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Part I:  Introduction to Narrative

• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Please 
write your name, the date, and title at the top of the paper:

“Lesson 1:  Introduction to Narrative”

• We will quickly review the definition and the critical 
elements of a narrative.  Then you will complete two short 
writing activities.  



Narrative Defined

• A narrative or story is a report of connected events (real or 
imagined).

• One of the four rhetorical modes of discourse (exposition, 
argumentation, and description).

• Key elements of a personal narrative:  A well-told story, vivid 
details (description and dialogue), and indication of the 
narrative’s significance (purpose).

• (Flash) Narrative:  Starts in the action.  No pre-story.  Use 
description, dialogue, and actions to tell the story.  Show, don’t 
tell.  No less than 200 and no more than 500 words.  



Part II:  Write a Flash Narrative

• In groups of three, you will examine different 
narrative writing assignments.  Once you have 
chosen a group of writing assignments, each 
individual will choose one and begin writing their 
narrative.  

•My advice—Do your best and have fun!  Try your 
best to write the entire time!



Group Task and Individual Assignment

1. Get a copy of the writing assignments, skim it with your 
group, and choose a group of assignments.  Tell your 
instructor your choice.

2. Each individual student must choose one prompt within their 
lettered group.

3. Begin writing part one.  All class members will have 10 
minutes to write their narratives. 

4. Must write the entire time.

5. Remember Describe, Dialogue, Who, What, When, Where…



Flash Narrative Part Two

1. Choose one more lettered group of prompts.

2. Begin writing part two.  All class members will have 15 
minutes to write their narratives. 

3. Must write the entire time.

4. Remember Describe, Dialogue, Who, What, When, Where…

5. If time, groups choose one narrative.  

6. Narratives are shared aloud with the rest of the class.

• Make sure to turn your work in at the end of the class.  


