
Lemon Bay High School                  English 2 

 

Looking at Exemplars—Scoring Sample Essays with the FSA ELA Writing Rubric 

 

Directions:  Please make sure you have a copy of the FSA ELA Writing Rubric and your TECECC 

Format for Argumentative Essays.  You can use the same rubric you used to score your own 

essay, or you can obtain a new one.  Also, please make sure you have at least one highlighter, a 

pen, and a pencil.  You will need all of them to highlight and mark text.  Your task is to:  

 Read each of the sample essays one time without marking text. 

 Read each one again, but on the second reading highlight/underline the follow 

elements: 

o In the introduction paragraph—hook, background, thesis 

o In the body paragraphs—evidence, elaboration (connection), and counterclaim 

(if present). 

 Lastly, please score each essay according to the FSA ELA argumentative writing rubric. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SAMPLE 1 

As the global concern for the environment increases with time, the desire to use cars 

decreases. People are aware that cars release fumes which, when combined, can be 

detrimental for the environment, and they want to do something about it. Elisabeth Rosenthal 

writes in her New York Times article, “In German Suburb, Life Goes on Without Cars”, that up to 

fifty percent of environmental greenhouse gas pollution comes from the cars driven in 

American suburbs. In her article, she quotes David Goldberg, an official of Transportation for 

America, that “All of our [the U.S.A.’s] development since World War II has been centered on 

the car, and that will have to change”. It seems like America, and the rest of the world, is 

becoming more aware about what cars can do to the environment and that car usage needs to 

decrease, and they are taking steps to do so. So why should you limit your car usage? By 

limiting car usage, the average citizen can decrease pollution and harmful greenhouse gases 

that are causing damage to the environment, improve living conditions in large cities and 

reduce smog, and feel better in general, with more exercise and less stress.  

In the past decade, America has struggled with an obesity epidemic. In the early 2000s, 

obesity was at its peak, with McDonalds’ “Super Size” menu options, huge SUVs, and endless 

television programs to keep couch potatos on the couch. If you visit New York City’s 

Manhattan, you won’t see a whole lot of obese people hurrying down 5th avenue to hop on the 

subway or pick up groceries at the local market. Why is this? Not many people drive in NYC, 

mainly because it would be far too expesive to buy and park a car in this already monumentally 

expensive city. The cars one does generally see are either from out of state, taxis, or 

businessmen who live in the other boroughs of the city. Very few who live in Manhattan drive. 



Most people take the subway, walk, or use bikes to get around. Because of the way it’s made, 

everything one needs is just a few blocks away, from the grocery store, to the drugstore, to the 

postoffice, to the bank, there really is no need to have a car. If you have to go to the airport, 

just take a cab. Naturally, people who walk and bike everywhere are slimmer and healthier. In 

the suburbs, this is not the story. Many people in the suburbs drive cars out necessity, because 

it would take the whole day to walk to the grocery store and back. The way suburbs are set up, 

walking or biking is almost impossible to do if it’s not for leisure. Driving around all day to pick 

up kids, go to work, and finally pull into the home garage can be draining and stressful. If 

people were to get around and get exercise at the same time, they would be less stressed and 

healthier. Andrew Selsky quoted businessman Carlos Arturo Plaza in his article, “Car-free day is 

spinning into a big hit in Bogota”. Plaza said that, “It’s [limiting car usage] a good oppurtunity to 

take away stress and lower air pollution”. Many people are already doing this. Vauban, 

Germany, is a new “car-free” suburb. In this town, things are close together, just like a city, 

eliminating the need to use cars. It is not illegal to own a car in Vauban, but people who do 

must pay a heavy fine and pay for parking on the edge of the city that is also highly expensive. 

People in the German suburb get along fine without cars, because of the way the city was built. 

The idea of a “car-reduced” community appeals to the U.S. as well, and legislators and other 

government officials are trying to make it happen for the environment as well as the sake of the 

people. 

Bejjing is supposedly the most polluted city in the world, and Paris the most beautiful, 

but Paris is more polluted than one would think. Robert Duffer reports in his article, “Paris bans 

driving due to smog”, that Paris, after suffering from “five days of intensive smog” called for 

some drivers to abstain from using their cars for the day or face a fine of twenty-two euros. The 

system was based on license plate numbers. One day, the drivers with even numbered license 

plates would not be able to drive, the next the ones with odd numbered license plates. This 

helped reduce smog in the city, which is more polluted than others in Europe like Brussels and 

