
Lemon Bay High School             AP Language and Composition 

 

Historical Investigation Essay Directions 

 

Introduction:  As a class, we have briefly looked at the different modes of discourse and some 

discourse theory.  Also, we are reading a historical investigation, “Hiroshima” by John Hersey.  

Though his investigation is much longer than ours, we can use his work as an example. 

 

Directions:  In a 1200-word (minimum) essay, you will be required to investigate and take a stance on 

the historical event of your choosing.  You will conduct research and analyze several historical records 

of a single event, as well as explain the perceived reason or reasons for similarities and differences of 

each account.  Include information from all relevant perspectives and take into consideration the 

validity and reliability of sources. Once you have gathered your information, use Moffett’s Universe of 

Discourse (recording, reporting, generalizing, and theorizing) to help you develop a thesis.   

 

Format:  Your paper must be in MLA format and all research must be cited in-text and on a works 

cited page.  You should have at least four different sources of information.  We will be using the 

Noodle Tools program to help you conduct research, catalogue sources, and create your works cited 

page.  We will spend two days in the media center lab [re]learning how to use this program.   

 

The topic of your investigation can be of your choosing, though if you would like to relate it to themes 

studied in this unit.  Here are some ideas: 

 

• The bombing of Pearl Harbor.  What events led up the Japanese to want to strike the United 

States?  What were the policies of the United States before the Second World War? 

 

• When and why did Japan create a militaristic Empire in the decades before WWII?  For 

thousands of years they practiced isolationism, then all of a sudden they started acquiring arms 

and training a military?  Why did they do this?  How did it change Japanese life?  Hint—In 

“The Last Samurai” we got to see the beginning of this buildup. 

 

• After WWII, many nations started acquiring nuclear weapons and testing them.  Investigate 

who got them, when, where did they test them, what were the effects on the environment from 

the testing etc.   

 

• What was the Cuban Missile Crisis?  Who were the major countries involved?  What happened 

and why? What doctrines were evoked?  What was life like for the average citizen of those 

countries during the crisis?  What changes were made to in international relations after to 

prevent such a crisis from occurring again? 

 

• What happened in Chernobyl, USSR?  Why did this occur?  Explain what a Nuclear Reactor is 

and how it works.  Compare Chernobyl to other nuclear reactors in the World.  How did this 

incident affect the Soviet Union and global communism in general?  Were there any heroes in 

Chernobyl?   

 

• Present a history of Iran and their attempt to gain nuclear weapons.  What are they doing today?  

They have tried in the past, but their reactors were destroyed by Israel.  Why did Israel do this?   

 



• India and Pakistan both have nuclear weapons.  Trace the history of their arms race.  What are 

they fighting over?  What events have occurred to increase tensions? 

 

• What were the initial causes of the Korean War?  What was the outcome and how has that 

shaped North Korean policy over the last 65 years?  How does this relate to what is occurring 

between North Korea and the United States today?   

 

Other Possibilities: 

 

• Genocide occurred in Rwanda in the mid-1990s.  What happened?  What events led to this 

genocide?  Hint:  Watch the movie “Hotel Rwanda” for more information. 

 

• There was a great starvation in Ethiopia in the 1980s.  What happened and what was the 

response of the international community? 

 

• In the early to mid-1980s, there were great power struggles going on in Central America.  The 

result was the death and disappearance of many civilians.  Much of this took place in El 

Salvador, Guatemala, and Nicaragua.  Choose one country and investigate what occurred. 

 

• In the late 1990s an ethnic cleansing occurred in Serbia and Croatia.  Explain what happened 

and why.  How did the international community respond? 

 

• South Africa lived in a state of Apartheid for many years.  Investigate the causes and reasons 

for Apartheid and the events the brought about the eventual end of it. 

 

• Once European explorers came to the New World (North and South America) native 

populations, their lifestyle, and land all but disappeared.  The main cause of this was disease 

and murder.  Choose one group of native people to investigate.  

 

If you would like to choose a different topic, simply talk with me about your choice.  I am open to 

different topics, but it must be a generally accepted historical event. 

 

 

This essay is worth 60 points.   

 

The first draft of your essay (complete minus works cited page) is due ___________________ 

 

The final draft of your essay is due __________________________ 

 

 


