
Lemon Bay High School                  English 2 

 

Discussion Questions (Essay Topics):  Of Mice and Men 

 

Directions:  Please take a look at and think about the following questions based on the 

characters, actions, and events in Of Mice and Men, by John Steinbeck.  Each question will 

require you to take some kind of stance on the topic.  For a class exercise, we will write our 

thoughts about each topic. 

 

1.  Is George Milton responsible for the death of Lennie Small?  Should he be charged with 

homicide (first degree murder)? 

 

2.  George Milton is in some way the caretaker of Lennie Small.  However, as we have learned, 

Lennie continually gets into trouble that is borderline illegal, and in the case of Curley’s Wife, 

illegal.  Knowing this information should George Milton have (choose one): 

 

 Turned Lennie over to the police sooner? 

 Had Lennie put in some kind of mental institution? 

 

3.  Lennie Small is a complex character.  On one hand, Steinbeck portrays him as a gentle giant.  

On the other hand, he kills or destroys things when he becomes angry or frightened.  Clearly he 

has some kind of mental development disorder.  So, should society treat people like Lennie 

differently when it comes to laws and other social responsibilities?  Or should ever human 

being be subjected to the same laws and social norms regardless of their mental capacity? 

 

4.  In the novel, every male character sees Curley’s Wife as trouble, an instigator, or someone to 

avoid.  However, we learn near the end of the novel that she was almost taken advantage of by 

two different men who wanted her to be an actress/performer, and then she met Curley and 

married him right away.  She also says on several occasions she is lonely and just wants 

someone to talk to.  So, is Curley’s Wife to blame for all of the trouble that occurs on the ranch?  

Is she really an instigator of trouble and responsible for her own death?   

 

5.  In the novel, Candy’s dog is killed because it is old, smelly, missing teeth, and cannot take 

care of itself.  Likewise, Lennie Small is shot because he cannot control his own temper and 

strength, and he kills mice, a puppy, and eventually Curly’s wife.  So, is it ok for one individual, 

or the state, to take the life of another individual, or animal for that matter, if they are too old, 

too incapacitated, or too abnormal to function properly, or within the laws of society?   

 

 

 



Text Based Argumentative Essay 

 

Directions:  For the second part of this assignment you will choose one question 

and write an argumentative essay.  Your essay must follow or closely follow the 

structure of an academic argumentative essay (outlined in a separate lecture).  

Your essay must have properly cited textual evidence from the novel, and possibly 

other sources, to support your stance.  Here is an outline of the requirements: 

 

 Must be word processed and formatted according to the MLA guidelines for 

essays 

 Double spaced, appropriate font, 12 pt. size, one inch margins. 

 Have appropriate header on each page. 

 Correctly cite all textual evidence in text. 

 Have a works cited page at the end of the essay. 

 Use at least three passages from the novel to support your stance.  However, 

five to seven passages are recommended to show knowledge of the text and 

depth of though in answering your question. 

 Your essay should also provide the arguments of the opposition 

(counterclaim), however you will need to refute (rebuttal) the counterclaim. 

 You will should have an appropriate introduction, three to five body 

paragraphs, and a conclusion.   

 Your essay should be revised and free from errors. 

 

This essay is worth 60 points.  It is due __________________________________ 
 


