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Goals

• To learn the structure of an academic argumentative 
essay.

• To practice writing the different parts of an 
argumentative essay is a structured environment.

• To learn strategies to help on the FSA Writing Exam  

• To further examine the themes and actions of the 
characters in Of Mice and Men,  by John Steinbeck.

• To write a text based academic argumentative essay 
in proper MLA format, with correct in-text citations, 
and a works cited page.



BW: Opening Writing Prompt
• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  

Write your name, date, and the title:

“Structure of an Academic Argument”  

• Please take a moment to think about and answer the 
following question: 

Q: “How do we get people to do what we want?”

• Then compose a response using specific examples from 
your own experience.  Answers must be written using 
complete sentences and complete thoughts. We will 
share responses and take notes as a class.



Rhetoric, Argument, and Persuasion

• Rhetoric:  The art of speaking or writing 
persuasively.

• Academic Argument: Takes a stance, presents 
evidence, and uses logic to convince an 
audience to accept, or at least consider, the 
writer’s position.

• Persuasion:  How a speaker or writer 
influences an audience to adopt a particular 
belief.  



Structure of an Academic Argument Essay

• Introduction

– Provides the reader the topic of your paper and 
your stance (thesis) on the issue.

• Body Paragraphs

– Provides the reader your reasons and arguments 
that support your stance; provides evidence, and 
addresses the counterclaim.

• Conclusion

– Reviews your argument points and leaves the 
reader thinking in some way.



Introduction Paragraph

1. Attention Getter / Grabber

– Capture the readers interest (make them want to 
read the essay)

– Questions, Quote, Statistic, Anecdote

2. Background Information

– Provides critical information to the reader so they 
understand the topic of your essay 

3. Claim / Thesis

– What is your main argument or main purpose in this 
essay.  Write it in one declarative sentence.



Body Paragraph(s)

1. Topic Sentence

2. Evidence--direct quote or paraphrase from 
the text or other research.

3. Explain Evidence—Where did it come from?  
Explain how it relates to the topic.

4. Commentary / Elaboration—Thoughts and 
opinions on how the evidence relates to the 
thesis.

5. Counterclaim—The argument of the 
opposition, as it relates to your evidence.

6. Rebuttal—You refute the counterclaim



Conclusion Paragraph

1. Topic Sentence

2. Possible Counterclaim (optional depending 
on your own style)

3. Summarize main points (brief summary of 
evidence)

4. Restate Thesis

5. Final thoughts or comments that leave the 
reader thinking in some way.

– (call to action, question, scenario, acknowledge 
the reader.)



Conclusion of the Lesson:

• Please make sure your name is clearly written 
at the top of your paper.

• Show your work to your instructor for credit.

• Please make sure your work is placed in the 
“Assignments” section of your binder.

• You will be adding to this lesson on 
“Argument” in successive class periods.  You 
will use these lessons to help you write your 
argument essay.  



Lesson:  Developing a Thesis

• BW:  Please take out a sheet of paper and a pen or 
pencil, and write your name, date, and title: 

“Developing a Thesis”

• Handout “Essay Development: Of Mice and Men” and 
return “Discussion Questions: Of Mice and Men”

• Circle one of the five questions.  This will be the topic of 
your argumentative essay.

• Your instructor will create groups of three based on your 
topic.  Quietly move into groups.  Bring your work and 
materials.



Group Activity: Writing a Thesis

1. Each group must re-read the prompt and then take 
turns reading and discussing their individual responses 
to that prompt.  (reading)  5 min.

2. Then each group will obtain a white board, marker, and 
eraser and return to their group.

3. Assignment: Write three possible theses in response to 
the prompt. (writing)  Group members record on their 
own paper as well.  10 min.

4. Groups will share out responses with the whole class. 
(speaking and listening)  Instructor will give credit to 
each group.  10 min.

5. Clean white boards and put all supplies neatly away 
(boards, markers, and erasers). Arrange desks. 5 min.



Lesson: Finding and Selecting Evidence

• BW:  Novels on desk.  Please take out a sheet of 
paper and a pen or pencil, and write your name, 
date, and title: 

“Finding and Selecting Evidence”

• Please quietly get into your groups from yesterday.  
Bring your work and materials from lessons on 
argument.  Obtain a white board, marker, and 
eraser.  



