
Lemon Bay High School          AP Language and Composition 

 

Responding Rhetorically—Literature Response Guide:  Slaughterhouse V 

 

Directions:  To help us better understand the novel Slaughterhouse V, and to hone our skills in 

rhetorical analysis (FRQ: Rhetorical Analysis) we will complete a series of literature/rhetorical 

responses.  For each section of the novel, you will choose one chapter to rhetorically analyze.  You will 

write three total over the course of the next two weeks. 

   

Your responses are due at the beginning of the period on the following dates: 

 

Response #1:  Chapters 1-3  ______________________________________ 

 

Response #2:  Chapters 4-7 ______________________________________ 

 

Response #3:  Chapters 8-10  ______________________________________ 

 

Your response should be neatly handwritten or typed and at least one-page long.  You will provide the 

following information, and all words in bold should be underlined section titles on your paper.  YOU 

MUST DELINEATE SECTIONS. 

 

Main Idea/Summary:  

 Write the title of the novel and chapter number. 

 Identify the main idea of the chapter and write a complete summary paragraph (topic sentence 

and supporting sentences). Include important plot development and information about the main 

and possibly minor characters.  (5-7 sentences) 

 

Identification of Key Rhetorical Strategies (Terms):  Identify two rhetorical or literal strategies used 

by the author.  You must directly quote your rhetorical strategy and cite it in-text (page #).  Please use 

your list of Key Rhetorical Terminology to help you with this part of the assignment. (Quiz on 

Rhetorical Strategies at the end of the unit) 

 

Paragraph Response Addressing the Author’s Purpose and How Author Achieves Their Purpose: 

  

Write a formal paragraph that identifies the author’s purpose for your chosen chapter. Follow the 

TECECC outline for body paragraphs.  Choose one quote from the novel that supports your purpose.  

Then, explain how the author achieves that purpose (rhetorical strategies, structure, modes of 

persuasion, word choice, etc.).  Be sure to include at least one direct quote from the text that supports 

how the author achieves their purpose.  Be sure to cite your direct quote in-text (page #).  

 

T:  Topic Sentence (in this case, it will be your thesis) 

E:  Evidence (from the text) 

C:  Connection (explain and elaborate on the evidence in relation to the thesis) 

E:  Evidence  

C:  Connection 

C:  Counterclaim / Rebuttal (try to make it one sentence) 

C:  Concluding Sentence (wrap it up) 


