
Lemon Bay High School               AP Language and Composition 
 

Unit 1 Study Guide:  Introduction to Rhetoric and Language Construction 
 
Essential Questions:   

 What is rhetoric and how do humans construct meaning and persuade with words? 

 How do authors construct arguments and what are their effects on a reader or audience? 

 What is an author’s purpose when writing a text and how do they achieve that purpose? 
 

Goals:  

 Identify and describe components of the rhetorical situation:  The exigence, audience, writer, 
purpose, context, and message. 

 Identify and explain claims and evidence within an argument. 

 Develop paragraphs and essays that includes a claim and evidence supporting that claim. 

 Write a thesis statement that requires proof or defense and that may preview the structure of the 
argument. 

 Explain how an argument demonstrates understanding of an audience’s beliefs, values, or needs. 

 Learn the meanings of and be able to identify common schemes, tropes, and language 
terminology. 

 
Assignments and Activities:  
 Introduction to My AP and AP Classroom.  Create an account through the College Board website. 

 Review summer assignment: Fast Food Nation:  The Dark Side of the All-American Meal, by Eric 

Schlosser and Documentary--Supersize Me:  A Film of Epic Portions.  Directed by Morgan 

Spurlock. 

o Includes review of student responses to the reading and documentary.  Identifying main 

idea, rhetorical situation (exigence, audience, purpose, and context), and rhetorical 

strategies (how author achieves purpose).  Also, use and proper citing of textual evidence.  

o Group Activity:  Summary, analysis, and presentation of one section of Fast Food Nation 

or the documentary Supersize Me.   

 Lecture:  Reading Critically and Rhetorical Analysis—Introduction to Rhetoric, The Rhetorical 

Situation, and approaches to reading critically.   

 Reading:  Chapter 1 (p. 3-27) from Writing America.  Reading as Inventing. 

 Reading:  Chapter 4 (p. 71-106) from Writing America.  Rhetoric and Analysis.  

 Close Reading Activity:  “If You Pitch It, They Will Eat” by David Barboza.  Includes pre-reading 

and reading strategies, citing evidence from text, vocabulary, and identifying components of the 

rhetorical situation. 

 On AP Classroom:  Personal Progress Check 1—Multiple-Choice Assessment. 

 Lecture:  Structure of an Academic Essay (Argument).  Includes rubrics provided by the College 

Board and AP Central.  Critical focus—Argument Essay 

 Assessment:  In-Class Essay #1 (Argument)—Should advertisements that target children and 

promote unhealthy eating be banned?  Includes peer and instructor review, and final essay self-

assessment.  

 Assignment:  Key Terminology Poster Project.  Includes presentation and quiz on information.   



 On AP Classroom:  Personal Progress Check 2—Multiple-Choice Assessment.   

 
Please take this unit guide home and share it with your parents.  This unit will last approximately four 
to five weeks.  Please make sure you complete the readings on your own as class lectures and 
assignments will supplement the readings.   
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