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Literature Response Guide:  Slaughterhouse V 

 

Directions:  To help us better understand the novel Slaughterhouse V, we will complete a series of 

literature responses.  Your literature response should be neatly handwritten and at least one-page 

long.  You will provide the following information:  a summary; identification of literary terms in 

context; and a paragraph response to a theme or symbol.  All words in bold should be underlined 

section titles on your paper. 

 

Summary: Write the title of the novel and chapter numbers. 

 

• Write a complete summary paragraph (topic sentence and supporting sentences). Include 

important plot development and information about the main and possibly minor characters.   

 

Identification of Literature Terms:  Identify at least two literature terms or figures of speech as 

they appear in the context of the novel (from the text).  You must directly quote your literature term 

or figure of speech and cite it in-text (page #).   

 

Paragraph Response Addressing a Theme/Symbol: 

  

Write a formal paragraph that addresses one of the following themes or symbols from the novel. Your 

paragraph must have a topic sentence and supporting sentences.  If you choose, you may identify 

your own theme or symbol you have thought about or discovered through your reading.  Be sure to 

include at least one direct quote from the text that supports your theme or symbol.  Be sure to cite 

your direct quote in-text (page #).  

 

Themes     Symbols  

 

The Inevitability of War   The Tralfamadorians 

Free Will vs. Fate/Destiny   Spoons 

The Effects of War on Soldiers  The Serenity Prayer 

The Importance of Sight   So It Goes 

The Destructiveness of War   The Bird who says “poo-tweet” 

      The Three Musketeers    

      Optometry  

      Montana Wildhack 

      Kilgore Trout 

     The colors Blue and Ivory 

 

Use the following questions to help you write your paragraph: 

 

• What is Vonnegut saying about this particular theme? Do you agree or disagree?   

• What does this symbol represent? How do you know? How does this symbol connect 

to one of the themes? 

• Minimum of one properly cited quote. 

• Be sure to comment in your own words on the meaning and significance of the 

quotation you include. (explain evidence, commentary, elaboration) 