London. Once the smog cleared, the ban was rescinded. This ban on cars, although only for a 

short period of time, is actually a great idea. Emissions from cars cause a large amount of smog 

to pollute the air, which is bad for both the inhabitants of the city and the environment. The 

reduction of the use of cars will reduce the amount of smog in the air in large cities, and 

improve the living conditions in those cities. Almost two centuries ago, smog, soot, and dirt 

covered Victorian London and its people. This smog was not from cars, but rather from the 

rising popularity of factories powered by fossil fuels such as coal. Today, all cities of the world 

are polluted, and almost two hundred years have passed. Shouldn’t some improvements 

regarding the environment and smog in cities have been made by now? There is just as much 

environmental damage being done as there was in 19th century London, but now, instead of 

factories being the main cause, it’s cars. Although cities are cleaner now, they are just as 

polluted. In Bejjing, some say the air is so dirty that if you blow your nose, your tissue turns 



black! It is the 21st century, and we have to be taking strides to improve the environment for 

the good of the people who live in cities like Paris and Bejjing. 

Limiting car usage is important to create a better living environment for people as well 

as improve their well-being, but the most important reason is to limit pollution and damage to 

the environment due to emmisions from cars. President Obama, according to Elisabeth 

Rosenthal in her article, “The End of Car Culture”, has “ambitious goals to curb the Unites 

States’ greenhouse gas emissions”. If the President of the United States is concerned, this 

means it is a real problem. The immense amount of greenhouse gases caused by cars has 

already aided Global Warming and the damage to the ozone layer that exists today. If car usage 

increases or holds steady, even more damage will be done, so much so that it may become 

unfixable in the future. If the world does not cut back now on its vehicle usage and reduce 

environmental damage, things will only get harder to fix. But things are looking good for 

Mother Nature, because according to all four articles given, including, “In German Suburb, Life 

Goes on Without Cars”, by Elisabeth Rosenthal, “Paris bans driving due to smog”, by Robert 

Duffer, “Car-free day is spinning into a big hit in Bogota”, by Andrew Selsky, and “The End of Car 

Culture”, by Elisabeth Rosenthal, people are already taking steps to reduce the use of cars and 

better the environment. 

Ever since the Model T came out in the early 20th century, cars have become more and 

more popular in America as well as around the world. They have become so popular, in fact, 

that they have become a problem. Cars emit harmful greenhouse gases that pollute the 

environment and cause excess smog in large cities. They can also be stressful and unhealthy for 

people who depend on them for everyday modes of transport. Limiting car usage is important 

and will help not only the environment, but also the people of the world. 
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SAMPLE 2 

Limiting the usage of cars has personal and professional support all across the globe and 

yet it has yet to be embraced everywhere. Statistical proof show where it may help and real life 

examples of some of the effects of reducing, or getting rid of altogether, cars in one’s daily life. 

While “recent studies suggest that Americans are buying fewer cars, driving less and getting 

fewer licenses as each year goes by” (Source 4), is that really enough or for the right reason? 

There are plenty of reasons to stop, or limit, the amount of cars being driven on the roads for 

every kind of person, from the hippie to the businessman, from the mom to the college 

student. With so many things in this world that few people agree on, this is a nice change to see 

in regards the removal of so many cars. Why would they all agree, one might ask. Well, there 

are plenty of reasons. 

 For starters, stress. It is no secret that morning traffic jams and 5’o’clock traffic is often 

enough to send any driver into a fit of unadulterated rage and what better way is there to 

prevent that than to simply not drive at all? Mother and media trainer, Heidrum Walter 

attested to this after moving into a mostly car-less community, claiming “when [she] had a car 

[she] was always tense. [She’s] much happier [that] way” (Source 1). If that were not enough, 

businessman Carlos Arturo Plaza who participated in the Day Without Cars in Bogota, Colombia, 

after just a day was able to say “it’s a good oppurtunity to take away stress” (Source 3). Just one 

day was enough to de-stress this man and if that does not speak wonders, one has to wonder 

what does. The event “[left] the streets of [Bogota] eerily devoid of traffic jams” (Source 3), 

which goes to show how stressful it was everyday, with traffic jams a common occurance. No 

one enjoys them, so why continue to suffer through them? 

 Additionally, the environment suffers greatly from the many car emissions let out on the 

roads. “Passenger cars are responsible for 12 percent of greenhouse gas emissions in Europe ... 

and up to 50 percent in some car-intensive areas in the United States” (Source 1). This alone 

should be enough to horrify anyone out of such copious amounts of car usage. If that were not 

enough, “transportation is the second largest source of America’s emissions” (Source 4). It is 

clear that cars are only doing more harm to this earth all humans live on and happen to only 

have one of, so there is no need to continue on knowing this without changing something 

about that. Even car-pooling could significantly reduce emissions as there would be less cars 

out there, which is possible through “more flexible commuting arrangements, including the 

evolution of shared van services for getting to work” (Source 4). 

