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Goals of This Lesson and Pre-Rate

• Learn the three types of essays you will be required to write 
on the AP Language and Composition exam.

• Become familiar with the new scoring rubric for the free 
response section of the AP Language and Composition Exam.

• Reflect on our experience with timed in-class essays.

• Review the basic structure of an academic argumentative 
essay



Lesson 1:  Types, Structure, and Scoring

• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Please write your 
name, the date, and title at the top of the paper:

“The Free Response Essay:  Types, Structure, and Scoring”

• On the next page, you will answer a prompt asking you about your 
experience with writing timed essays (in-class essays).  Please answer 
your question using complete sentences and complete thoughts.  Please 
be honest with your answer.  

• Following the writing activity we will share responses and write class 
notes.  



Prompt—Writing Timed Essays

“Think about your experiences with writing timed essays (in-
class essays).  Then please rate your ability in writing timed 
essays on a scale of 1-5, with a 1 being least successful and a 5 
being most successful (masterful).  Please justify and explain 
your answer using specific examples from your past writing 
experiences and past writing processes.”

• 5 minutes for writing

• Students share responses / discussion / notes. (5 min.)



The Free Response (from AP Central)

• Three free-response questions.  2 hours and 15 minutes.  55% of exam 
score. 

The Three Prompts:

• Synthesis:  Students read several texts about a topic and create an 
argument that synthesizes at least three of the sources to support their 
thesis.

• Rhetorical Analysis:  Students read a non-fiction text and analyze the 
writer's rhetorical choices.

• Argument:  Students are presented with a literary or rhetorical concept 
or idea, and are asked to write an essay that argues their position using 
evidence.   



Free Response Essay Grading Rubric--Overview 
• All essays must be composed of multiple paragraphs, be thesis driven, 

and use evidence to support the thesis statement.  
• Typically, essays are 4-6 paragraphs with an introduction, multiple body, 

and a conclusion paragraph.  There are three scoring categories:

1. Thesis:  1 point possible.  Essay responds to the prompt with a 
defensible thesis that may establish a line of reasoning.  Clearly takes a 
position.

2. Evidence and Commentary:  4 points possible.  Provides evidence from 
the text that are relevant to the thesis AND provides well-developed 
commentary that explains the relationship between the evidence and 
thesis.

3. Sophistication:  1 point possible.  Demonstrates  sophistication of 
thought and/or complex understanding of the argument or rhetorical 
situation.



Review:  Structure of an Academic Argument Essay

• Introduction
• Provides the reader the topic of your paper, background 

information and your stance (thesis) on the issue.

•Body Paragraphs
• Provides the reader your reasons and arguments that 

support your stance; provides evidence and commentary, 
and addresses counterarguments.

•Conclusion
• Reviews your argument points and leaves the reader 

thinking in some way.



Introduction Paragraph
1. Attention Getter / Grabber

• Capture the readers interest (make them want to read the 
essay)

• Questions, Quote, Statistic, Anecdote

2. Background Information
• Provides critical information (including exigence) to the 

reader so they understand the topic.

• Addresses, but does not restate the (prompt) to help 
provide background information.

3. Thesis
• Your stance on the question or prompt.  May establish a 

line of reasoning.  Clearly takes a position



1. Topic Sentence

2. Evidence--direct quote or paraphrase from the text or other 
research.

3. Explain Evidence—Where did it come from?  Explain how it 
relates to the topic.

4. Commentary / Elaboration—Thoughts and opinions on 
how the evidence relates to the thesis.

5. Counterclaim/Rebuttal—The argument of the opposition, 
as it relates to your evidence, and your refutation.

6. Transition Sentence

Body Paragraph(s)

Repeat 
2x



Conclusion Paragraph

1. Topic Sentence

2. Possible Counterclaim (optional depending on your own 
style)

3. Summarize main points (possibly brief summary of evidence)

4. Restate Thesis

5. Final thoughts or comments that leave the reader thinking in 
some way.
• (call to action, question, scenario, acknowledge the reader.)



Conclusion of Lesson and Post-Rate:
• Now that you have completed the lesson, please post rate yourself in the 

following areas:
• Your understanding of three types of essays you will be required to write on the AP 

Language and Composition exam.
• Your understanding of the scoring rubric for the free response section of the AP 

Language and Composition Exam.
• Your understanding of the basic structure of an academic argumentative essay

• Show your work to your instructor for credit.

• Your instructor will give you the following handouts—TECECC, Tips for Success, 
and AP Essay Rubrics.  Please put these in your binder under “Critical AP 
Handouts” as you will refer to them all year.

• Please make sure your work is placed neatly and safely in your binder in the 
assignments section.



Lesson 2:  Argument Essay #1 

• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Please write 
your name, the date, and title at the top of the paper:

“Argument Essay #1:  Fast Food and Advertisment in the 
United States”

• On the next page, you will answer a prompt asking you about your 
opinion of the prominence of fast food in the United States.  Please 
answer your question using the “Template of Templates” format.

• Following the writing activity we will share responses and have a class 
discussion.



Prompt—Fast Food in the United States  

As a class we have read Fast Food Nation, by Eric Schlosser, and watched the 
documentary Supersize Me, by Morgan Spurlock.  Also, as a citizen living in 
the United States you have either eaten or been exposed to fast food in some 
way or another.  Also, “In 1995, The American Academy of Pediatrics declared 
that “advertising directed at children is inherently deceptive and exploits 
children under eight years of age” (Schlosser 262), and Schlosser 
recommended “Congress should immediately ban all advertisements aimed at 
children that promote foods high in fat and sugar” (262).  Write a short 
response that argues your position on Schlosser’s claim that Congress should 
ban “advertisements aimed at children” that promote unhealthy foods.  