Group Activity: Identify Your Evidence

1. Each group must look at their list of possible theses 
from yesterday’s activity.  Then choose one thesis and 
write it on the white board. (discuss and select) 5 min. 

2. Assignment: Using your text, find three passages that 
support your thesis.  Must quote directly from the text 
and show depth of thought.  Write them on your white 
board. (writing)  Group members record on their own 
paper as well.  15 min.

3. Groups will share out responses with the whole class. 
(speaking and listening)  Instructor will give credit to 
each group.  10 min.

4. Clean white boards and put all supplies neatly away 
(boards, markers, and erasers). Arrange desks. 5 min.



Exit Question:  Developing a Thesis 
and Finding and Selecting Evidence

• Please write your name and “Exit Question” on a half 
sheet of paper.

• Please answer the following question in one complete 
sentence:

“Did the two group lessons (thesis and evidence) help you 
learn how to develop a thesis and to find and select 
evidence? Rate how much it helped you on a scale of 1-
5.”  

• When you have finished, please hand your exit slip to 
Mr. Hertz.  Thank you.



Lesson:  Writing the Introduction Paragraph

• BW:  Novels on desk and all work from “argument” 
lessons on desk.  Please take out a sheet of paper 
and a pen or pencil, and write your name, date, 
and title: 

“Writing the Introduction Paragraph”

• Please quietly get into your groups from yesterday.  
Bring your work and materials.  Obtain a white 
board, marker, and eraser.  



Structure of an Introduction Paragraph

1. Attention Getter / Grabber
– Capture the readers interest (make them want to read 

the essay)

– Questions, Quote, Statistic, Anecdote

2. Background Information
– Provides critical information to the reader so they 

understand the topic of your essay 

3. Claim / Thesis
– What is your main argument or main purpose in this 

essay.  Write it in one declarative sentence.



Group Activity:  Write the Intro. Paragraph

Part I
• Think about and write your attention getter. 5 min.
• Here are some suggestions to help: 

– Question
– Anecdote or Scenario
– Statistic
– Quote

Remember—Your attention getter should be 1-3 sentences long.  
Remember during the FSA exam you will only have a limited amount of 
time.  

• At the end of 5 minutes we will share att. getters with 
the rest of the class.



Part II:  Draft a Complete Introduction

1. Assignment: Using your attention getter, write 
the entire introduction paragraph on your white 
board. (writing) Group members record same 
intro. on their own paper as well.  15 min.

2. Groups will share out responses with the whole 
class. (speaking and listening)  Instructor will 
give credit to each group.  10 min.

3. Clean white boards and put all supplies neatly 
away (boards, markers, and erasers). Arrange 
desks. 5 min.



Lesson: Writing a Body Paragraph

• BW:  Novels on desk and all work from 
“argument” lessons on desk.  Please take out a 
sheet of paper and a pen or pencil, and write 
your name, date, and title: 

“Writing a Body Paragraph”

• Please quietly get into your groups from 
yesterday.  Bring your work and materials.  Obtain 
a white board, marker, and eraser.  



Structure of a Body Paragraph

1. Topic Sentence

2. Evidence--direct quote or paraphrase from the text 
or other research.

3. Explain Evidence—Where did it come from?  
Explain how it relates to the topic.

4. Commentary / Elaboration—Thoughts and opinions 
on how the evidence relates to the thesis.

5. Counterclaim—The argument of the opposition, as 
it relates to your evidence.

6. Rebuttal—You refute the counterclaim



Group Activity: Write a Body Paragraph

• Assignment: Using your work from the lesson on 
evidence and your other writings in this lesson on 
argument, write one body paragraph on your white 
board. (writing) 15 min.

• Your paragraph should have:
– A topic sentence and evidence from your research.  
– You must explain how the evidence relates to your thesis.
– You also must present the counter claim and rebuttal.

