
Lemon Bay High School        English 2 / Pre-AP 

 

Brownlee and Barboza Part II:  Re-read, Annotation, and Summary 

 

Directions:  This is a follow-up activity to the Brownlee and Barboza articles we studied in class.  To 

successfully complete this assignment, you will need the both articles, your previous worksheets, and 

handwritten answers.  However, for this activity, you will only choose one of the articles for further 

analysis.  I will assign you an author.   

 

In a similar fashion to the previous assignments, you will answer the following questions/prompts on a 

separate sheet of notebook paper.  Each section must have the heading in bold underlined on your 

paper.  ANSWER USING COMPLETE SENTENCES.  Your summary must be complete.  If it is not, 

it will be returned for completion.  When you are finished with the assignment, staple your paper to 

this worksheet.  Make sure your name is on this paper. 

 

 

Reading:  “It’s the Portion Distortion that Makes America Fat” By Shannon Brownlee. 

 

I.  RE-READING THE TEXT:  Now that you know what “Portion Distortion” is about, answer the 

following questions.  Your answers must be in complete sentences.  You can discuss each question 

with a partner before writing your answer (30 sec. and 1 min.) 

 

1.  Think back about your original predictions.  Which predictions were right?  Which ones did you 

have to modify as you read “Portion Distortion”? 

 

2.  What is the main idea of “Portion Distortion”?  Who does Brownlee think is to blame for America’s 

obesity problem?  Underline or highlight the sentence that most clearly indicates who is to blame.   

 

3.  What does Brownlee think is the solution to the problem? 

 

II.  Re-read Brownlee and ANNOTATE it as you reread.  Underline, highlight, draw arrows, and 

make comments about main ideas, questions or objections, and connections between ideas in the left 

hand margin.  Write your reactions to what Brownlee says in the right hand margins. This is called 

active reading (10-12 minutes). 

 

Compare your annotations with your partner.  Then go back and revise your annotations if you want. 

 

III.  SUMMARY/RESPONSE:  Write a summary of Brownlee following the guidelines below.  

Write your summary in paragraph form using complete sentences and complete thoughts.  You can 

discuss the different parts of the summary with your partner if you need help.  

 

1.  Include the author’s name and the title of the article in first sentence of the summary. 

2.  Make sure the title is in quotation marks. 

3.  The first sentence should also briefly state the main idea of the article. 

4.  Include all of the important ideas or supporting points from the article. 

5.  Use your own words.  Do not copy the text of the article. 

6.  Keep your opinions out of the summary. 



 

Following the summary, write a response (your opinion) to Brownlee’s views.  Write your response in 

paragraph form using complete sentences and complete thoughts (TECECC).  This is your opinion of 

Brownlee’s article.  Use specific examples from the text and your own experiences to support your 

answer.   

 

1. Topic Sentence (your opinion/stance) 

2. Evidence (specific example from text or your own experience) 

3. Connection (connect to your opinion/stance/topic sentence) 

4. Evidence (specific example from text or your own experience) 

5. Connection (connect to your opinion/stance/topic sentence) 

6. Counterclaim / Rebuttal (opposition view and refute the opposition) 

7. Concluding Sentence. 

 

 

Reading:  “If You Pitch It, They Will Eat” By David Barboza 

 

I.  RE-READING THE TEXT:   

 

Now that you know what “If You Pitch It” is about, answer the following questions.  Your answers 

must be in complete sentences.  You can discuss each question with a partner before writing your 

answer (30 sec. and 1 min.). 

 

1.  Think back about your original predictions.  Which predictions were right?  Which ones did you 

have to modify as you read “If You Pitch It”? 

 

2.  What is the main idea of “If You Pitch It”?  Underline or highlight the sentence that most clearly 

indicates why food companies aim their advertisements at children. 

 

3.  What does Barboza think is the solution to the problem? 

 

 

II.  Re-read Barboza and ANNOTATE it as you reread.  Underline, highlight, draw arrows, and make 

comments about main ideas, questions or objections, and connections between ideas in the left hand 

margin.  Write your reactions to what Barboza says in the margins. This is called active reading (10-12 

min.).   

 

Compare your annotations with your partner.  Then go back and revise your annotations if you want. 

 

 

III.  SUMMARY/RESPONSE:  Write a summary of Barboza, following the guidelines below.  

Write your summary in paragraph for using complete sentences and complete thoughts.  You can 

discuss the different parts of the summary with your partner if you need help.    

 

1.  Include the author’s name and the title of the article in first sentence of the summary. 

2.  Make sure the title is in quotation marks. 

3.  The first sentence should also briefly state the main idea of the article. 



4.  Include all of the important ideas or supporting points from the article. 

5.  Use your own words.  Do not copy the text of the article. 

6.  Keep your opinions out of the summary. 

 

Following the summary, write a response (your opinion) to Barboza’s views.  Write your response in 

paragraph form using complete sentences and complete thoughts (TECECC).  This is your opinion of 

Barboza’s article.  Use specific examples from the text and your own experiences to support your 

answer.   

 

1. Topic Sentence (your opinion/stance) 

2. Evidence (specific example from text or your own experience) 

3. Connection (connect to your opinion/stance/topic sentence) 

4. Evidence (specific example from text or your own experience) 

5. Connection (connect to your opinion/stance/topic sentence) 

6. Counterclaim / Rebuttal (opposition view and refute the opposition) 

7. Concluding Sentence. 

 

 


