
Lemon Bay High School             AP Language and Composition 

 

Unit 2 Study Guide:  The Universe of Discourse, Analyzing Arguments,  

and Historical Investigation 

 

Essential Questions:   

 What are the accepted forms of discourse and communication? 

 How does an author establish a line of reasoning that supports an arguments overarching thesis? 

 How have human beings recorded history and thought, and does it contain intended or unintended 

writer bias? 

 

Goals:  

 Understand classical and contemporary definitions of discourse. 

 Identify and explain claims and evidence within an argument. 

 Describe a line of reasoning in a text and explain whether it supports an argument’s thesis 

 Analyze texts for rhetorical arguments, structure, devices, schemes, and tropes. 

 Compare texts that different interpretations of the same event. 

 Develop a line of reasoning and commentary that explains it throughout an argument. 

 Write a historical investigation essay in correct MLA format with in-text citations and a works 

cited page.   

 

Assignments and Activities:  

 Lecture/Activity:  James Moffett’s The Universe of Discourse (reporting, recording, generalizing, 

and theorizing) and Writing Theory. 

 Reading:  Hiroshima, by John Hersey (originally published in The New Yorker, August 31, 1946).  

Including group project that identifies the rhetorical situation (exigence, audience, writer, purpose, 

context, and message).   

 Activity/Simulation:  Common Japanese words and phrases, geography of the Pacific Rim, and 

writing exercise. 

 Critical Analysis of Texts: “Statement by the President of the United States” by Harry Truman and 

artistic interpretation of a historical event “Electric Funeral” by Black Sabbath. 

 Activity and Critical Analysis:  The controversy of using nuclear weapons.  “Letter from Mayor of 

Hiroshima”, by Tadatoshi Akiba. 

 Activity:  Identify and explain methods used to develop an argument for a specific purpose.  

Readings from Writing America: Bush (p. 928), Jackson (p. 370), Lincoln (p. 589), R. Kennedy (p. 

825).   

 Reading: “Dillon S. Myer and the WRA’s History of “Relocation, Reintegration, and 

Rehabilitation” from Historical Memories of Japanese American Internment and the Struggle for 

Redress, by Alice Yang Murray. (p.828) 

 Researched Essay—Historical Analysis.  Defend a thesis on a historical event by establishing a line 

of reasoning and providing commentary to that explains it throughout the argument (can be from 

topics studied in the unit). 

o Introduction to Noodle Tools.  Minimum two sources.   

o Using MLA format, in-text citations, and creating a works cited page 

o Essay drafted in stages based on the process approach to writing (prewriting, drafting, 

revising, editing, and publishing).  Includes peer review and instructor feedback.   



 

Please take this unit guide home and share it with your parents.  Please make sure you complete the 

readings on your own as class lectures and assignments will supplement the readings.   
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