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Overview of the “Compare Anchor Texts”

• During this lesson we will be reading, analyzing, and discussing four 
different texts:
• The Tinker Standard (Tinker v. Des Moines Independent School District, 1969)
• Melton v. Young
• Texas v. Johnson Majority Opinion, Court Opinion by William J. Brennan.
• “American Flag Stands for Tolerance”, Newspaper Editorial by Ronald J. Allen.

• For each text, we will be completing a short activity in class.  Each of these 
will include reading, completing writing prompts, vocabulary, and 
background contextual knowledge to help better understand the readings.

• The activities will help develop our sense and understanding of argument 
and help us as we write our own argument essays at the conclusion of this 
unit.



Lesson 1:  “The Tinker Standard” and “Melton v. 
Young”  

• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Please write 
your name, the date, class period, and title at the top of the page. 
Please underline the title so it will be easy to organize your work. 

“Lesson 1: The Tinker Standard”

• We will begin this lesson by looking at the First Amendment to the 
Constitution.  Then we will complete two short writing prompts.  
Lastly, we will read and discuss “Tinker” and “Melton” as a class.  



The First Amendment

1. Write the First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States 
as it is originally written.  

2. Write the main idea.

3. Identify the five rights it protects for individual citizens.  

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to 
assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of 
grievances.”



Questions for Thought  (3 and 3)

• Please draw a line under your notes and questions about the 1st

Amendment.

• Please write the heading “Questions for Thought”

• You will be answering two questions regarding your own beliefs about 
personal (individual) rights in the United States.  Please answer them 
quickly and honestly.  Use complete sentences and complete 
thoughts and use specific examples.  If time, include a counterclaim 
and rebuttal

• For each question you will write for three minutes.  Keep pencil on 
paper. Write the whole time.  Do your best.

• Following your three minutes of writing, we will have three minutes 
of discussion.  We will keep strict time.  



Question #1

• Issue:  School Dress Code.

• Question:  If a public school in the United States creates and 
enforces a dress code (governing what you can or cannot 
wear), are they violating your first amendment rights?  Why or 
why not? Provide two specific reasons/examples to support 
your answer.  If possible write a counterclaim and a rebuttal.

• Three minutes of writing.  Three minutes of discussion.



Question #2

• Issue:  Banning words, images, or other related visual 
content.

• Question:  Should the United States Government be able to 
ban the display of images such as The Confederate Flag or 
Swastikas in public places or government sponsored 
institutions because they can be seen as symbols of hate? 
Provide two specific reasons/examples to support your 
answer.  If possible write a counterclaim and a rebuttal.

• Three minutes of writing.  Three minutes of discussion.



Reading the Texts:  “The Tinker Standard” and 
“Melton v. Young” 

• As a class we will read two different texts explaining two important court 
cases involving the freedom of expression at public schools.

• Your teacher will provide you with a copy of the text.  It is a class set, so 
please return it at the end of the lesson.  

• Reading #1:  The Tinker Standard.  (1969)

• Reading #2:  Melton v. Young.  (1972)

• Following the reading, you will choose one of the readings and write the 
main idea and two textual examples (supporting details) properly cited 
from your chosen text.



Lesson 2:  Texas v. Johnson 

• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Please write 
your name, the date, class period, and title at the top of the page. 
Please underline the title so it will be easy to organize your work. 

“Lesson 2: Texas v. Johnson”

• Vocabulary used in the text.  
• Background contextual knowledge regarding the American Flag.
• The Judicial Branch of government.  
• Lastly, we will read and analyze the text—a Supreme Court ruling 

regarding the American Flag.  



Images of The 1984 Republican National 
Convention



Vocabulary From the Text

• Joust:  competition;  going back and forth in a 
competition.

•Bombardment:  repeated attack

•Breach:  failure to follow an agreement

•Compulsion:  a forced obligation

• Implicit:  understood, but not explicitly expressed

•Reaffirmation:  the act of verifying or endorsing again.

•Resilience:  ability to return to a normal state after a 
change or injury.



Some History of the Flag of the United States of America:

• In May/June of 1776, George Washington, George Ross, and 
Robert Morris asked Betsy Ross to sew a new flag.  (13 stars 
and 13 stripes).

• "The Star-Spangled Banner" written in 1814 by the 35-year-
old lawyer and amateur poet Francis Scott Key after 
witnessing the bombardment of Fort McHenry by British 
ships during the War of 1812.

