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BW:  (3 and 3) Our Favorite Stories!

■ Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Please 
write your name, the date, class period, and a title at the top of 
the paper:

“Elements of Fiction”

■ On the next slide, you will complete a short writing prompt 
asking you some questions about your favorite stories and 
characters.

■ We will write for three minutes.  Try to write the whole time.

■ Following the writing, we will have three minutes of discussion.  
We will keep strict time.  



Lesson Writing Prompt

■ Topic:  Your favorite story and/or character. (novel, short-story, 

film, television, legend or other similar tale)

■ Questions:  What is your favorite novel, film, short story, etc.?  

Briefly tell us about the beginning, the middle part, and possibly 

the end (no spoilers).  Explain using concrete details (specific 

examples).  Make sure you tell us about one or two of the 

characters.  Please be specific.  

■ Three minutes of writing.  Three minutes of discussion.



Elements of Fiction (and sometimes non-fiction)

■ Plot:  The action or events of a work of fiction (non-fiction) usually 
developed in four stages.

1. Exposition—the beginning of the story.  The characters and setting are 
introduced, background is established, and tone is set.

2. Rising Action—introduces the conflict(s) and builds suspense.

3. Climax—point of maximum interest or tension. Usually the turning 
point of the story.

4. Falling Action—shows the results of the important action of the 
climax.

5. Resolution—conflict is resolved.

■ Conflict:  Struggle between opposing forces.  Can be internal (within a 
character) or external (outside forces, physical obstacle, or another 
character)



Setting, Point-of-View, Characterization

■ Setting:  Context.  Where and when the action takes place.

■ Point-of-View:

– 1st Person—The “I”.  Told from a character’s perspective.

– 2nd Person—The “You”.  Rare in literature.

– 3rd Person—The “He or She”.  Omniscient narrator who 

follows some or all of the characters.  Knows all the 

characters thoughts.

■ Characterization:  Techniques used to describe the speech, 

thoughts, feelings, and actions of a character.

– Dynamic—character changes over time.

– Static—character stays the same.



Mood, Tone, Theme, and Irony

■ Mood:  The overall feeling or atmosphere a writer creates for the 

reader.  Use of descriptive words, imagery, or figurative language

■ Tone:  The attitude an author takes towards a subject or the story.

■ Irony:  A difference or contrast between appearance and reality.

– Situational—contrast between what a reader or character 

expects and what actually happens.

– Dramatic—reader knows something that a character does not 

know.

– Verbal—person or character says one thing but mean another.

■ Theme:  The central idea.  What one can learn about life or human 

nature.  



Reading and Activity:  
“The Kool-Aid Wino” by Richard Brautigan

Directions for the Activity:

1. Read the text out loud as a class.

2. Your instructor will create groups of three.  

3. Each group will re-read and analyze the text and answer 

a set of questions (on a white board):

4. Groups will share out responses with the whole class.

5. Clean white boards and put all supplies neatly away 

(boards, markers, and erasers).



Questions for the Group Activity

Directions:  Each group will re-read and analyze the text and 
answer the following questions (on a white board).  Answer using 
complete sentences:

1. From what point-of-view is the story told? 

2. What is the theme or the central idea of this story?  

3. Find two supporting details from the text to support the 
theme.  Directly quote the passage.  Use “quotation marks”.

4. Briefly, explain why your supporting details support the 
theme/central idea.

5. Choose one character and tell us if they are Static or 
Dynamic, and explain why.  

6. Extra Credit (one point each—Mood, Tone, Example of Irony)



Completion of the Exercise

■ You will be graded on the following:

– Your notes and writing prompt on “The Elements of Fiction”

– Your group work and responses for the analysis of “The Kool-Aid 

Wino”

■ Once all groups are done sharing, please clean your white board 

and return your marker, eraser, and board to the proper place.  

■ Please make sure you have turned in your notes and writing on 

“The Elements of Fiction” into the box.

■ Great Job!!


