
Lemon Bay High School                English 4 

 

The Personal Journey:  Quarter Two Reading Assignment 

 

Introduction:   

 

Whether we know it or not, all of us are on our own personal journey.  This journey began long 

ago and changes as we grown, learn, and accumulate life experience.  Currently, you are here 

now, in this classroom listening to me read this handout.  Later your journey will take you 

somewhere else and you will make choices that will lead you to doing something different—

from trivial act such as eating dinner, deciding whether ask someone on a date, or something 

more important like choosing what college or school to attend. 

 

Regardless, the knowledge we have learned from all our previous experiences guides us as we 

make future choices on our own personal journeys.  Also, many of these choices are shared with 

other people in our society (laws, governance, social norms, etc.). This creates a complex 

existence in which we continually are in conflict with what is good for ourselves and what is 

good for the society and humanity in general. 

 

Directions:   
 

You will be choosing one novel to read with three or four of your fellow classmates and 

completing three group assignments over the next four weeks.  You can choose from the 

following novels: 

 

 Frankenstein, by Mary Shelly  

 Life of Pi, by Yann Martel 

 The Old Man and The Sea, by Ernest Hemingway 

 Heart of Darkness, by Joseph Conrad 

 Fallen Angels, by Walter Dean Myers 

 Fahrenheit 451, by Ray Bradbury 

 Night, by Elie Weisel 

 

Once you have chosen your novel, your group will have the following tasks: 

 

 You will write the name of your novel on this paper. 

 You will write them names (and possibly phone numbers) of your group members on this 

paper.  Phone numbers will help you when due dates are approaching for group assignments. 

 You will divide the novel into four sections.   

 Write the week date range in the respective box for each assignment. 

 Write the due date for each assignment in each section. 

 

You will be given approximately one month to complete your novel.  Each week you will have a 

different assignment to complete as a group or individually.  All members will contribute to 

the completion of the group assignments.   

 



My Novel: ______________________________________________________ 

 

My Group Members:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are the assignments and due dates: 

 

Week Date 

Range 
Assignment Due Date 

Week 1: 

 

__________ 

Group Assignment.  Summarize the basic plot of the first ¼ of the 

novel.  Your group will identify the protagonist(s) and tell us a little 

about them. First tell us what they were like before they began their 

main journey or quest.  Then provide details as to the choices they 

made that led them on their journey or the circumstances for them to 

arrive in their situation.  Lastly critically analyze and evaluate our 

protagonist.  Be sure to use at least two quotes from the novel, and 

all quotes must be properly cited according to MLA format.  Your 

paper must only be one typed page with no heading except a title.  

Your analysis should be about three complete paragraphs. (20 

points) 

________ 

Week 2: 

 

__________ 

No Assignment. Make sure you are reading your novel and helping 

your group members gather information for Assignment #2 and #3.  

Create a reading log and write down important quotes and their page 

numbers.   

________ 

Week 3: 

 

__________ 

Group Assignment:  Begin documenting the journey of your 

protagonist.  You should be looking at the most important events in 

the novel and documenting them.  These events can be critical 

choices the protagonist makes or events beyond the control of 

protagonist that guide them on their journey (choices or reactions to 

events).  Your group must turn in a one page list that documents five 

choices or events the protagonist makes or endures in the novel.  

Each event must have a short explanation of what happened and the 

effect on the protagonist.  Please document each event (direct quote 

or paraphrase) according to MLA format. (20 points) 

 



Week 4: 

 

__________ 

Group Assignment:  The fourth week you group will create a 

poster or other creative project documenting the journey of your 

protagonist.  You can use art, images, text, maps, or any other 

pertinent material to create your poster.  You poster must have the 

following: 

 The title of the novel and the author 

 A one paragraph summary of the novel.    

 At least five stages of the protagonist’s journey explained.  

Each explanation should be a short paragraph and include 

one quote from the novel properly cited. 

 Images, drawing, or other artwork that creatively interprets 

your novel and the protagonist’s journey. 

Your poster should be neatly and creatively presented. Also it 

should be clearly evident that your group spent time and effort in 

creating you project.  (30 points) 

________ 

 

Use this space for notes: 


