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DIRECTIONS FOR VOCABULARY ACTIVITIES:

• Please take out a piece of paper and a pen or pencil.  Please write your 

name, the date, and the title at the top of the paper.

“Academic Vocabulary”  

• There will be two sections of this activity comprised of 15 words each.  

Please write the word, the definition, and the sentence for each 

vocabulary word.  Please write neatly and keep your work organized.

• Your instructor will check your notes at the end of each lesson.  Following 

each lesson there will be a quiz.  



ACADEMIC VOCABULARY—PART ONE (15 TERMS) 

• Abstract:  Apart from physical existence; theoretical rather than concrete.

• “Abstract concepts such as love or beauty”

• Advocate:  To argue for or plead in favor of.

• “She was an untiring advocate for reversing climate change.”

• Comprehensive:  Complete or of sufficient scope to include all aspects.

• “Mr. Murphy provided a comprehensive list of sources in his essay.”

• Comprise:  To consist or be made up of.

• “The United States is comprised of 50 states.”



• Differentiate:  To distinguish or demonstrate the individual qualities of.

• “Children can differentiate the past from the present.”

• Discrete:  Made up of separate or distinct things or parts (do not 

confuse with discreet).

• “Speech sounds are produced as a continuous sound signal than 

discrete units.”

• Discriminate:  To note clear differences;  to separate into categories.

• “Your taste buds can discriminate sweet from salty easily.”



• Diverse:  Made up of elements that are different from each other. 

• “The population of the United States is culturally diverse.” 

• Domain:  A sphere of activity.

• “The domain of the lion is the African Savannah.”

• Enhance:  To make better or add to the value or effectiveness.

• “Some think the use of Botox enhances their appearance.”  

• Equivalent:  Equal to or similar.  

• “Generic cereal is equivalent to name brand cereal in taste and 

texture.”



• Evolve:  To change or develop gradually over time.  

• “Nike evolved from a small shoe manufacturer to a global sporting apparel 

company.”

• Explicit:  Clearly stated or expressed.

• “Mr. Henry explicitly stated lunch is to be eaten in the cafeteria.”

• Facilitate:  To make something easier.

• “The county provided boat ramps to facilitate recreational water activities.”

• Incentive:  An inducement or motivation to do something.

• “If it is provided for free, there is not incentive for tenants to conserve 

water.”



ACADEMIC VOCABULARY—PART TWO (15 TERMS)

• Incidence:  The occurrence or frequency of something.

• “There is an increased incidence of dementia in professional football 

players.”

• Incorporate:  To absorb or make part of a whole.

• “The contractor incorporated solar power in her plans for the new 

house.”

• Infer:  To deduce from evidence or reason.

• “From looking at statistics, we can infer crime is increasing.”

• Inhibit:  To hold back or prevent from acting.

• “Extremely cold temperatures can inhibit plant growth.”



• Innovate:  To change or develop through new or original methods, 

processes, or ideas.

• “The tech industry is constantly innovating to provide better 

products.”

• Intervene:  To come between two things, persons, or events.

• “The police had to intervene when the protest got out-of-control.”

• Media:  A means or vehicle for communication.

• “The company found that radio was the best medium [media] of 

adverting its product.”



• Mode:  A way or means for expressing or doing something.

• “Bicycling was her preferred mode of transportation.”

• Orient:  To place or align in relation to something else.

• “He paused at the intersection, trying to orient himself.”

• Perspective:  A viewpoint from a particular position; an outlook or standpoint.

• “Her perspective on the candidate for office changed after she heard him speak.”

• Priority:  Something that is more important or considered more important than 

another thing.  

• “Senator Sanders stated his number one priority is taking care of the working 

class.”



• Rational:  Based on logic or sound reasoning.

• “The student had a perfectly rational explanation as to why their homework 

was late.”

• Scope:  The size or extent of the activity or subject that is involved.

• “After finding more evidence, the detective narrowed the scope of the 

investigation.”

• Thesis:  A statement or premise that is defended by an argument.  

• “Almost all academic essays require a thesis statement.”

• Ultimate:  Concluding a process or progression; final

• “The ultimate purpose of the protest was to save manatees from becoming 

extinct.”


