
 

AICE English Language            2021-2022 

Lemon Bay High School 

 

Instructor:  Mr. Mark Hertz 

Instructor Email:  mark.hertz@yourcharlotteschools.net 

Room:  04-241 

 

 
Instructor Biography:  Hello and welcome to my class!  My name is Mark Hertz and this is my seventh 
year teaching at Lemon Bay High School.  I have been in the education profession for 17 years, teaching 
many subjects at different levels.  I am primarily an English teacher, holding a Master’s Degree in 
English with an emphasis Teaching Writing.  Before Lemon Bay, I taught at L.A. Ainger Middle School 
here in Englewood, eight years at Six Rivers Charter High School in Arcata, a small rural town on the 
north coast of California, Freshmen Composition at Humboldt State University, and Humanities at 
Academy of the Redwoods in Eureka, CA.  I am a father of two amazing boys, and my wife and I love 
living in southwest Florida!  I look forward to a successful and rewarding year!   
 
Course Description:  The purpose of this course is to provide students, using texts of high complexity, 
with integrated language arts study in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language construction.  
The goal is to prepare all students to pass the AICE English Language Examination and earn college 
credit.   
 
Cambridge International AS Level English Language provides learners with opportunities to make 
critical and informed responses to a wide range of texts. Learners will also demonstrate their ability to 
produce writing to specific briefs and for given audiences.  Learners who follow the Cambridge 
International AS Level English Language syllabus will develop the following skills and the ability to:  
 

• Sustain accurate, fluent and consistent writing 

• Produce informed responses appropriate to the specified form, style, context, and audiences  

• Convey knowledge and understanding from both specific examples and wider studies 
 

These are highly transferable reading, writing, and thinking skills that will help students in other subject 
areas, equip them for post-secondary education, and prepare them for future careers and 
employment.   
 
Vocabulary Instruction:  Developing an academic and overall wide-ranging vocabulary is an inherent 
part of this course.  Students receive direct instruction and complete activities designed to build their 
own individual lexicon.  Readings expose students to a rich vocabulary, and discussion and 
understanding of a text includes a discussion and understanding of word choice.   
 
Assessment Objectives:  The Assessment Objectives (AOs) for both classroom and Cambridge 

assessments are:  

AO1 Read and demonstrate understanding of a wide variety of texts.  
AO2 Write effectively, creatively, accurately and appropriately, for a range of audiences and purposes.  
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AO3 Analyze the ways in which writers and speakers choices of form, structure, and language produce 
meaning and style. 
 

Required Texts and Technology:  

• Gould, Mike and Rankin, Marilyn.  English Language for Cambridge International AS & A Level:  
Coursebook.  2nd Edition.  New York:  Cambridge University Press, 2019. 

• Charlotte County Public Schools Chromebook and Access to Classlink:  Every CCPS student will be 
provided a Chromebook at the beginning of the school year (may take a little longer).  Students will 
then have access to Classlink, our district portal, for most learning platforms and applications. 

• Charlotte County Public Schools Google Account.  Use of Google Drive, Documents, Slides, Meet, 
and other applications. 

• Charlotte Count Public Schools Canvas Account.  Use of Canvas LMS for online assignments and 

activities.   

• Vocabulary.com. Online vocabulary building application. 

• EdPuzzle.com. Online learning application that allows instructors to tailor short videos to the 

learning needs of the students.   

• Noodle Tools.  Online research and writing program.  Found on Lemon Bay High School Media 
Center Website.  Linked with Google Docs word processing application. 

 

Materials:  To the greatest extent possible, all work will be turned in electronically through CANVAS.  
That said, there will be paper handouts and we will complete paper assignments in class.  Please have 
the following materials by the second meeting and you should bring them to every class: 
 
 District issued Chromebook.  Make sure you have your charge cord.  Label both with your name. 
 1” Three-Ring Binder.   
 Three tabs for binder in this order:  Syllabus, Critical AICE Handouts, Assignments/Notes 
 Loose Leaf Paper in the binder (50 sheets max.) 
 Pens, pencils, highlighters, and other personal school supplies. 
 School planner or personal calendar to keep track of homework and assignment due dates 
 
Academic Guidelines: 
 
1.  Completing Work and Late Work:  All work must be completed before class starts on the day it is 
due.  Late work will not be accepted.  In the unfortunate situation you are quarantined or are home 
sick, please do your best to complete your assignment(s) by the due date.  Most work will be posted 
and completed via Canvas or another online program, so in the event you cannot make it to school, 
your assignments will be available online. 
 
2.  There is no tolerance for plagiarism. The following situations are considered plagiarism: 

• Copying and pasting anything without correct documentation and citation. 

• Copying another’s homework – both of you will receive a zero. 

• Turning in a paper that you already used in another class (unless it is a pre-determined teacher 
collaborated assignment). 

• Using others’ information without in-text citations and/or a documenting it on a Works Cited page. 

• Looking at someone’s paper, talking, or using an electronic device during a test, quiz, or exam. 



 
Minimally, all of the above will result in a zero on the offending assignment with no chance to make it 
up. Depending on the severity of the offense, further disciplinary action may be taken.  
 
3.  Grading Scale.  The following scale will be used for quarter and semester grades. 
 
A = 90% to 100% 
B = 80% to 89% 
C = 70% to 79% 
D = 60% to 69% 
F = 50% and below 
 
Expectations:   

• School wide rules as well as classroom academic and behavior norms are clearly posted in class.  

• Be on time to class with all needed materials and completed assignments, and come prepared 
to learn with an academic frame of mind. 

• Always be respectful of the opinions and ideas of other students, regardless of race, religion, 
gender, class, or sexual orientation (state law).   

• We follow the “one voice” rule.  Only one student speaks at a time and please raise your hand if 
you would like to join the conversation.  

• Cell phones must remain on silent and in the student’s backpack during class time.  Refusal to 
follow this procedure will result in: 

o 1st Offense:  Verbal warning 
o 2nd Offense: Phone call home to parent and student documentation. 
o 3rd Offense:  Referral to Dean’s office.   

  
Electronic Devices:  At the right time and place, electronic devices are great. If you choose to risk 
bringing your expensive equipment to school, there are times when it is appropriate for you to use it.  

• When you are working independently, please feel free to listen to your music at a volume that is 
heard only by you.  

• If you need to research a fact (and it is appropriate to do so) and you have internet on your phone, 
please feel free to use that. 

• I do ask that you respect lecture and whole group discussion time by having all electronic devices 
out of sight and out of mind.  

• At no time should I ever hear your devices. 

• I do not want to see you playing games or on social media on any of your devices at any time.  

• I take zero responsibility for your equipment. Anything you bring into this classroom is at your own 
risk. 

 
Failure to comply with technology norms:  First offense—verbal warning.   Second offense—call home 
and documentation.  Third offense—referral to Dean’s office. 
 
Conferences/ Parents:  All parents and/or guardians should feel free to contact me about their son or 
daughter at any time.  Please call or e-mail me at your convenience with any questions or concerns.  
Parental support is one of the main positive factors in a student’s education. I encourage you to help 
your son or daughter with their work and/or read their essays and assignments.   



 
Signatures:  Please take this syllabus home and review it with your family.  Then sign and return it to 
your instructor on the required due date.  It will be checked for credit and will be the first paper in the 
“Syllabus” section of your binder.   
 
 
Student Signature________________________________________________ Date________________ 
 
 
Parent Signature_________________________________________________ Date________________ 


