
Lemon Bay High School              AP Language and Composition 

 

Activity: Examples of Appeals to Ethos, Logos, and Pathos 

Sample Texts:  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Directions:  First, students will be placed into groups of three and given a text.  Then, we will 

read the introduction out loud as a class (brief biography of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.).  Next, 

your group will read each of the texts, discuss them, and then answer the questions that are posed 

at the top of each page.  Make sure to answer the questions using complete sentences.  When all 

groups are finished, we will discuss each of the texts as a class.  Lastly, each group will turn in 

their work.  Please make sure all group members names are written on the packet.  

Introduction:  In studying rhetoric and persuasion, it is best to look at solid, tried, and tested 

examples from leading orators and theorists.  Although the roots of rhetoric date back to the 

Ancient Greeks, it has been used thought history by many great leaders and revolutionaries to 

inform and persuade the masses and create change in their world. 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. is considered the formative figure in the modern fight for civil rights. 

Dr. King was born in Atlanta, Georgia in 1929. As a child he never failed to ask discerning 

questions about the world around him. Though his father was a reverend, King initially had 

many doubts about the Christian religion, and it was only after years of schooling that he became 

convinced that religion could be both “intellectually and emotionally satisfying.” King graduated 

at the top of his class from Morehouse College and moved on to Boston University where he 

earned his Ph.D. in systematic theology. 

In June 1953 King married Coretta Scott, a student at the New England Conservatory of Music 

in Boston. The following year King, now finished with his religious education, followed in his 

father's footsteps by becoming a pastor for the Drexel Avenue Baptist Church in Montgomery, 

Alabama. 

When King arrived in Montgomery he saw a city that was highly segregated. One of the “Jim 

Crow” laws required the first four rows on public buses to be reserved for white people, while 

“colored” riders had to sit in the back of the bus. On December 1, 1955, barely a year after 

King's arrival, the secretary of the Montgomery chapter of the NAACP (National Association for 

the Advancement of Colored People) refused to move from her seat in the front of the bus. Rosa 

Parks was arrested and sent to jail, but her act of defiance inspired the burgeoning civil rights 

movement in Montgomery. The Montgomery Improvement Association was formed with the 

NAACP Executive Committee and officers of the Montgomery NAACP, which had at that point 

been banned in the state. The Association led a boycott of the bus system, and King, already a 

member of the NAACP's executive committee, was chosen as its leader. 

The boycott lasted for over a year, during which time King was threatened, arrested and even had 

his house bombed. However, by December 1956 the MIA had won a clear victory – the United 

States District Court ruled in Browder v. Gayle that racial segregation on buses was 

unconstitutional. 



King was arrested during a rally in Birmingham that sought to end segregation at lunch counters. 

While in jail he wrote “Letter from Birmingham Jail”, which defended his views on racial justice 

and nonviolence. It was considered the “manifesto” of the civil rights movement and further 

inspired black Americans to join the cause. At this point King was one of the national leaders of 

a movement that was rapidly growing across the nation, and in 1963 King joined with other 

leaders to capitalize on the moment with an enormous rally for civil rights. 

The historic March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom was a collaborative effort by the major 

civil rights groups and icons of the day.  Feeding off of a rapidly growing tide of grassroots 

support and outrage over the nation's racial inequities, the rally drew over 260,000 people from 

across the nation. King's celebrated speech, “I Have a Dream”, was carried live by television 

stations across the country. “I Have a Dream” is remembered as one of the greatest, if not the 

greatest, speech of the 20th century. 

It didn't take long for King's dream to come to fruition. After a decade of continued lobbying of 

Congress and the President led by the NAACP, plus other peaceful protests for civil rights, 

President Lyndon Johnson signed into law the Civil Rights Act of 1964. One year later, he 

signed the National Voting Rights Act of 1965. Together, these laws outlawed discrimination 

against blacks and women, effectively ending segregation, and sought to end disenfranchisement 

by making discriminatory voting practices illegal. Ten years after King joined the civil rights 

fight, the campaign to secure the enactment of the 1964 Civil Rights Act had achieved its goal - 

to ensure that black citizens would have the power to represent themselves in government. 