 Of course, adding the last two reasons together makes for another very important 

factor in all of this: everyone’s general health. Both stress and high concentrations of smog can 

do a toll on one’s body and the reduction of cars, once again, helps to reduce this terrible 

down-sides to the easy transportation option. If it must be described as “emissions ... are 

choking cities” (Source 1), then why not be a bit more concerned. Air pollution can affect those 

with pre-existing respitory issues and stress can be a deciding factor in how effient and well a 



person can function. Stress on the road can lead to unsafe driving and a worse performance at 

work, school, or any other task-oriented location that many go to with the aid of a car 

 It is also worth noting that cities that have embraced a no car lifestyle such as Vauban or 

Bogota have generally improved as a community and have given back anything the newly car-

less citizens may have been missing out on through saving them time and money. In Vauban, 

“stores are placed a walk away, on a main street, rather than in malls along some distant 

highway” (Source 1). This is not only much more cost-efficient, but also convienent. This is 

saving both time and money, just like in Bogota where “parks and sports centers [ ] have 

bloomed throughout the city; uneven, pitted sidewalks have been replaced by broad, smooth 

sidewalks; rush-hour restrictions have dramatically cut traffic; and new restaurants and upscale 

shopping districts have cropped up” (Source 3). Not only does this help individual citizens and 

business owners, it helps the overall economy of the city as well. 

 Individual car use isn’t bad. Millions of individuals using cars, however, is very bad. Note 

the emphasis. Even just making a concious effort to car pool, bike to work or school, use public 

transportation, or use some sort of alternative transportation could be enough to clear up the 

air of some of it’s emissions, keep oneself and others happier and less stressed, save time and 

money, and improve their city all in one little decision. It’s just a matter of going ahead and 

doing it, so what is stopping anyone from going out and making that change now? Be the 

change you want to see and limit your car usage now. 
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SAMPLE 3 

The advantages that come along with reducing car usage are endless. America and the whole 

world actually, have depended on the car for so long that its hard to imagine a world more 

dependent on bikes and public transit than our own personal vehicles; that time has come. 

Along with the limiting of car usage come the benefits of happier, less tense individuals, smog 

and greenhouse gas reduction, and the possibility to get around in an easier fashion without all 

the havoc of traffic jams. 

 

For starters, cars tend to create a tenser and uneasier society. In the article “In German Suburb, 

Life Goes On Withoutr Cars” by Elisabeth Rosentha, media trainer Heidrun Walter, shared her 

personal experience from living without a car and expressed how she is happier living that way 

because before she was always tense. Additionally, in Andrew Selky’s artcle regarding the car-

free day in Bogota, Carlos Arturo Plaza commented how the day was a “good oppurtunity to 

take away stress.” Both these accounts from two different people on two different parts of the 

world support the fact that the reduction of car usage has aided them to lower stress as will 

decreasing the use of cars all together. Stress is a huge facor in today’s age and I for one believe 

that the world would be better off without it; which is why lowerig the amount of cars used 

would be the optimal choice. 

 

Another significant reason as to why car usage should be lowered is the fact that it decreases 

the amount of smog and greenhouse gases in the air. Referring back to Rosenthal’s article, she 

included how experts have said that the overuse of automobiles in Chicago and Shanghai has 

been a great setback to the current efforts being used toward reducing greenhouse gasses, 

which are emmited from the tailpipe. Accordingly, in Paris there was a partial driving ban to 

clean the air after days of almost record pollution, wrote Robert Duffer in his article. In additon, 

in Rosenthal’s other article “The End of Car Culture,” she wrote how Obama’s plan to reduce 

the United States’ greenhouse gas output has been helped by the decrease in Americans that 

are driving less each year. All in all, the reduction in car usage will result to a decrease in 

greenhouse gases that will better our environment and benefit the world entirely. 

 

Included in all the multitude of reasons why car limiting is advantageous, is the guarantee of 

less crowded streets allowing easier management of public transportation and bicycle use 

which ultimately assist society in becoming more active. In Rosenthal’s article “The End of Car 

Culture” she wrote about how Bill Ford stated that he wanted to construct amazing cities where 

“pedestrian, bicycle, private cars, commerical and public transportaion traffic are woven into a 

connected network to save time, conserve resources, lower emissions and improve safety.” 

This here shows a vast amount of benefits which are the results of less cars around the world 

shaping a better place. Additonally, in Selksy’s article he stated how the car-free day left the 

city devoided of traffic jams which lets admit, we all find horrible and would be better off 



without them. Selky’s also included in his artcicle how “rush-hour restrictions have dramatically 

cut traffic;” adding to the fantastic advantagous of lowering car usage; they help in letting us 

enjoy our time elsewhere having a joyous than in the middle of a busy and and nerve-wrecking 

rush hour. To finish off, along with limiting car usage come a plethora of magnificent rewards. 