• “Raising the Flag on Iwo Jima” is a historic photograph taken 
on February 23, 1945, by Joe Rosenthal. It depicts five U.S. 
Marines and a U.S. Navy hospital corpsman raising a U.S. 
flag atop Mount Suribachi.



The Judicial Branch

• Interprets and makes rulings on laws.

• Article III of the Constitution guarantees every 
person accused of wrongdoing has the right to a fair 
trial before a competent judge and a jury of one's 
peers.

• Members of the Judicial Branch are appointed by 
the President and confirmed by the Senate (kind of).  

• The Supreme Court of the United States is the 
highest court in the land (whitehouse.gov).



Reading the Text:  “Texas v. Johnson”

1. Read the text out loud as a class.

2. Your instructor will create groups of three.  

3. Each group takes a section of the text (assigned by instructor) and 
answers the following questions (on a white board):

• Find the main idea of the section.

• Find one supporting detail from the text.

• One sentence reason why it supports the main idea.

4. Groups will share out responses with the whole class.

5. Clean white boards and put all supplies neatly away (boards, 
markers, and erasers).



Lesson 3:  “The American Flag Stands for Tolerance”  

• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Please write your 
name, the date, class period, and title at the top of the page. Please 
underline the title so it will be easy to organize your work. 

“Lesson 3:  The American Flag Stands for Tolerance”

• Writing Prompt on reasons for protest or revolt.  

• Vocabulary from the reading

• What was The Tiananmen Square Protest/Massacre?  

• Why did Gregory Lee Johnson set the American Flag on Fire?  

• Reading the text:  Whole class and group work.



Question for Thought (3 and 3)
• You will be answering one more question regarding your own beliefs about 

personal (individual) rights in the United States. 

• Please answer your question quickly and honestly.  Use complete sentences and 
complete thoughts and support your position with evidence.  If there is time, 
write a counterclaim and rebuttal.

• You will write for three minutes.  Try to write the whole time. 

• Following your three minutes of writing, we will have three minutes of 
discussion.  We will try to keep strict time.



Question #3:  
• Issue:  The right to peaceably assemble. (Protest)

• Question:  The 1st Amendment gives all citizens the right to 
peaceably assemble.  What does it mean to peacefully assemble?  
What are justifiable reasons for protesting?  What actions must 
occur for a protest to move from being peaceful to being 
something else (uprising, revolt, etc.)? Provide two specific 
reasons/examples to support your answer.  If possible write a 
counterclaim and a rebuttal.

• Three minutes of writing.  Three minutes of discussion.



Vocabulary From the Text

•Orthodoxy:  Traditionally accepted codes or customs.

• Sanctity:  Sacredness or ultimate importance.

•Dogma:  Principles; A belief system.

•Dissenters:  Those who disagree with a 
decision/law/method.

• Icon:  Symbol of deeply held values.

• Conscience:  Part of the mind that gives you moral 
judgements

•Definitive:  The best of its kind.  The authority on a topic.

• Rebutted:  Opposed with reason or evidence.



The Tiananmen Square Protests (Massacre)
• The Tiananmen Square protests of 1989 were 

student-led popular demonstrations in Beijing, China 
(Spring of 1989).  

• China is a communist, and the protesters wanted 
changes in the government (more democratic).

• Protestors occupied Tiananmen Square for seven 
weeks.  



Government Ends Protests
• The protests were forcibly suppressed by hardline 

leaders who ordered the military to enforce 
martial law.

• Troops with assault rifles and tanks inflicted 
casualties on unarmed civilians trying to block the 
military's advance towards Tiananmen Square.  

• The number of civilian deaths has been estimated 
at anywhere between hundreds and thousands 
(Wikipedia.com).



A Closer Look:  Gregory Lee Johnson

• Please watch this video (C-SPAN Interview) in which Gregory Lee 
Johnson provides his reasons for protesting at the 1984 Republican 
National Convention.  

• It was at this same protest he was arrested for burning the American 
Flag.  

http://www.c-span.org/video/?c4064231/clip-texas-v-johnson-flag-
burning-case

http://www.c-span.org/video/?c4064231/clip-texas-v-johnson-flag-burning-case


Reading the Text:  “American Flag Stands for 
Tolerance”  

1. Read the text out loud as a class.

2. Your instructor will create groups of three.  

3. Each group takes a section of the text (assigned by instructor) and 
answers the following questions (on a white board):

• Find the main idea of the section.

• Find one supporting detail from the text.

• One sentence reason why it supports the main idea.

4. Groups will share out responses with the whole class.

5. Clean white boards and put all supplies neatly away (boards, 
markers, and erasers).


