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Writing Prompt:  Essay Prior Knowledge

• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  
Please write your name, date, class, and title at the top 
of the paper.

“Structure of an Academic Essay”

• “Please describe or outline what you think an 
academic essay should look like.  Then, if you 
can, please explain each part in detail.”  

• After you have finished writing, draw a line under your 
response.  Students will share responses and take 
notes on discussion.





General Writing Tips From Hertz

• Practice, Practice, Practice
– Write all the time, as much as you can.  

– Develop fluency. 

– Training your brain.  Build neural writing pathways.

– Develop Brain to Hand proficiency 

• Confidence
– Your ideas and thoughts are unique and original.  Don’t 

be afraid to write them down.

– Have a Plan (outline or idea).

• Do not overthink it!  
– Keep your ideas concise and direct.  Think locally not 

globally. (can’t save the world in 1000 words)



Introduction Paragraph

1.Attention Getter / Grabber
•Capture the readers interest (make them want 

to read the essay)
•Questions, Quote, Statistic, Anecdote

2.Background Information
•Provides critical information to the reader so 

they understand the topic of your essay 

3.Claim / Thesis
•What is your main argument or main purpose 

in this essay.  Write it in one declarative 
sentence.





Body Paragraph(s)

• Provides the evidence or information to your audience.
• One body paragraph = one topic = one idea

1. Topic Sentence
2. Evidence (Information found during research / own 

knowledge)
3. Explain Evidence (How does that info. relate to the 

Thesis/Purpose?)
4. Commentary (Thoughts and opinion on the evidence and/or 

Thesis/Purpose)
5. Transition Sentence (if needed)

• Evidence, Explaining Evidence, and Commentary can be 
repeated throughout the paragraph (two to three times).

• This is a general guide for the structure of a body paragraph.
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Conclusion Paragraph

• Reviews the material and leaves the reader 
thinking in some way.

1. Topic Sentence

2. Summarize main points (brief summary)

3. Restate Thesis/Main Points

4. Final thoughts or comments that leave the reader 
thinking in some way (call to action, question, 
scenario, acknowledge the reader, etc.)



Conclusion

• This is a general guide to help you with writing 
essays (structure).

• The ideas you choose to include are yours and 
yours alone.  Take risks, be creative, develop 
as a thinker, and have fun!

• Please show your work to your instructor for 
credit.



Unit 1:  Essay Self-Reflection

• Directions:  Please make sure a copy of your completed Literacy 
Narrative Essay is on your desk.  Please take out a separate sheet of 
paper and a pen or pencil.  Please write your name, date, and title 
at the top of the paper:

“Literacy Narrative Essay:  Final Self-Reflection”

• On the next slide you will be asked to complete a series of tasks and 
answer questions about your essay.  Please answer the questions 
honestly and to the best of your ability.  

• Following the Q & A session, we will participate in a read-around 
session.  We will read each others essays until there are five 
minutes left in class.

• Lastly, you will staple your reflection to your essay and turn it in to 
the box in the back of class.  



Self-Reflection Tasks and Questions:
1. Underline or highlight your thesis statement or your purpose.  
2. Write a star in the margins next to any direct quotes 

(evidence).  
3. Because it is a narrative, it could also be considered a story.  

Are you showing (description, dialogue, etc.) or telling.  Why 
does this matter when writing a narrative.

4. What is the strongest part of your essay?  Please be specific.
5. In what areas of essay writing do you still need to improve?  

Please be specific.  
6. Did you include direct quotes (evidence) in your essay?  Were 

they effective and did they help support your story?  Please 
explain.

7. On a scale of 1-100, please assign yourself a grade.  Please 
provide a rationale for your grade.  



Read Around—Colleagues Sharing Work
• Now that you have completed your reflection, you will share your work 

with and read the work of your colleagues.

1. Trade essays with another student.  
2. Read their essay in its entirety.  Pay close attention to their thesis 

statement and evidence.
3. Then answer the following for them:

– Do they have a clear thesis or purpose?
– Did their narrative use description and dialogue (show) or did it just tell the 

story?
– Did they include at least two direct quotes (evidence))?

4. Provide two positive comments.  Be specific, not general please.
5. Trade papers again.  Repeat this process until there is five minutes left in 

class.  

• At the completion of the read around, turn in your essay, self-reflection, 
and rubric to your instructor (box in back of room).  Thank you!!


