignment:
Directions to Get Started:  Groups of Three.  Groups should be formed 
according to text.  Each group must get a whiteboard, marker, and eraser.  
Each group should have the copies of their summaries and the text(s).  

Tasks: Write responses on the white board and on own individual papers.  
There are two parts to this exercise.  Today you will complete part one.

1. Groups look at their specific text.  Discuss the text with your partners.

2. On your white board write the title of the text and the author.  

3. Write the main idea AND the purpose of the text.

4. Write one background sentence.

5. Write one thesis statement regarding the text (rhetorical analysis)

6. Keep your white board and work in a safe place.  



Group Assignment (part two): Evidence and Elaboration

Directions to Get Started:  Groups of Three (same).  Get white boards, 
markers, text(s), summaries, and notes from yesterday.

Tasks: Write responses on the white board and on own individual papers

1. Following the structure of a body paragraph, write the following 
information to support your thesis:
• Topic sentence; direct quote #1; explain and elaborate (connection); direct 

quote #2; explain and elaborate; counterclaim and rebuttal; concluding 
statement.

2. Showcase of work:  Groups will set up their boards so their 
classmates can view responses and take pictures of their work.  Stay
in groups.  Each group will have 1-2 minutes to view each board.  
Repeat process until six minutes left in class.  (need time to post rate)



Conclusion of Lesson and Post-Rate:

• Now that you have completed the lesson, please post rate yourself in 
the following areas:

• Continue to develop our skills in evidence based critical rhetorical analysis.

• Understand the purpose of rhetorically analyzing a text (to help us develop 
responses to a rhetorical analysis essay).

• Learn the STRUCTURE of responding to rhetorical analysis essays.  

• Show your work to your instructor for credit.

• Please make sure your work is placed neatly and safely in your binder.  
You can put it in the “Assignments” section.