This includes the drop in numbers of tense and not content individuals, a fleeting decrease in 

the amount of greenhouse gases and smog in the atmosphere, and the ease of avoiding those 

pesky traffic jams and annoying time delays. To conclude, I’m sure we can all agree that the 

pros of removing the amount of cars used are seemingly limitless. 
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SAMPLE 4 

Recent trends are showing that the average person is trading in their keys for a more 

contemporary mode of transportation, such as public transit or walking and biking from point A 

to point B. Even though the reason as to why this is occuring has yet to become clear, there are 

some general benefits that are known to come from this. More and more, cities in developed 

and developing nations are now being planned to be more dense, so that the citizens in them 

can get to where they need to be, without needing a car. Because of this, fewer greenhouse 

emissions are being created, there is less congestion and smog in cities, and the burden of 

traffic is being lifted from the everyday driver. The more this trend continues, the more 

beneficial it can become. 

 Climate change is a ubiquitous threat to the world. In order to face and reverse the 

direction of where the world is heading, some cities are finding new ways to face this issue. For 

example, a city in Germany has practically given up cars through its policies and design. Citizens 

are only allowed two places to park, and the city is designed so that everything you need is 

within a walking or biking distance, albeit more dense. More and more places are slowly 

beginning to adopt this style of suburb because “emissions from an increasing middle class are 

choking cities” (source 1). Making this change will not be easy, but it is important because 

“passenger cars are responsible for 12 percent of greenhouse gas emissions in Europe... and up 

to 50 percent [...] in the United States” (source 1). 

 Another issue that weighs down cities everywhere is the horrid smog and unbearable 

congestion most cities face. In order to combat this adverse effect of driving, Paris has banned 

driving in efforts to reduce the smog it deals with. The effort proved to create a temporary 

solution, as “congestion was down 60 percent in the capital of France, after five-days of 

intensifying smog” (source 2). A city in Bogota, Columbia has taken a day off from driving, and 

the results were so positive that the movement has spread to multiple cities in neighboring 

countries. This movement “[left] the street eerily devoid of traffic jams” (source 3). 

 In an ever changing world that exists today with cities that never sleep, the average 

person is constantly burdened and stressed by things that tend to pile up. So why have driving 

and traffic be added to that heap of annoyance, especially if it’s avoidable? The fact is, driving 

can be incredibly stressful and sometimes border on superfluous. A resident of the densely 

populated german town where 70 percent of its citizens don’t own cars claimed, “when I had a 

car, I was always tense. I’m much happier this way”, referring to how they no longer need to 

own a car or drive (source 1). The day of no driving in Bogota, Columbia has been said to be”a 

good oppurtunity to take away stress” (source 3). 

 Modern nations have revolved heavily on the invention and continuous innovation of 

the automobile. However, the increasing dependence on this mode of transportation has 

created some adverse affects for the general population of the world. In order to solve this 

problem, an emphasis on cleaner and more efficient modes of transportation must occur, along 

with more densely designed, modern cities. A larger independence from cars can create fewer 



greenhouse emissions, cause less congestion and smog in cities, and make the average citizen 

free from the stress of driving. Change will only ensue with a more proactive stance on this 

issue. 

 

 

FSA ELA Writing Rubric Score and Justification:   _________ out of 10 

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization:  1, 2, 3, 4 

Justification: 

 

 

 

Evidence and Elaboration:  1, 2, 3, 4 

Justification: 

 

 

 

Conventions of Standard English:  1, 2 

Justification:  



SAMPLE 5 

I think that limiting car usage would be something good. My reason is for less car 

accidents. Many people drive reckless and speed and this is what causes these car accidents. 

We can save alot of people from getting injured in car accidents.  

In this case we can also save traffic and causing people to be late to their jobs. This is 

why we should limit them also because of the gas rate. In this way we can save alot of money. 

Gas has been really expensive and this case we can save money and cause less accidents.  

Nobody is willing to keep driving to stay safe and save gas money. “70 percent of 

vaubans families do not own cars and 57 percent sold their cars”. I think that limiting this car 

usage would be a good thing for all of us. We would just have to find a safer way to get 

transportation.  

In other ways alot of people drive around drunk and they cause alot of car accidents. 

This is something that is not fair for us innocent drivers. We would just have to find a new way 

to get us all transportation. Driving is something pretty dangerous though cause their really is 

alot of crazy drivers out their. 
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