• 10 minutes
• Follow the “Template of Templates” format
• Students share responses (note cards) and discussion 



Argument Essay #1:  Ads Aimed at Children
“The novel Fast Food Nation, by Eric Schlosser presents information and arguments 
about the development, expansion, and prominence of the fast food industry in the 
United States.  Similarly, the documentary “Supersize Me”, by Morgan Spurlock, looks 
at the physical and psychological side effects of a fast food diet. 

In Schlosser’s epilogue he reports, “In 1995, The American Academy of Pediatrics 
declared that “advertising directed at children is inherently deceptive and exploits 
children under eight years of age” (262), and recommended “Congress should 
immediately ban all advertisements aimed at children that promote foods high in fat 
and sugar” (262).  

Write an essay that argues your position on Schlosser’s claim that “Congress should 
immediately ban advertisements aimed at children that promote foods high in fat and 
sugar.”  

• You will have time in class to conduct review the unit readings and find evidence to 
support your stance.  You will have one class period to write your essay.  Please 
make sure you are completely prepared and bring all needed materials to class on 
the day of the essay assessment.  



Critical Tasks, Steps, and Directions

In your response you should do the following:

• Respond to the prompt with a thesis that may establish a line of 
reasoning.

• Select and use evidence to develop and support your line of reasoning.

• Explain the relationship between the evidence and your thesis.

• Demonstrate an understanding of the rhetorical situation.

• Use appropriate grammar and punctuation in communicating your 
argument.

• You will have time in class to conduct review the unit readings and find 
evidence to support your stance.  You will have one class period to 
write your essay.  Please make sure you are completely prepared and 
bring all needed materials to class on the day of the essay assessment.  



Group Assignment (part one):  Generating Topics and Ideas

Directions to Get Started:  Groups of Three.  Groups should be formed 
according to your stance on the prompt.  Each group must get a 
whiteboard, marker, and eraser.  Each group should have a copy of the 
prompt and the following texts: Scholsser, Barboza, and Spurlock.  

Tasks: Write responses on the white board and on own individual papers

1. Groups read the prompt.  Break the question into parts and list what it 
is specifically asking the writer to do.

2. Make a list of elements that are critical to include in the essay.

3. Write a working thesis statement that may establish a line of reasoning.  

4. Write background information you will include in your introduction 
paragraph.  

5. Quickly share group responses with the rest of the class.  If there is not 
time to share,  keep the whiteboard in a safe place until tomorrow.  



Group Assignment (part two): Gathering Evidence 

Directions to Get Started:  Groups of Three (same).  Each group must get a 
whiteboard, marker, and eraser.  Each group should have a copy of the prompt 
and copies of the Scholsser, Barboza, and Spurlock texts.

Tasks: Write responses on the white board and on own individual papers

1. Write your revised thesis statement with a line of reasoning on your board.

2. Find five direct quotes (evidence), that will support your thesis.  The 
quotes need not be long, but should be relevant.  Write them on your 
board.  Remember to record the page number (cite).

3. Be sure to include the documentary “Supersize Me”.

4. Quickly share group responses with the rest of the class.  Students can take 
pictures with their phone of other groups’ boards.  If there is not time to 
share,  keep the whiteboard in a safe place until tomorrow.  



Lesson 3:  Essay SelfReflection
• Directions:  Please get a laptop and log on to Google Classroom.  Open the 

FRQ #1 assignment and then open your document.  Scroll down to the 
bottom of the document and type a new title:

“FRQ #1:  Argument Essay Self-Reflection”

• On the next few slides you will be asked to answer questions about your 
essay and complete a series of tasks.  Please answer the questions honestly 
and to the best of your ability and please do your best with the tasks.

• Following the Q & A session, we will participate in a read-around session in 
which we will read and score another student’s essay.

• If you do not complete the tasks in class, please finish them for homework.



Self-Reflection Questions:

1. If you had more time, what would you add or change in your essay?  
Please be specific.

2. What is the strongest part of your essay?  Please be specific.

3. Did you provide enough background information in the introduction 
paragraph so your audience clearly knew the issue (exigence).  
Please explain.  

4. Does your thesis take a clear stance and establish a line of 
reasoning?

5. Did you include at least five direct quotes in your essay?  Were they 
effective and help strengthen your argument?  Please explain.



Self-Reflection Tasks:  Color Code Elements

Look at your essay and perform the following tasks.  Be complete, 
careful, and thorough (please choose the lighter shade of the identified 
color).  We will identify the elements of the essay that are required per 
the AP Lang and Comp FRQ Argument Rubric.  

1. Highlight your thesis statement, including your line of reasoning, in 
blue.  

2. Highlight all evidence from sources in green. This includes direct 
quotes and paraphrased information.  Include the in-text citation.  

3. Highlight all commentary/connections/elaboration in  yellow.

4. Highlight all counterclaims/rebuttals in purple.



Scoring and Read-Around
Self-Score and Exit Question:

The final step in this process is to score your essay using the AP Lang and Comp FRQ Argument 
Rubric.  Under your self-reflection questions add:

1. Your scores for each category with a justification.

2. What you will add or do differently next time you write an argument essay to raise your 
score.

Read-Around Activity:

1. Trade essays with another student (physically trade laptops).

2. Read their essay in its entirety.  Pay close attention to their thesis statement and evidence.

3. Then answer the following: Do they have a clear thesis that establishes a line of reasoning?
Did they include at least five direct quotes?  Do they have a counterclaim and rebuttal?

4. Score their essay (each category) using the AP Lang FRQ Argument Rubric.  Justify your 
scores.

• At the completion the self-score and read-around activity, submit your essay.  To clarify, you are 
submitting one document with your typed and color coded essay, self-reflection questions, self-
score, and the scoring and justifications of another student.  GREAT JOB!!


