
Lemon Bay High School               English / Language Arts 

 

Directions for Writer’s Workshop—Peer Response Groups 

 

Introduction:  Writing occurs in stages:  prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing.  

At this point you have completed the prewriting and drafting phases, and now you are ready to 

share your work with your colleagues (other students) for feedback.  After receiving feedback 

you will revise your paper for final submission.  A Writer’s Workshop is the first step in the 

revision process, and is accomplished through the use of peer response groups.  

 

The goals of this writer’s workshop is to: 

 

 Learn how response groups operate. 

 Practice giving and receiving feedback. 

 Learn to use your colleagues as a resource for learning 

 Help you with this particular essay 

 

Directions:  We will use the “fishbowl” method of Response Groups. In this method, each 

member of the group takes turns being “in the fishbowl,” or reading an essay to their fellow 

colleagues.  The directions are quite simple: 

 

 Students will divide into groups of three or four. 

 

 Each writer will have an opportunity to be “in the fishbowl.” 

 

 Listeners will take notes on a separate piece of paper. Your notes must have the following 

information: 

o You will write the author’s name and title of their essay at the top of the paper.   

o Write the thesis/purpose of the writer’s essay. 

o Next, draw three columns and put a +, ?, and sugg. at the top of them. + is for 

things you liked, ? is for parts of the essay you did not understand or that need 

further clarification, and sugg. is for giving suggestions to the writer.     

 

 The writer reads aloud their paper twice.  The first time the responders only listen—there 

is no writing.  The second time they record comments in the three separate columns 

labeled +, ?, and sugg.  Each responder is required to write three comments for each 

column.   

 

 Lastly, provide some general comments. 

 

 Remember to be supportive when helping others with their writing.  Be a good listener 

and provide honest feedback.  Do not be overly critical—learning to be a better writer 

takes time.   

 

 When you are complete, give your responses to the writer. 

 

 



This is what your notes should look like when responding to another student’s work: 

 

Your Name _____________________________________ Date __________ Period ________ 

 

Writer’s Name_________________________  Title of the Essay _______________________ 

 

Thesis of the paper is:  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

+ ? Sugg. 

   

 

General Comments:  

 

 

 

 

 

Common Problems and Advice: 

 Students are unaccustomed to evaluating fellow classmates because this has always been 

the role of the teacher.  These feelings are natural but not true.  You are acting as a 

mirror, so to speak, to provide your colleague with another look at their writing.   

 Listeners must write all comments and suggestions.  Do not simply tell the writer 

comments.  They will not remember.   

 Be specific.  Not “your introduction was good.”  Instead, “I liked the story you told in 

your introduction.”  OR  Not “I don’t understand paragraph 2.”  Instead, “I think 

paragraph 2 needs direct researched quotes to support your topic sentence.” 

 Take your time; be thoughtful and helpful.  Providing solid feedback not only helps your 

colleague, it helps you become a better thinker and writer.   