In 1964, King was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. 

In early April, 1968, King visited Memphis, Tennessee to support the local black sanitary public 

works union. On April 4, King was shot to death by James Earl Ray in his hotel in Memphis. 

President Johnson called a national day of mourning on April 7. In 1983 Congress cemented 

King's legacy as an American icon by declaring the third Monday of every January Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sample Passage:  Ethos 

 

Read the following passage.  With your group, underline all the appeals to ethos.  Then use the 

space below to:   

 

 Tell us why and/or how each example is an appeal to ethos. 

 Analyze the example and decide if it is an effective appeal to ethos. 

 Decide if the passage as a whole is persuasive. 

 

"Letter from Birmingham Jail” April 16, 1963 
 

"My Dear Fellow Clergymen: 

 

While confined here in Birmingham city jail, I came across your recent statement calling my 

present activities "unwise and untimely."...Since I feel that you are men of genuine good will and 

that your criticisms are sincerely set forth, I want to try to answer your statement in what I hope 

will be patient and reasonable in terms. 

 

I think I should indicate why I am here in Birmingham, since you have been influenced by the 

view which argues against "outsiders coming in."...I, along with several members of my staff, am 

here because I was invited here. I am here because I have organizational ties here. 

 

But more basically, I am in Birmingham because injustice is here. Just as the prophets of the 

eighth century B.C. left their villages and carried their "thus saith the Lord" far beyond the 

boundaries of their home towns, and just as the Apostle Paul left his village of Tarsus and carried 

the gospel of Jesus Christ to the far corners of the Greco-Roman world, so am I compelled to 

carry the gospel of freedom beyond my own home town. Like Paul, I must constantly respond to 

the Macedonian call for aid. " 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sample Passage:  Logos 

 

Read the following passage.  With your group, underline all the appeals to logos.  Then use the 

space below to:   

 

 Tell us why and/or how each example is an appeal to logos. 

 Analyze the example and decide if it is an effective appeal to logos. 

 Decide if the passage as a whole is persuasive. 

Introduction “The Power of Non-violence” June 4, 1957 

From the very beginning there was a philosophy undergirding the Montgomery boycott, the 

philosophy of nonviolent resistance. There was always the problem of getting this method over 

because it didn’t make sense to most of the people in the beginning. We had to use our mass 

meetings to explain nonviolence to a community of people who had never heard of the 

philosophy and in many instances were not sympathetic with it. We had meetings twice a week 

on Mondays and on Thursdays, and we had an institute on nonviolence and social change. We 

had to make it clear that nonviolent resistance is not a method of cowardice. It does resist. It is 

not a method of stagnant passivity and deadening complacency. The nonviolent resister is just as 

opposed to the evil that he is standing against as the violent resister but he resists without 

violence. This method is nonaggressive physically but strongly aggressive spiritually. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sample Passage:  Pathos 

 

Read the following passage.  With your group, underline all the appeals to pathos.  Then use the 

space below to:   

 

 Tell us why and/or how each example is an appeal to pathos. 

 Analyze the example and decide if it is an effective appeal to pathos. 

 Decide if the passage as a whole is persuasive. 

 

Excerpt “I Have a Dream” 28 August 1963, at the Lincoln Memorial, Washington D.C. 

And so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is 

a dream deeply rooted in the American dream. I have a dream that one day this nation will 

rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: "We hold these truths to be self-evident, 

that all men are created equal.” I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the 

sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners will be able to sit down together 

at the table of brotherhood. I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a 

state sweltering with the heat of injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be 

transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice. I have a dream that my four little children 

will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by 

the content of their character. I have a dream today! 

 


