
Lemon Bay High School            AP Language and Composition 

 

Group Research Project—Themes, Concepts, and Ideas from Slaughterhouse V 

 

Directions:  Your assignment is to conduct research on and assemble an informative 

presentation on one of the selected topics related to the novel Slaughterhouse V, by Kurt 

Vonnegut.  The novel presents many rich themes, symbols, and ideas, and offers a springboard 

into the intellectual word of literary criticism.  Your presentation must inform your audience 

using a combination of text, images, and possibly video.  It must be original, creative, and 

professionally presented.  Overall goal of your project is to be INFORMATIVE.   

 

You can choose from the following topics:   

 

Biography of Kurt Vonnegut, the fire-bombing of Dresden, treatment of prisoners of war by the 

Germans during WWII, any relevant topic related to the European Theater of WWII, the 

destructiveness of war (including collateral damage), the concept of fate and freewill, the 

concept of time travel, aliens/extraterrestrials in popular culture, The Tralfamadorians and 

related philosophies, Zeno’s Paradox, the Modern Era, The Post-Modern, literary theory in 

general, Psychoanalytic Criticism, Feminist Criticism, or any related topic approved by the 

instructor. 

 

Requirements: (Groups of three) 

 

1. Use PowerPoint, Google Slides, Prezi, or other similar program to create your presentation.   

Must use a combination of text, images, video, and/or other similar media. 

2. At minimum, your presentation should have the following slides: 

 An introduction slide that has the title of your project and the names of all the 

members of your group. 

 2-3 slides that explain the critical information regarding your topic (who, what, when, 

where, why, how) and explain 2-3 different aspects of your chosen topic.   

 A conclusion slide that summarizes your main points 

 One slide that provides your list of sources (works cited slide) in proper MLA format.  

3. Your presentation should be original, creative, and informative while showing depth of 

thought.  It should be apparent that you spent time and effort creating your presentation.  

4. Each member of your group must present.  Do not read from the power point.  Use some kind 

of note cards to aid in your presentation.    

 

Do your best and have fun with this assignment!  We will have three days in class or in the lab to 

work on this assignment.  Use your time wisely.  Divide the work equally among your group 

members.  Make sure everyone is equally participating.    

 

The correct MLA format can be found online at the Purdue On-Line Writing Lab.  Here is the 

web address:  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/  

 

 

This assignment is worth 30 points.   

 

Presentations will begin on ___________________________________________. 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/

