
 

Lemon Bay High School            AP Lang and Comp 

 

History and Politics through Music:  Analyze a Recording of Societal Value 

 

Introduction:  As a class, we will assemble a short publication or a visual presentation entitled “History 

and Politics through Music”.  Public commentary can come in many forms, not just news sources, 

speeches, or literature.  The medium music—popular, alternative, underground, country, folk, etc.—is 

often powerful and convey a message to a greater audience.   

 

Directions:  Your job is to choose one song that, in your opinion, accurately records some historical or 

political issue of the artists’ time period.  Once you have chosen the song, you will create a one-page 

handout with the following information: 

 

The title of the song, date recorded, name of the artist or group, a brief history of the artist or group, 

genre of music, song lyrics, and the main issue or event the song presents. Please include pictures and 

images.  This handout should look awesome!  

 

You will also write two short paragraphs explaining: 

1. A brief history of the event or issue in question.  This will include a summary of the issue or 

event.   

2. A critical response to the song.  Use the can use the “5 Steps” or similar method of analysis to 

help you develop a response.   

 

You can use the program of your choice to complete this assignment (MS Publisher or similar).  You 

will be given two full class periods to research, draft, and finish this project.  You may need to work on 

this assignment at home.  Remember everything must fit on one page, so it must be creatively presented.  

Use the following rubric as a guide: 

 

Category Points Possible Points Earned 

Essential Information:  Title, artist, brief history of artist, 

genre, lyrics, and main issue. 
5 

 

Paragraph One:  Brief history of the issue or event in 

question.  Your history is precise, complete yet brief, and 

informative.  You use complete sentences and grammar and 

punctuation is flawless.  Cite your sources. 

5 

 

Paragraph Two:  Your own critical response to the song.  

Remember to use the 5 Steps or a similar approach when 

composing your response. 

10 

 

Layout, Design, and Creativity:  Your handout is 

thoughtfully assembled and designed facilitate 

understanding. You creatively assemble the handout using 

one of the aforementioned programs. 

5 

 

Overall Points 30  

 

Extra Credit:  Students wanting extra credit can help assemble our final publication or presentation.  

Please see me if you are interested in this part of the project.   


