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BW:  Metaphor, Terms, Figures of Speech

• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Please 
write your name, the date, class period, and a title at the top 
of the paper:

“Literature Terms”

• Over the next few slides, we will be review common 
literature terms and figures of speech.  Please be sure to 
write down as much information as possible for each term.  
You will be given credit for your work at the end of the 
lesson.



Literal vs Figurative Language

•Literal Language:  Means exactly what it 
says.

•Figurative Language (Figures of Speech):  
words are used to symbolizes ideas and concepts 
they would not otherwise be associated with.  

•Denotation:  Literal or dictionary meaning.

•Connotation:  Implied meaning.  Creates an 
attitude or feeling about a subject.  



The Most Common Metaphors:

• Metaphor:  A figure of speech that makes a comparison 
between two things that are basically unlike, but have 
something in common.

• Simile:  A comparison between two unlike things using like or 
as.  

• Hyperbole:  A great exaggeration for emphasis or humorous 
effect.

• Personification:  A figure of speech in which human qualities 
are given to an animal, inanimate object, or idea.

• Allegory:  A work with two levels of meaning—a literal one 
and a symbolic one.  Extended metaphor.



Literary Techniques

• Symbolism:  A person, place, object, or an activity that stands 
for something beyond itself.  

• Imagery:  Descriptive words or phrases that re-create sensory 
experiences.  Appeals to the senses (5).

• Allusion:  An indirect reference to a famous person, place, event, 
or literary work.

• Foreshadow:  Hints or clues to suggest events that will occur 
later in the story.

• Flashback:  An account of a conversation, an episode, or an 
event that happened before the beginning of a story.



The Sounds of Words

• Onomatopoeia:  The use of words whose sounds echo 
their meanings. (buzz, whisper, boom)  

• Assonance:  Repetition of vowel sounds within non-
rhyming words.  

• Alliteration:  Repetition of consonant sounds at the 
beginning of words. 

• Rhyme:  The occurrence of similar or identical sounds at 
the end of two or more words.  

• Rhyme Scheme:  a pattern of end rhymes in a poem.  
(a,b,a,b or a,a,b,b etc.)  



Lesson 4:  Finding Terms in Context

• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Please 
write your name, the date, class period, and a title at the top 
of the paper:

“Lit Terms in Context:  Shelley and Yeats”

• As a class we will read two poems by famous British writers:  
“Ozymandias” by Percy B. Shelley and “The Second Coming” 
by William Butler Yeats.  We will read each poem at least 
twice.  Following the readings, you will complete a short 
assignment.



Activity:  Literature Terms in Context

Directions:  Using the copies of the two poems, and using your notes on 
literature terms and figures of speech, you and a partner will identify at least 
two terms in context from each poem.  You will then present your findings to the 
class.

1. Make sure the copies of your poem and your notes are on your desk.

2. Re-read each poem.  Highlight at lease two different literature terms or 
figures of speech in the context of the poem.  

3. On your own notebook paper, directly quote the text/example/line.  Place it in 
“quotes” and write the line # (cite).  

4. Next to the quote, identify the literature term/figure of speech.  

5. Make sure you have two examples from each poem.

6. Lastly, we will share our responses with the rest of the class.  Make sure to 
save your work for tomorrow.  You will complete one final activity with these 
two poems.  