• Group members record same body paragraph on their 
own paper as well. 

• Groups will share out responses with the whole class. 
(speaking and listening)  Instructor will give credit to 
each group.  10 min.

• Clean white boards and put all supplies neatly away 
(boards, markers, and erasers). Arrange desks. 5 min.



Lesson: Peer Review—Read Around 

• BW:  Please make sure a hard copy of your essay is on 
your desk.  Please take out three sheets of paper.  
Please write your name and the title at the top of each 
of them:

“Argument Essay:  Peer Feedback”

• Today you will be participating in another form of peer 
review.  It is called a “Read Around” and it is as simple 
as it sounds.  

• You will be silently reading three of your peers papers 
and providing feedback.  The first step is setting up 
your papers to provide specific comments to your 
colleagues.



Setting Up Your Paper for Feedback
Reader’s Name:
Writers Name:
Title of Essay:
Write Thesis Statement:
Evidence 1 ___ Evidence 2 ___ Evidence 3 ___
Total number of counterclaims _____

• Then you will create three columns with the headings 
+, ?, sugg.  

• The + is for things you liked, the ? is for parts of the 
paper that need clarification, and sugg. is for giving 
general comments or suggestions.



Sample Format for Columns

+ ? Sugg.



Directions for Lesson
• Now that your papers are set up for feedback, you will be reading 

three different essays.  For each essay:

– Please read the essay one time without making any 
comments.  

– Then fill out the information at the top of the paper.  

– Read the paper once more and provide at least two comments 
in each column.  

– Lastly provide any additional last comments.  

• Please take your time with each paper.  Give each writer your full 
attention and provide thoughtful comments.

• You will give your feedback sheet to the writer.  By the end of the 
class, each essay should have the feedback from three writers 
stapled to it.

• Show your completed work to Mr. Hertz for credit.  



Lesson:  Final Argumentative Essay 
Self-Reflection

Please clear your desk, and then take out your essay and 
have it on your desk with a separate sheet of paper.  
Write your name, the date, and the title on your paper:

“Final Essay Self-Reflection”

On the next two slides you will complete a series of tasks 
and then answer questions about your argumentative 
essay.  You will also be asked questions about the writing 
process and your writing skills in general.  Please answer 
to the best of your ability and use complete sentences.



Part I:  Looking at Your Essay

1. Please write your topic at the top of your paper.  
Keep it concise and use a complete sentence.

2. Please write your stance on the topic at the top of 
your paper.  Keep it concise and use a complete 
sentence.

3. Look in your introduction paragraph.  Underline 
your thesis statement.

4. Please identify all of the textual evidence in your 
essay.  Write a star in the margins next to your 
evidence.  

5. Place brackets around all of your counterclaim 
statements.  Then in the margins next to the 
counterclaims, write a “CC”.  



Part II: Self-Reflection Questions

1. If you had more time to work on this essay, what would you add change or 
revise.  Please be specific.

2. What is the strongest part of your essay?  Please explain using specific 
examples. 

3. What is the weakest part of your essay?  Please explain why by using 
specific examples.

4. Did the textual evidence you chose to include help support your stance on 
the topic?  Please explain why or why not using specific examples.  

5. Were you able to embed your counterclaims in your body paragraphs?  
Please assess your overall understanding of CCs and how well you were 
able to incorporate them in your essay.

6. If you had to grade your own essay, what would be your score and why?  
Please do your best to convince me by giving specific examples of/about:  
Your writing process; the textual and other information you included; the 
overall organization of your paper (format); your grammar, spelling, and 
punctuation; and the overall quality of your argument.  



Exit Question and Conclusion of this Exercise

• Exit Question:  Did the lessons we completed in class 
(as individuals and in groups) help prepare you to 
compose a better essay?  Did they help you to better 
understand the overall writing process in general?  
Please explain your answers using specific examples.  

• Congratulations!  You have completed all of the 
exercises for this series of lessons on writing 
argumentative essays. 

• Please make sure you staple the reflection questions 
on top of your essay.  Please make sure your work ends 
up in the correct box.  

• Thank you very much and good work!


